Remembering Berlin

Part of the lure of Europe’s
great cities is their constancy. They
don’t change much. Except for nor-
mal maintenance, the major attrac-
tions of Rome, Paris, Venice, Pra-
gue and Vienna are much as they
were a century ago; the Eiffel tow-
er, the fountains of Rome, Piazza
San Marco, the Charles Bridge, the
music of Vienna, and so on.

But not Berlin. Consider for a
moment the physical and political
changes over the last 100 years. In
the 20s and 30s, as a glamorous
center of culture and high living, it
attracted some of the most famous
names of the century: Einstein,
Gropius, the Vladimirs Nabokov
and Horowitz, Dietrich, Brecht,
Weill, Stravinsky, Billy Wilder, Paul
Klee, Sol Hurok, Otto Klemperer,
and, of course, Adolf Hitler and
Joseph Goebbels. Then came war
and near total destruction, followed
immediately by the stagnation and
isolation of four-plus decades of
communist rule. Amazing changes
in an amazingly short period of
time. But more were to come. A
mere 20 years ago this November,
the Berlin Wall, a desperate project
designed to keep East Germany’s
most valuable human resources
from migrating to the West, crum-
bled. The breach was seen by mil-
lions around the world on TV, a
medium that undoubtedly contrib-
uted to its demise.

Having ventured behind it sev-
eral times into East Berlin and East
Germany during the 80s, the almost
unbelievable pictures of that fear-
some Wall being tamed by the very
people it separated, stirred both
emotion and memory.

Nearly as fascinating to watch
as that historic scene, has been the
Berlin of the last 20 years. The once-
isolated West Berlin and the drab,

Continued on page 2.
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The famous spa continues to attract the world’s richest and noblest tourists. Sharon
Hudgins” report describes how mere mortals can also afford its healing waters.

aden-Baden: Even its double

name evokes a sense of ex-

cess, a whiff of high-rolling
royalty and upstart nouveau riche
risking fortunes at
the roulette wheel
or the race track, while their wives
and paramours gossip in gilded sa-
lons or parade the boulevards in the
latest designer dresses.

by Sharon Hudgins

Welcome to one of the world’s
most-fashionable spas, historic play-
ground of the rich and famous, from
European royalty to Middle Eastern
potentates, from wealthy industrial-
ists to glamorous movie stars. Al-
though its population includes the
highest percentage of millionaires in
any German city, it isn’t necessary to

be one to enjoy the attractions of
this elegant resort, once known as
“the summer capital of Europe.”

The Romans were the first for-
eigners to appreciate its potential.
Attracted by the strategic position
between the Black Forest and the
Rhine River, as well as the mild
climate and the hot waters from
nearby springs, the Romans estab-
lished a permanent settlement here
around 70 A.D. Later it was named
Aquae Aureline (Waters of Aurelius)
after a 3rd-century Roman emperor;
another Roman ruler, Caracalla,
was said to have soothed his ar-
thritic aches and pains here. Ruins
of the ancient baths built for Roman

soldiers can still be seen near the
Continued on page 3.

Passion Play Tickets

n Bavaria, home of the annual
I world-famous Oktoberfest,

preparations are well under
way for a less raucous tradition that,
except for rare exceptions, occurs
just once a decade. In 2010, the
— Oberammergau
by Margie Gibson  pcsion Play, first
performed in 1634 in the small
mountain town an hour’s drive
south of Munich, will once more
draw visitors from around the
world. They will see an unforgetta-
ble production rooted in a southern
German tradition of bringing the
story of Christ’s crucifixion to the
stage. Tickets are already on sale
and advance planning is critical to
snagging a coveted ticket to a per-
formance.

The 2010 Passion Play premiers
May 15. It will be performed five

days each week until October 3, a
total of 102 performances. For the
first time in the play’s history, per-
formances will begin in the after-
noon, break for a three-hour dinner
intermission and resume in the
evening, concluding about 10:30pm.
Visitors attend performances in the
4,700-seat, open-air theater built in
1929, which has been outfitted with
a roof to protect audiences during
the frequent summer rains. Al-
though viewers will remain dry,
temperatures could be chilly. Even
if the sky is clear, evenings often
require a sweater, so be sure to
pack warm clothing (including

Continued on page 6...
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decaying East Berlin, joined to un-
dertake a gargantuan civic overhaul
that secured the city’s place once
again among the great European
capitols. Though most of us are
aware of the many extraordinary
new buildings, imagine problems
presented by more mundane unity
issues, such as linking phone, sewer,
and underground and surface trans-
portation systems that had been
separate for decades. In his book,
Berlin Journal, 1989-90, Robert Darn-
ton says the Wall so sealed off West
Berlin that rabies disappeared from
the city. Rabid foxes carrying the
disease couldn’t get in. But within a
few months of the Wall’s demise,
dead, rabid foxes were turning up in
West Berlin and all dogs, east and
west, had to be inoculated.

Now in November Berlin will
observe, with typical style, creativity,
and thoroughness, the fall of the Mau-
er. The official date is November 9.

Unfortunately, I won't be there
but on that day I'll sort through a
few Berlin memories.

In the years before this newslet-
ter was even a gleam in anyone’s
eye, and we were making annual
Germany trips, West Berlin was far
down my list of places to visit. First
was the problem of getting there—
one had to negotiate the harassing
border crossings—then there was
my mental image of the city as a

bombed-out husk. But it was Liz
who noticed how many Germans
said, “Have you been to Berlin yet?
You must see Berlin.” So, in 1981,
having read all the warnings about
not stopping while driving through
East Germany, not leaving the Auto-
bahn, and keeping our speed at no
more than 100 kph (62 mph), we set
off for the Helmstedt crossing point,
near Braunschweig. Except for a
ticket (10 West German DM, payable
on the spot) for failing to re-buckle
my seat belt as we left the check-
point, a stare-down with a young
East German soldier (I blinked first),
and the washboard highway, the
three and a half-hour trip was un-
eventful. As we rolled slowly along
the road toward Berlin, we glimpsed
rotting villages and ancient, horse-
drawn farm implements. We had
booked a double room for about $40
at the Hotel Am Zoo (currently $148
to $414), close to the Europa Center,
Ka De We, Zoo Station, and, of
course, in the very heart of West
Berlin action on the broad, exciting
Kurfiirstendamm (in my opinion
still the town’s best street).

Past Checkpoint Charlie aboard
a tour bus, we made our first visit to
East Berlin. Guards boarded to check
passports—no sunglasses— and
employed large, wheeled mirrors to
examine the vehicle’s undercarriage.
Except for a visit to the Pergamon
Museum, a brief look at the Soviet
War Memorial, and a “refreshment”
stop—warm beer and a few sorry

prepackaged snacks—we weren't
allowed off the bus. On its P.A. sys-
tem, the uptight tour director main-
tained a flow of useless statistics and
blatant, laughable propaganda.

That night, back in the West, we
dined at Fofi’s, a wonderful upscale
Greek restaurant whose owner, ac-
cording to John Le Carre in The Little
Drummer Girl, “was a woman of
cosmopolitan wisdom.” A sense of
the restaurant’s character can be
gleaned from this 1987 New York
Times excerpt on Berlin nightlife:

“Not long ago, at one of the most
fashionable restaurants, called Fofi’s,
a small man in overalls came in,
seated himself at the bar, placed a
clown-style red bulb on his nose,
then set up a rather elaborate easel
and canvas and proceeded to paint
throughout the evening. No one
seemed to feel that this was anything
but normal.”

Continued on page 8...
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BADEN-BADEN
Continued from page 1

city’s two large public baths.

A fast forward to the French Rev-
olution in the late 1700s found scores
of aristocrats scurrying to safety
across the Rhine and setting up
household in Baden (or Baths, the
German name of the town since the
Middle Ages). Then when France
banned gambling in the 1830s, Pari-
sian casino owners moved their op-
erations to Baden, adding another
layer of French flair and soon estab-
lishing the city as the gaming center
of Europe. The French connection
lasted until after World War II, when
the city (undamaged by war) be-
came the headquarters of the occu-
pying French forces in the region. By
then, its name was Baden-Baden
(meaning the city of Baden in the
state of Baden, the official designa-
tion since 1931), and its luster had
already faded.

The resort’s heyday came earlier,
during the Belle Epoque of the 19th
century; initially because of its casi-
no, the oldest and largest in Germa-
ny, and later for its thermal bathing
tradition, revived in Baden to attract
tourists after Bismarck closed the
casinos in 1872. Today one can still
luxuriate in a three-hour “Roman-
Irish” regimen of progressively hot-
ter and cooler pools at the massive
neo-Renaissance Friedrichsbad, a
public bathing palace of marble
columns, painted tiles, allegoric
frescoes, and intricate mosaics,
which opened in 1877. A totally
nude bathing facility, the Friedrichs-
bad has separate sections for men
and women, with mixed bathing
twice a week.

A short walk away, the much
newer, more modern Caracalla Spa
(circa 1985), offers a more family-
oriented, with-bathing-suit, experi-
ence of indoor and outdoor swim-
ming pools, hot- and cold-water grot-
toes, whirlpools, solariums, and sau-
nas. Both these large public baths also
provide specialized hydrotherapy,
massages, cosmetic treatments, and
other related services at extra cost.

HlBaden-Baden Basics
Population: 54,000
Elevation: 528 feet

Visitor Information: Tourist
offices located at Schwarzwald-
strasse 52 and Kaiserallee 3 (in
the Trinkhalle), 76530 Baden-
Baden, tel. +49/7221-275-200
and 275-201, fax 275-202,
info@baden-baden.com,
www.baden-baden.com

Driving distances:
Berlin 714 km/446 miles
Hamburg 663 km/414 miles
Frankfurt 182 km/114 miles
Freiburg 115 km/72 miles
Munich 320 km/200 miles
Nirnberg 288 km/180 miles

Stuttgart 113 km/74 miles
Vienna 768 km/460 miles
Zlrich 235 km/147 miles

Nearest airports: Frankfurt
(187 km/117 miles), Stuttgart
(136 km/85 miles), Basel (166
km/104 miles), Strasbourg (72
km/45 miles). The new Baden-
Airpark (Flughafen Karlsruhe /
Baden-Baden) in Séllingen (14
km/9 miles) from Baden-Baden
has flights within Europe and to
some countries outside of Eu-
rope, but not North America

Rail service: The train station is
located in the Oos district , a few
kilometers from the city center,
accessible by bus or taxi. You
can also take public transporta-
tion directly from Karlsruhe to
Baden-Baden (20 miles).

Recommended guidebooks:
The Tourist Information office
has a helpful booklet (in German
and English), titled “Baden-
Baden,” with thumbnail descrip-
tions (and opening time) of the
major sights and activities in the
area. The tourist office also sells
several books (in German)
about specific aspects of the city
and its history. The novel, Sum-
mer in Baden-Baden (English
translation), by Leonid Tsypkin,
is a recommended fictional ac-
count of Dostoevsky’s honey-
moon there; buy it in the U.S.

Along the Oos River, the Kurvi-
ertel park area features three large
buildings that have traditionally
been the center of the city’s social
life. At the colonnaded Trinkhalle
(Pump Room, or Drinking Hall),
visitors can sip the warm, sulfurous,
rather foul-tasting natural mineral
water straight from a tap. (A Tourist
Information Office is located here,
too.) The adjacent Casino is an opu-
lent gambling palace built in the
1830s, with four magnificent halls
decorated in 17th- and 18th-century
French styles, plush red carpets,
gilded mirrors, and enormous crys-
tal chandeliers. (Guided tours in the
mornings; open for gambling daily
from 2pm until early the next morn-
ing; dress code enforced.) Next door
is the neoclassical Kurhaus, which,
despite its name, is not for “taking
the cure.” The building houses sev-
eral elegant rooms used for public
concerts, exhibitions, and other spe-
cial events, as well as a restaurant.

From the front of the Kurhaus,
walk down Lichtentaler Allee, the
tree-shaded pedestrian promenade
and park extending 2.5 miles along
the river. Several museums are locat-
ed on this route, including the Art
Nouveau-era Kunsthalle, which
hosts changing art exhibitions; the
ultramodern Museum Frieder Bur-
da, with an impressive collection of
20th-century art; and the Stadtmuse-
um, focusing on the history of
Baden-Baden from the Roman era to
the present.

Strolling is a favorite pastime in
Baden-Baden, one of Germany’s
“greenest” cities with numerous
parks, gardens, and wooded areas. A
special self-guided “Fountain Walk”
leads past 52 fountains, sprays, and
other water displays. Or just wander
around the pedestrian zone down-
town, past all the fashionable bou-
tiques, jewelry stores, antique shops,
and sidewalk cafes.

Don't be surprised to see many
signs printed in Russian and fre-
quently hear the language spoken on
the street. Russians have been com-
ing to Baden-Baden since the 19th
century, when it was a favorite

Gemuitlichkeit

3

October/November 2009




www.gemut.com

http:/ /theeuropetraveler.com

haunt of such writers as Dosto-
evsky and Turgenev, as well as
members of the Russian nobility.
The beautiful Russian Church,
built in the 1880s, is open daily for
visitors. And the new Fabergé Mu-
seum displays Europe’s largest
collection of masterpieces from
Fabergé workshops, including
Russian imperial Easter eggs.

Though the relaxed pace of life in
Baden-Baden is more Mediterranean
than Germanic, the city offers many
activities. Music lovers flock to
world-class performances at the
Festspielhaus, Europe’s second larg-
est opera and concert hall. They also
enjoy the free concerts in front of the
Kurhaus every afternoon at 4pm.
Between May and September, bet-
tors head to the horse races in the
suburb of Iffezheim. And other
sporting types play golf or tennis, or
hike in the nearby Black Forest.

Whatever the chosen Baden-
Baden activity, you'll always be
following in the footsteps of the
famous who’ve taken their plea-
sures here, too—from 19th-century
writers, painters, composers, and

Key Websites for the Traveler
o www.gemut.com Gateway site for travel-
ers to Germanic Europe, including car rental,
rail passes, hotel bookings, travel tips, and
past issues (free access to back issues for
subscribers; see log-on info on page 2).

o www.viamichelin.com The Michelin data-
base of hotels and restaurants, plus great
interactive trip planning tools

o www.travelessentials.com Guidebooks,
maps, travel accessories, luggage, all at 10
percent off for subscribers. Use discount code
gemut2009.

® maps.google.com Best maps on the web.
Driving & walking. Zoom in-out. Great detail
city & country. Satellite & terrain views.

o bahn.hafas.de/bin/query.exe/en Ger-
man rail website, with train schedules
throughout Europe, as well as Germany

o www.sbb.ch/index_e.htm Swiss and
European rail schedules

o www.ski-europe.com Top Web resource
for skiers with much data on Alpine resorts

o www.myswitzerland.com Website of
Switzerland's national tourist authority

o www.germany-tourism.de Germany's
national tourist authority

o www.austria.info/us Austria’s nation-
al tourist authority

o www.historicgermany.com Website for
an alliance of historic German cities

o www.thetravelinsider.info Info on electronics
for travelers — cell phones, computers, etc.

crowned heads of Europe, to con-
temporary politicians as diverse as
Mikhail Gorbachev, Vladimir Pu-
tin, Angela Merkel, Bill Clinton,
and Barack Obama. After all, the
city’s main industry is tourism.

Such a well-known spa has plen-
ty of elegant hotels catering to the
rich and famous—or anyone else
who wants to spend €200 to €575
per night for a double room. The
city’s most renowned lodging is the
five-star-superior Brenner’s Park
Hotel & Spa, one of Europe’s finest
hotels and the preferred Baden-
Baden choice for royalty, heads of
state, and other luminaries. The
Dorint Maison Messmer Baden-
Baden and the Steigenberger Eu-
ropdischer Hof are the city’s other
five-star properties, followed by a
number of four-star-superior and
standard four-star hotels. Nine miles
away, high on a hill in the Black
Forest, overlooking the Rhine Valley,
the Schlosshotel Biihlerhohe is a
stunning five-star-superior beauty
with a legendary past.

But it is still possible to stay at
some very good Baden-Baden hotels
without breaking the bank. To expe-
rience the relaxing aspects of this
resort, book a hotel in the central
part of the city, then walk to all the
attractions and not worry about
parking.

Rathausgléckel

This new four-star property in a
historic building dating from 1632,
completely renovated in 2009, is
small, intimate, and family-run.
Oddly enough, the German- 0“0«:‘
born owner once lived in the ~ ©*°
United States and is an American
citizen. He and his Ukrainian wife
are both fluent in English and espe-
cially welcoming of North American
guests.

On a romantic narrow street
close to the Market Square and
Friedrichsbad thermal bath, the
Rathausglockel is just five minutes’
walk from most of Baden-Baden’s
major sights.

Each of its 16 rooms (including
four suites) is different, decorated in
tasteful Old-World style, with good
quality wooden furniture and well-
chosen textiles. Suites and junior
suite have two bedrooms and two
bathrooms. Because of restrictions
on structural changes to historic
buildings, there is no elevator, so be
prepared for steep, though richly
carpeted, stairs. The hotel’s small
library, and pleasant terrace are on
the top floor, with good views over
the city.

The breakfast buffet is served in
the adjacent Restaurant Rathaus-
glockel (see restaurant reviews).
Last year, when the current owner
was having the rubble cleared out of
the 14th century basement to build a
wine bar, workers discovered two
Roman granite pillars still intact and
Roman-era walls that were part of
the ancient baths, all from 300 A.D.
These have been incorporated into
the wine bar’s decor.

Daily Rates: Singles €85-100, dou-
bles €110-135, junior suites €130-200,
loft suite €160-300, all with breakfast
included (reduced rates for longer
stays), parking €8/day.

Contact: Hotel & Restaurant
Rathausglockel, Steinstrasse 7 -9,
76530 Baden-Baden, tel. +49/7221-
90-610, fax 90-6161,

info@rathausgloeckel.de,

www.rathausgloeckel.de
Rating: QuaLity 16/20, VALUE 16/20

Hotel am Markt

Just around the corner from the
Rathausglockel, this modest little
hotel faces the Market Square and
the Stiftskirche. Each of its 25
rooms (11 singles, 14 doubles) of-
fers a view of the square or the
city. Housed in a building con-
structed in 1716, am Markt also
has an elevator, two lounges, a TV
room, a light-and-airy breakfast
room, a small outdoor terrace on
the square, and a pleasant holiday
apartment with kitchen. All rooms
are decorated in a simple, modern
style, and most doubles have a
sofa, chair, table, and satellite TV.

Family-run for two generations,
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Book European Travel

Hotel Schloss Berg

® Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake

o Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View
* Easy Access to Oktoberfest

¢ Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office

Hotel magnificently situated on Lakeside
surrounded by elegant villas, manor houses,
castles, and Germany's most beautiful
countryside. Friendly, English-speaking staff.
Moderate affordable rates include sumptuous
buffet breakfast, tax and service. Free
bicycles, large rooms with private outside
terraces. Complimentary beer or wine with
lunch or dinner orders in our Lakeside
Dining Room and Pub. Ask about
Gemiitlichkeit senior citizen rebate.

Rapid Rail into Munich every 20 minutes.
Lake cruise ships stop at our dock, close to
Bavarian Castles and Austria.

USA Reservations Office
Toll Free: 866-833-1251
BOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFEST

Gemditlichkeit's
Trip Planning &
Booking Service

* Hotel Bookings
e Hotel/Restaurant Recommendations
e Backroads ltineraries

o Self-Guided Auto/Rail Tours

800-521-6722

A website for travelers to
Germanic Europe

Travel shopping is easy at www.gemut.com
You can now book hotels, purchase rail
passes and point-to-point rail tickets, buy
travel insurance, and request quotes on
transatlantic airline tickets and rental
cars. Secure, one-stop European travel
shopping at www.gemut.com

Subscribe Today!

1t’s wunderbar!

German Life is filled
with wonderful articles
and photography of the
S destinations, history,
\ ol culture, and lifestyles
Z that make Germany,

) Austria, and Switzerland

so unique and fascinat-

g == ing. You'll receive six,
5 v - full-color, bimonthly

,_ﬁE issues of German Life

Miisical) 7 g for just $22.95 a year
g o (2 33% savings off the
newsstand price.)

(serman [,fe

MAGAZINE

To subscribe call: 866-867-0251
Ask for offer SOCJ55
www.germanlife.com

Your Berlin Headquarters

Hotel Art Nouveau

K'Damm & Savignyplatz neighborhood
near many fine shops and small restaurants.
Mention Gemiitlichkeit for 10% discount
Editor's choice.

Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440
Email: info@hotelartnouveau.de
web: www.hotelartnouveau.de

[
Chalet & Apartment Rentals

Germany "Hand selected properties
Switzerland chosen for
Austria charm and quality"
France F-P

Italy

Drawbridge To Europe, Inc.

www.drawbridgetoeurope.com
Toll free 1-888-268-1148

Lowseason air to Europe...
Oct. 26-Dec. 10, Dec.25-Mar. 25

Consolidator Air Fares

Best fares on Lufthansa, American, Delta, United,
British Air, LTU, Northwest, Swiss, efc.

Atlanta $411
Boston $356
(6114 1+ R —— $412
Dallas ...ceeerveeseerernnserens $406
Denver ....oversssssesisseens $434
LosAngeles .....overseriens $462
[T — $412
New YOrk ...ccccrvervsrersernns $312
0rlando ...cceceerveenesenenns $412
=011 — $462
San Francisco $462
Washington DC $362
| Business Class  ovewee $270010$4000 |

Fares available from all U.S. gateways.

IMPORTANT: Fares are round trip to Germany for
mid-week travel and do not include tax, fees, & fuel
surcharge. Call for a to-the-penny quote or get
an email quote at www.gemut.com

800.521.6722

EUROPEAN AUTO RENTAL
GERMANY

(PARTIAL VEHICLE LIST)

CAR 1-WEEK XTRA DAY
OPEL CORSA WITH AIR $204 $29

VW GOLF (W/UPGRADE*) $205 $29
OPEL ASTRA (AUTO) $344 $48
VW PASSAT (W/UPGRADE*) $246 $35
VW PAssAT (AuTto) $363 $52
AuUuDI A4 $343 $49
MBZ C180 (W/UPGRADE*) $267 $38
MBZ C180 (AUTO/GPS) $378 $54
MBZ E200 (AUTO/GPS) $473 $68
VW TOURAN $327 $47
VW GOLF SW $268 $38
VW PASSAT SW $319 $46
AubpI A4 SW (GPS) $343 $49
BMW 530 SW (AUTo/GPS) $586 $84
VoLvo V70 SW (GPS) $394 $56
VW SHARAN 7-PASss $637 $91
$637 $91

* UPGRADES THROUGH 10/31/09. DISCOUNTS FOR LONGER RENT-
ALS. ALL RATES QUOTED IN THIS AD ARE AS OF 9/12/09, SUB-
JECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE BUT LOCK-IN AT BOOKING.
RATES BASED ON ONE-WEEK BOOKING . RATES INCLUDE UNLIM-
ITED MILEAGE, 3RD PARTY LIABILITY INS. BUT DO NOT INCLUDE
VAT, CDW, THEFT INSURANCE, ROAD TAX, AND AIRPORT FEES.

BEST CURRENT DEAL

* THROUGH NOVEMBER 30, DRIVE A FULLSIZE
MERCEDES C200 IN GERMANY FOR A WEEK FOR
$317, INCLUDING 19% VAT. TWO-WEEKS IS $570.

VW MINIBUS 9-PASS

CARS ALSO AVAILABLE IN MOST

GEMUTLICHKEIT Advertising Supplement
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EUROPEAN COUNTRIES

800-521-6722
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Anne McAlpin Travel Gear at Travel Essentials

Coast & Cruise Coast & Cruise Coast & Cruise
Lightweight Handbag Zip-Checkable Tote
Travel Tote (Zips into its own pocket!)
Your Price: Your Price: -

$35.95 $35.95 Your Price: $26.95
(Reg: $39.95) (Reg: $39.95) (Reg: $29.95)

Anne McAlpin spent 280 days on the
road last year and averaged 25 flights
per month doing it. Anne’s been
traveling like this for years and her
experiences have led to the design of
her very own line of handy travel
accessories. She has shared her pack-
ing tips on Oprah, CNN, The View and HGTV. Hop
over to www. TravelEssentials.com to see all her
products and her new book & DVD, Pack it Up.

Gemiutlichkeit Subscribers
use code gemut2009 to get

10% Oft

off any purchase

at TravelEssentials.com
800-258-0758

2008 Luggage from Eagle Creek

The Tarmac from Eagle Creek is a
staple in the wheeled luggage
world. It features a large and

roomy main compartment and

two good-sized front pockets
that are designed to work
specifically with Eagle

Creek's Pack-It Systems
organizers. So you can
easily organize while
keeping your clothes
wrinkle-free. The 22, 25

and 28 inch bags are all

- expandable, offering 25
percent more packing

space.

Tarmac 20” Reg: $245 Your Price: $220.50
Tarmac 22” Reg: $275 Your Price: $247.50
Tarmac 25” Reg: $295 Your Price: $265.50
Tarmac 28” Reg: $330 Your Price: $297.00

Travel Guides and Maps

At TravelEssentials.com, we feature a
wide variety of travel guides and maps
to help you on your way, no matter
the destination, including:

- Michelin Green Guides
- Michelin Red Guides
- ADAC Maxi Atlas of Germany
- Michelin Maps and Atlases
- Lonely Planet Guides
- Fodor’s Guides
- Rick Steves Guides
... and more!

www. TravelEssentials.com



2009 European Rail Pass Prices

AN IMPORTANT WORD ON BUYING RAIL PASSES IN’09 | AUSTRIA-CZECH PASS s - GERMANY-FRANCE PASS
. . . ult aver*  Yout 1 Adult Saver* Youth
Because of currency fluctuation, rail pass prices are 1stol st ondcl 1stCl 2ndcl 1stCl 2ndCl 2nd Gl
subject to change. At www.gemut.com you can 4 days in 2 months $243  $207  $158 ggays in g montﬂs gﬁgg gigg gzgg gggg ggg;
. Avg Extra Rail Day (6 max. 33 28 21 ays in 2 months
securely buy the listed passes, as well as dozens of | A9EXa Rl Day(6max) $28 8 B days in 2 months $520 $468 $468 $418 366
. . CZECH-GERMANY PASS 1 Adult Saver* Youth 8 days in 2 months $611 $550 $550 $479 $428
others. Or, for current prices or to place a rail pass 1$st ol 2$nd cl 1? ol Z%d cl gréd G | 0days in2 months S01 $632 63 $550 8495
_591- 5 days in 2 months 377 $310 310  $266 $266
order, call 800-521-6722x3, though we no longer 6 days in 2 months $419 $344 $344 $296 $206 | GERMANY-SWITZERLAND PASS X
book individual city-to-city tickets by phone. 8 days in 2 months $491 $408  $408 $352 $352 } :}dg:t ﬁivteél gﬁé't&
However, you can do that at www.gemut.com. From | 10dasin2months $966 47T SATL SHI0 SHI0 o e in2 months 2458' 2390 2322
the main page at our webstie, click “Buy a European | EUROPEAN EAST PASS 6 days in 2 months 505 430 355
Rail P Ptg to the rail T i iust P t | Austria, Gzech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Slovakda 8 days in 2 months $597 $510 8419
ail Pass” to go fo the rail page. To make just a seat | & gyysin’t montn $299 (1cl) $209 (20]) 10 days in 2 months $691 $590 $486
reservation, go to hitp:/wwuw.raileurope.com/us/rail/ | Avg.ExtraRail Day (6 max.) $36 $28 [TALY RAIL PASS
point to point/passholderrequest.ntm.” For FRANCE RAIL PASS Adults  Semior  Youth 1 Adult Saver Youth
European timetables go to www.bahn.de, choose 1ol udll 186l 1610 2ndkl i Sh Gl wd adll aed
p go 1o www.Dann.de, 3 days in 1 month $203 $250 $268 $217 $fgg | 3daysin2months §244°$199 5208 $169 161
English in the upper right corner. Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.) $45 $37  $40 $33 $28 | AvgExtraRail Day $30 24 §25  $20  $19
) . : . AUSTRIA-SWITZERLAND PASS
If you still have rail questions, call us at 800-521-6722x3. | FRANCE SAVER PASS 2 Adults Adults Saver  Youth
a0 2040l 15tCl st0 2ndCl
EURAILPASS TAdUlt  Saver  Youtn | 3daysinimonth 249 215 4 days in 2 months $366 31§27
CUAS T o Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.) §39 83 Avg. Exta Rail Day (6 max)  § 41 $35 §28
15 consecutive days 767 650 498 g
21 consecutive days $994  §e44  gpa5 | TRANCEATALYPASS . SWISS SAVERPASS & SWISS PASS
1 month $1235  §1048 S804 1 Adult Saver*  Youth 1 Adul Saver* Youth
mon 1stCl 2ndCl  1stCl 2ndCl 2ndCl
2 months $1744 $1482 $1134 ) 1st  2nd st ond st 2nd
3 month $2150 $1834  $1401 4 days in 2 months $351 $307  §307  §271 §232 Class Class Class Class Class Class
months 5 days in 2 months $391 8341 $341 8301 258 | 4ooncer gae $360 $247 314 $210 $277  $186
EURAIL FLEXIPASS 1Adut  Saver*  Youth 6 days in 2 months $432 8377 S377 $332 $283 | g llncelioe a4 8357 $455  $305 $401 268
1stCl, 1stCl, ond Cl. 7 days in 2 months $473 8410 $410 $360 313 | 45'uoncec days $646 $430 $550 $366 $486  $323
10 days in 2 months $$905 $$769 $591  days In 2 months gggg gjgg gjgg gggg gggg 22consec. days  $746  $498 $634  $424 $560  $374
15 days in 2 months 1190 1013 774 YS |
y $ 10 3ays n 2 months $05 8510 8510 S44 gwog | 1month $821 8547 9698  $466 $616  $411
W%S;M tri 1Adut  Saver  Youth FRANCE-SWITZERLAND PASS 14156 SAVER FLEXIPASS & SWISS FLEXIPASS
aajoining countries u aver ou FRANGE-OWITZERLANU FAdOO *
stCL  1stCl  2ndGL 1Adut  Saver® Youth 2opmoreAdutist - YAt
5 days in 2 months 484 411 316 1st Cl. 1st Cl 2nd Cl Class  Class  Class  Class
6 days in 2 months 535 457 350 4 days in 2 months $376 $319 $265 3 days in 1 month $302  $201 9354 $236
8 days in_ 2 months 634 542 411 Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.) $42 $35 $29 4 days in 1 month $365 $244 429 $287
10 days in 2 months 735 622 476 GERMAN RAILPASS 5 days in 1 month $423 5282 $496  $331
4 adjoining countries 1 Adult Saver* Youth 1 Adult Youth Twin Pass* 6 days in 1 month $479 $322 564 $377
. 1stCl. stC.  2ndCl istCl 2ndClL 2ndCL 1stCL  2ndCl.
5 days in 2 months 542 458 352 4daysintmonth  $340 $260 $216 $267  $195 SWISSCARD
ggays in g monms gg% ggg 43128 Avg. Extra Rail Day (6) $46  $31 $15  $30 $21 1Imog[t)h/-(} roundttnp icket $242(1cl) $173(2cl)
ays in 2 months plus 50% discount on rail tickets
i AUSTRIA-GERMANY PASS
! day; a”t]szzzi/[:]i;;t:;untries 1 /Z(?Jn sﬂ:* Y(?l]’tzh 1 Adult swer'  voun | SWISS TRANSEER TIGKET
180l Isto.  2ndCL 1stCl 2nd Gl 1stCl ondcl ondci | 1month- 1 round trip $183(Tcl)  $121(2cl)
5 days in 2 months 598 507 389 5 days in 2 months $390 §332 $332 $285 $285 . .
6 days in 2 months 648 551 120 6 days in 2 months $429  $365 $365 $315 $315 (*Prices per person, based on two or more traveling together at
8 days in 2 months 749 634 484 8 days in 2 months $510 $433  $433 §372 $372 | alltimes. **Junior & Youth fares apply only to passengers under
10 days in 2 months 845 716 547 10 days in 2 months $593 §504  §504 $433 $433 26. Where senior fares are offered, GOSIS qualifying age.Children
15 days in 2 months $1071 911 697 4-11 pay half the adult fare including Saverpass fares except
AUSTRIAN RAILPASS GERMANY-BENELUX PASS  Adul saver Youth | SWitzerland where kids under 16 are free with a parent )
1stCl 2nd Cl  Child 1st Child 2nd 1stCl 2ndCl  1stCl 2ndCl 2nd Gl ) . .
oo S W s 98 W | moma i e T e
Avg ExtraRail Day (5 max) $28  $19  $14  $10 Avg. ExiraRailDay (Smax)  $43  $33  $33 24 24 | P . u Subj e wi
currency fluctuation. Pass orders will be processed in dollars, but
amounts charged may vary from prices shown on this page.
Product # Days| 1stor2nd Class| Circle one Passenger Name (First and last as on passport) | Country of Residence | Price
Mr./Ms.
Mr./Ms.
Mr./Ms.
Mr./Ms.
Special Considerations (Specify countries for countries chosen for - Method of Payment (Visa MC AmEx Diners)
Selectpass, additional car and/or rail days, efc.) Card #: Exp. Date Est. total amount: $
Name .
TERMS & CONDITIONS: Prices on this page Street Order online at
subject to change. Orders over $449 shipped free
) : - www.gemut.com or
via Fedex/DSL. Canceled orders refunded 85%of City State Zip 'gemut.com o

total charge. Handling fee for cancels is $25.

Fax form to 541-488-8468 or mail to:
288 Ridge Road, Ashland OR 97520
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Cruising through Europe

Gemiitlichkeit Special Offer
Subscriber Discounts On 2009
European River Cruises

Choose from dozens of itineraries and sailings. Here are just a few:

ENCHANTING DANUBE
9 days, Budapest to Passau. From s1949

DANUBE DISCOVERY
9 days, Vienna to Nirnberg. From $2099

RHINE DISCOVERY
9 days, Nirnberg to Basel. From s2099

CASTLES ALONG THE RHINE
9 days, Basel to Amsterdam. From $1599

LEGENDARY RHINE & MOSEL Early Booking
14 days, Amsterdam to Basel. From $3599 Discounts as much

EUROPEAN JEWELS as $2000 per
16 days, Buapest to Amsterdam. From s4199 couple

EUROPEAN SERERANDE
14 days, Vienna to Amsterdam, From 3499

EASTERN EUROPE EXPLORER
16 days, Vienna to Bucharest. From 53999

GRAND EUROPEAN DISCOVERY
16 days, Basel to Vienna. From s4049

GRAND EUROPEAN SERERANDE

28 days, Amsterdam to Bucharest. From s8049

GRAND EUROPEAN EXPLORER
30 days, Basel to Bucharest. From s8199

When you sail with Uniworld
« Shore excursions included e Email available - stay in touch
« Non-smoking ships e Small ship ambiance (100 to 138 guests)
« English language only » Hotel-style beds
« Unpack only once e Terry cloth robes
o Most deluxe ships in Europe o Satellite TV in cabins
o Europe’s youngest fleet  Fitness Center

For free video and catalog, or to book space, phone Gemditlichkeit
UNIWERLD. 800-521-6722, press option 3

GEMUTLICHKEIT Advertising Supplement 1-4 October/November 2009
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am Markt is nicely located, offers
good value, and is popular with
guests (rated #1 by
Tripadvisor.com among 51 Baden-
Baden hotels), some of whom stay
for two or three weeks in the holi-
day apartment. The friendly own-
ers speak excellent English.

Daily Rates: Singles €32-50, doubles
€64-85, holiday apartment (for two
persons, five-day minimum) €72-80
Contact: Hotel am Markt, Markt-
platz 18, 76530 Baden-Baden, tel.
+49/7221-27-040, fax 27-0444,
info@hotel-am-markt-baden.de,
www.hotel-am-markt-baden.de
Rating: QuaLiry 11/20, VALUE 16/20

Bad Hotel Zum Hirsch

Offering old-world elegance at
competitive prices among Baden-

Baden hotels in its category, g5
the historic, four-star-superior @s‘:‘ce
Zum Hirsch, is run by the o

Russian-owned Heliopark Group.
The building dates from the 1600s, is
on the city’s cobblestoned pedestrian
zone, and was reopened in 2008 fol-
lowing a €17 million renovation.
Each of the 59 rooms and 12 suites is
different, but all include antique
furniture, custom wallpaper, and
beautiful textiles; some also have
chandeliers, oriental rugs, and mar-
ble bathtubs with taps connected
directly to the spa’s thermal waters.
The ornate Crystal Restaurant, once
the ballroom for Baden-Baden's
high-society soirées, offers a selection
of more than 100 wines.

Daily Rates: Singles €115-245, dou-
bles €155-325, suites €325-630
Contact: Heliopark Bad Hotel zum
Hirsch, Hirschstrasse 1, 76530
Baden-Baden, tel. +49/7221-9390, fax

939-111, info@heliopark-hirsch.de,
www.heliopark-hirsch.de
Rating: QuatiTy 17/20, VALUE 15/20

Note: The Heliopark Group also
operates the more modern, four-star,
business-class Heliopark Hotel
Quellenhof, located in the central
city, with 52 comfortable, spacious,
tastefully furnished rooms and
suites with contemporary decor, and
an old-style Cafe Vienna coffee-
house on the ground floor

(www.quellenhof-baden-baden.de).
Singles €110-160, doubles €150-200,

suites €180-300

Aqua Aurelia

The brand-new, ultramodern
Aqua Arelia Suite Hotel opened in
2009 on a prime piece of land across
from the Caracalla Baths. The build-
ing’s Bauhaus-style facade contrasts
starkly with the city’s opulent 19th-
century villas. Most of the 46 rooms,
all designated as suites, are decorat-
ed in the same minimalist style, with
simple, modern furniture, matching
red plush chaise lounge and swivel
chair, and flat-screen TV. A nice
breakfast buffet (with superb coffee)
is served in the chic little restaurant
area on the ground floor, but if the
weather is nice, you may want to
linger over breakfast on the spacious
terrace overlooking the park and
thermal baths.

Daily Rates: All rooms are classified
as “suites,” which sleep two people,
with prices ranging from €165-250.
For single occupancy, the junior
suites charge €35 less than the stan-
dard rate. Breakfast is an additional
€16, garage parking €15/day.
Contact: Aqua Aurelia Suitenhotel
Baden-Baden, Vincentistrasse 1,
76530 Baden-Baden, tel. +49/7221-
18-330, fax 18-3318,
info@acuaaurelia.de,

www.aquaaurelia.de
Rating: QuaLiry 16/20, VaLue 10/20

Gasthaus Auerhahn

For relaxing accommodations
just 10 minutes from the city center,
drive to the suburb of Geroldsau,
where the popular Gasthaus Auer-
hahn has been run by the friendly,
hospitable Schindler family for
many years. Located in a three-story
old Black Forest building, with gera-
nium-filled window boxes, this tra-
ditional German Gasthaus epitomizes
gemiitlichkeit.

The ground floor houses two
beautifully decorated dining areas
(see restaurant reviews), with a beer
garden in front. The Auerhahn’s 20
bedrooms are all oversize and com-
fortable, with traditional wooden

furniture (a few of the beds are
even four-posters, hung with sheer
curtains) and pleasant sitting ar-
eas; some rooms have balconies.
The hearty breakfast buffet is
served in an elegant room looking
onto a pretty garden. A bus stop
nearby makes for easy commuting
to the city center.

Daily Rates: Singles €62, doubles
€79-94. Reduced room rates for more
than one-night stays, up to €10 less/
day for seven overnights.

Contact: Gasthaus Auerhahn, Gerol-
sauerstrasse 160, 76534 Baden-
Baden, tel. +49/7221-7435, fax 7432,
Gasthaus Auerhahn@t-online.de,

www.gasthaus-auerhahn.de
Rating: QuaLiry 15/20, VALUE 16/20

Baden-Baden Restaurants

The city offers a wide range of
eating places, from small beer gar-
dens to elegant dining rooms. Late
afternoons find the pastry shops
packed with people enjoying the
traditional break for coffee and
cake. Try the elegant Cafe-Kondi-
torei Konig (Lichtentaler Strasse
12) or the Conditorei-Cafe Beeg
(Gernsbacher Strasse 44), both of
which serve elaborate house-made
pastries and confections. Cool off
with some excellent ice cream at
the Eiscafe Capri (Sophienstrasse
1-b), or indulge in rich handmade
chocolates at Confiserie Rumpel-
mayer (Kaiserallee 1).

Le Jardin de France

One of two Michelin-starred
restaurants in Baden-Baden, Le
Jardin de France earned its single
star a decade ago and continues
to be highly-rated among IS
the region’s eating estab- €
lishments. Located in the
inner courtyard of the Art Nou-
veau “Goldene Kreuz” building,
the small restaurant has an indoor
dining room housed under a glass
roof and a pleasant open-air sec-
tion for dining in good weather.

Alsatian-born chef Stephan
Bernhard and his wife Sophie
characterize their restaurant as “a
little corner of France inside Ger-
many.” The menu changes with
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the seasons, emphasizing fresh in-
gredients and innovative prepara-
tion (but still solidly grounded in
classical techniques). Prices match
the cuisine’s high quality, so the
best bargain is the “business
lunch,” a €29 three-course, set-
price meal offered at midday,
Tuesday through Friday, or the
Saturday three-course lunch menu
at €39.

A lunch menu last summer
consisted of an appetizer of boned
chicken rolled around foie gras and
served with a small salad, fol-
lowed by fried duck breast sea-
soned with gingerbread spices,
and a dessert of apricots with
black currant juice and pistachio
ice cream, all beautifully present-
ed. As at most restaurants of this
level an ameuse gueule—a tidbit of
the chef’s choice, not listed on the
menu—is often served between
courses.

Individual dishes ordered 4 la
carte are considerably more expen-
sive, but a wider range of the
chef’s art can be tasted by selecting
one of the other fixed-price multi-
course menus (also offered in the
evening), which range from €49-
105, some with matching wines
included.

Contact: Le Jardin de France, Lich-
tentaler Strasse 13, 76530 Baden-
Baden, tel. +49/7221-300-7860,

info@lejardindefrance.de,

www.lejardindefrance.de. Open
Tuesday-Saturday, noon-2pm, 7-

9:30pm.
Rating: Quatity 17/20, VALUE 15/20

Kurhaus Restaurant

Baden-Baden’s Kurhaus restau-
rant serves classically-prepared,
French- and Italian-influenced
cuisine in its elegant indoor dining
rooms and on the more casual ter-
race in front of the Kurhaus. The
best deal is on Monday evenings,
when a fixed-price “two-for-one”
menu for €23.50 (€11.75 per per-
son, drinks extra) is on offer.

A recent dinner began with an
ameuse gueule, followed by a first
course of frothy zucchini soup

with chanterelle mushrooms, a
main dish of braised lamb in
thyme sauce with fresh vegetables
and rosemary-seasoned potatoes,
and panna cotta garnished with
fruit and a profiterole for dessert,
all accompanied by a bottle of 2008
Spatburgunder Rosé (€12.50/bot-
tle extra). Regular 4 la carte prices
range from soups and appetizers
at €5-13, meat and fish main dish-
es at €15-24, and desserts for €6.

Contact: Kurhaus Restaurant
Baden-Baden, Kaiserallee 1, 76530
Baden-Baden, tel. +49/7221-90-70,
fax 90-7150,
info@kurhausrestaurant.de,
www.kurhausrestaurant.de. Open
daily, 10am-midnight.

Rating: Quariry 14/20, VALUE* 15/20
(*based on the two-for-one price)

Restaurant Rathausgléckel
In the hotel of the same name,

Restaurant Rathausglockel is a
cozy, nicely decorated, old-style
Gasthaus serving standard German
fare. Each month the menu fea-
tures a different specialty, such as
lamb or Kobe beef. Soups, salads,
and appetizers range from €4.50-
12.50. Some of the latter are large
enough to be main courses, as are
the lighter meat dishes such as
bacon pancakes with salad (€8.50).
Pastas are €8.90-10.50, and meat
main dishes, such as pork filet in
mushroom cream sauce, are from
€12.50-22.50, with fish main cours-
es at €16.50-18.50.

Contact: Restaurant Rathausglockel,
Steinstrasse 7 — 9, 76530 Baden-
Baden, tel. +49/7221-906-100,

info@rathausgloeckel.de,

www.rathausgloeckel.de. Open dai-
ly, 5:30pm-11 pm. The basement

Weinkeller and Bar (separate en-
trance) is open daily, 5:30pm-lam.
Rating: Quatity 10/20, VaLue 10/20

Gasthaus-Restaurant Auerhahn
Dine on well-prepared, tradition-

al German dishes in the Gasthaus

Restaurant Auerhahn’s cozy, rus-

tic, wood-paneled Stube, or in the

elegant dining room, or under the

shade of spreading chestnut trees

in the beer garden, with the
sounds of a nearby gurgling
stream. Appetizers and salads (in-
cluding large salads garnished
with meats) range from €4.80-
15.80; house-made soups are
€4.80-6.80. Meaty main dishes
(€12.80-24.80) include specialties
such as the Baden versions of
Maultaschen (hefty German “ravio-
li”) accompanied by a big salad
(€12.80), and Sauerbraten with
Spéatburgunder wine sauce. If you
prefer fish (€16.80-21.80), try the
fresh Black Forest trout with al-
monds in butter sauce. Desserts
are as ample as the other courses.
Occasionally the restaurant also
hosts a Grillabend, an evening
when a variety of meats are grilled
outdoors in the beer garden (check
for dates and times). Fresh game is
offered on the special autumn
menu.

Contact: Gasthaus Restaurant Auer-
hahn, Gerolsauerstrasse 160, 76534
Baden-Baden, tel. +49/7221-7435,
fax 7432, Gasthaus Auerhahn@t-
online.de, www.gasthaus-
auerhahn.de

Rating: QuaLity 14/20, VALug 15/20

PASSION PLAY
Continued from page 1

caps) in case the weather is not
cooperative.

The most reliable, perhaps least
expensive, way to book tickets is
through the Passion Play’s website
(www.passionsspiele2010.de), which
ensures that ticket scams are avoid-
ed. Expect to buy a package (Ar-
rangement) that includes a room and
meals as well as a ticket for the per-
formance. Tickets alone, without
room and meals, are intended only
for people living within an hour or
two of Oberammergau and already
are virtually sold out.

Keep in mind that for residents of
Oberammergau, the Passion Play is a
serious religious commitment and
they make every effort to maintain an
atmosphere that enables visitors to
participate in their experience. The
careful organization of visitors’ time
in the town allows for a sharing of
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this sense of solemnity and an avoid-
ance of excessive hucksterism.
Though the visitor may lose some
independence as far as meals and
housing is concerned, they will enjoy
a small, Alpine town surprisingly
lacking in chain-style, heavily com-
mercial tourist accommodations.

In order to attend a performance,
visitors traveling from North Ameri-
ca have three choices, all available
on the Passion Play website:

e The first, easiest, and most ex-
pensive option is to buy an extended
package tour that includes the per-
formance through a recommended
U.S. or Canadian tour operator

(www.oberammergau-passion.com/
cms/front content.php?idart=130);

*The second is to purchase a one-
or two-day package on the Passion
Play’s English website sold by a rec-
ommended U.S .or Canadian opera-

tor (www.oberammergau-
passion.com/cms/

front content.php?idart=148). These
packages are similar to those on the

German language Passion Play web-
site and include a theater ticket, a
room and meals. However, they are
sold through a U.S. tour operator.
You will be conducting the transac-
tion in English but you will pay a
higher price for the service than you
would if you booked through the
German site. Wilcox Travel in
Asheville, NC, for example, offers a
two-night package that includes two-
nights” accommodations and perfor-
mance ticket for $1,275.

(Editor’s Note: Available through
Gemiitlichkeit’s travel service via our
partner Nonstop Travel in Los Angeles,
are one and two-night packages men-
tioned above. They are priced from €199
to €839, plus a $100 per person service
fee. The higher the price, the better the
accommodations and tickets. It should be
noted that you can purchase these pack-
ages without the service charge via the
Passion Play German-language website
as described below.)

e The third option is to order a
one-or two-day package (Arrange-
ment) which includes tickets from
the Passion Play’s German website

(www.passionsspiele2010.de/

index.php?id=88). This option is
offered directly through the Office of
the Passion Play in Oberammergau.
The package provides a ticket for the
performance (on a Sunday, Tuesday,
Thursday or Friday), meals, and a
room. If the overnight accommoda-
tion is not in Oberammergau, it will
be within 20 kilometers of the town
and the package will include a shut-
tle to and from the theater. Prices
for the one-night package range
from €199-575. The two-night pack-
age, which provides for a more re-
laxed experience, costs between
€275-839. Visitors are able to
choose the accommodation catego-
ry, which ranges from luxurious to
simple, in hotels, B&Bs, inns, “Few-
0s” (holiday apartments) and pri-
vate residences. Those who buy the
more expensive Arrangements will
have better seats, although the the-
ater has excellent acoustics and
good sight-lines, so a cheaper seat is
not necessarily a bad seat.

Requesting a specific hotel on the
booking form will reduce chances of
getting an Arrangement for your re-
quested date. However, a number of
restaurants and hotels in the area
have formed Total Lokal,

(www.ammergauer-alpen.de/de/
oberammergau/total-lokal-bei-dies-
en-gastwirten-wird-regional-
gekocht-mit-produkten-aus-den-

ammergauer-alpen.html) in an effort
to feature local products and hospi-

tality. If a preference for a Total Lokal
accommodation is noted on the tick-
et application form, the ticket office
will make an effort to honor the re-
quest, although this is by no means
guaranteed.

Nicole Greifelt, who handles
bookings for the Passion Play Office,
says that the Arrangements are being
booked quickly. She added that after
the ticket office receives the booking
form (available on the website), it
may take up to four weeks to con-
firm availability. If U.S./Canada
tour operators return unsold tickets,
more accommodations could be
released by spring. The likelihood of
this is a matter of debate: An article
in the Miinchner Merkur, a Munich-
based newspaper with extensive

local coverage, asserts that U.S. sales
have been severely hurt by the eco-
nomic problems this year, but the
Passion Play Office says U.S. sales
are going well.

Individual tickets for Saturday
performances only, set aside for locals,
are already extremely scarce and ac-
cording to Greifelt, are for all intents
and purposes no longer available.

Tourist offices and hotels in the
region expect more guests than usu-
al next year, so even people travel-
ing in the area but not attending the
play will contend with higher prices
and a smaller selection of rooms.

Tickets returned several days
before a performance will be dis-
tributed according to a waiting list.
Greifelt said that getting a ticket on
the day of a performance is highly
unlikely.

For further information and
booking information, check the
Passion Play website. Ticket pack-
ages can be purchased via the sites
listed below:

1. www.oberammergau-
passion.com/cms/
front content.php?idcat=14&lang=2

From the list on the left side of the
screen, click on How to Book for ticket
information. At the next screen, select 1 or
2 night packages. This will bring you to
tours offered by U.S. operators, but these
prices are higher than if booked through
the German site below.

2. www.passionsspiele2010.de

General information about the Pas-
sion Play in German. This is also your
starting point to make a booking in
English. Click Arrangements to go to
www.passionsspiele2010.de /
index.php?id=88). The following choices
will be listed (our English translation is in
parenthesis). Check these pages and make
your booking using Buchungsformular.

1 Ubernachtung (One night package)
2 Ubernachtungen (Two night package)

Unterkunftkategorien (Accommo-
dation categories corresponding
with categories on the price list )

Preisliste (Price list)
Spieldaten (Performance dates)
Sitzplan (Seating plan for theater)

Gemuitlichkeit

7

October/November 2009




www.gemut.com

http:/ /theeuropetraveler.com

Buchungsformular (Package applica-
tion form. Download and complete,
then submit via mail or fax, see below)

Kreditkartenformular (Credit card
form—gives the Passion Play office
permission to charge your account.)

AGB (The fine print)
Telephone: +49/8822/923 10
Fax: +49/8822/ 923 152

Email: info@passionsspiele2010.de

Total Lokal: Hotels and restaurants
offering local products:
www.ammergauer-alpen.de/de/
oberammergau/total-lokal-bei-dies-
en-gastwirten-wird-regional-gekocht-
mit-produkten-aus-den-ammergauer-
alpen.html

Readers’ Forum

Frankfurt Fan

Great article about Frankfurt in
September's issue. Good airport,
good transportation system, numer-
ous people speak English and, if you
know where to look, good restau-
rants. And a great hotel to stay, the
Hotel Florentina on Westendstrasse,
within walking distance of the
Hauptbahnhof (main rail station).
When we fly to Germany it's always
to Frankfurt Flughafen. Then to the
rail station for connections to any-
where in Europe via the rail systems.

Of course my secret for loving
Frankfurt is 24 months stationed
with the U.S. Army in Frankfurt.

ED PARrr
VIA EMAIL

Baden-Baden’s Christmas
Market

There are many Christmas Mar-
kets all over Germany, Austria and
other parts of Europe. Though my
wife and I are big fans of these mar-
kets, we have often been disappoint-
ed when we discovered with some
of the big city markets how many of
the "local handicrafts" turned out to
be made in China.

Baden-Baden is one of those mar-
kets where, among the 65-70 stalls,
one finds mostly local handicrafts
made in the Black Forest area—and
Santa arrives by a hot-air balloon!

HEeiNnz NIEDERHOFF
VIA EMAIL

DEAR SUBSCRIBER

Continued from page 2

We went to Fofi’s each time we
were in Berlin, but just after unifica-
tion, she moved to the Mitte where,
experts said, the glittery crowd would
soon relocate. Unfortunately, the tim-
ing was wrong and her new restau-
rant closed for lack of business.

The next time we entered East
Berlin, it was on our own via the
Friedrichstrasse S-Bahn station, the
last on the line before the West Ber-
lin border, celebrated for its spy
traffic. The one-to-one exchange of a
few West German marks for East
German ones was mandatory, even
though they were difficult to spend.
From one of a handful of desultory
shops on East Berlin’s showplace
boulevard, Unter den Linden, we
bought a poorly-cured leather wal-
let that stank so bad we threw it
away. At a café thick with cigarette
smoke, most of the menu items
were unavailable.

Hotel Art Nouveau, owned by
Christine and Gerd Schlenzka, who
became friends and introduced us
to the incomparable Rogacki and
other restaurants in their neighbor-
hood, including Tavola Calda, was
a 1997 discovery. For us, Art Nou-
veau will always be the place to
stay; high ceilings, tall windows,
wood floors, homey and welcom-
ing—but of course I've long since
lost objectivity when it comes to
Art Nouveau.

Since that skeptical first visit in
1981, Berlin has become an impor-
tant part of my life. Despite all the
changes, much endures. Take, for
example, the goose-down comforter
we bought at Ka De We (Kaufhaus
des Westens, the famous depart-
ment store) and shipped home.
Pretty pricey at around $500, but we
slept under it every night for 28
years, only retiring it last spring
when goose feathers began floating
around the bedroom. The new one
will never takes its place.

So, on November 9, raise a glass
to “Bear-lean,” back on top again.
Who knows what’s next?—RHB

We Recommend

This listing of good value, mid-priced hotels in popular destination
cities is intended for fast reference. Additional hotels and links to
hotel websites is in the “Hotels” pages at www.gemut.com.
Hotels are arranged in price order, higher to lower.

Berlin
Hotel Art Nouveau, Leibnizstr. 59, tel. +49/030/327 7440, fax
327 744 40, info@hotelartnouveau.de, www.hotelartnouveau.de
Hotel Domus, Uhlandstrasse 49, Germany D-10719, tel. +49/
030/882041, fax 882 0410, info@hotel-domus-berlin.de

Bern

Hotel Bristol, Schauplatzgasse 10, CH-3011, tel. +41/31/311
0101, fax 311 9479, email reception@bristolbern.ch
Hotel Kreuz, Zeughausgasse 41, CH-3000, tel. +41/031/329
9595, fax 329 95 96, hotelkreuz@swissonline.ch

Lucerne
Hotel Wilden Mann, Bahnhofstrasse 30, CH-6000 Luzern, tel.
+41/041/2101666, fax 2101629, mail@wilden-mann.ch
Hotel Cascada, Bundesplatz 18, CH-6003 Lucerne, tel: +41/
041/226 80 88, fax 226 80 00, info@cascada.ch

Munich
Hotel Exquisit, Pettenkoferstr. 3, tel. +49/089/ 551 99 0, fax
551 99 499, info@hotel-exquisit.com.
Hotel Acanthus, An Der Hauptfeuerwache 14, D- 80331
Mnchen, tel. +49/089 / 23 18 80, fax: 2 60 73 64, e-mail:
acanthus@t-online.de
Hotel Kraft, Schillerstr. 49, tel. +49/089/594823-24, fax 550
3856, office@kraft-hotel.com

Rothenburg ob der Tauber
Reichs-Kiichenmeister, Kirchplatz 8, Rothenburg o.d. Tauber,
Germany D-91541, tel. +49/09861/97 00, fax 97 04 09,
hotel@reichskuechenmeister.com
Hotel Hornburg, Hornburgweg 28, D-91541, tel. +049/09861/
8480, fax 5570, hotelhornburg@t-online.de,
www.hotelhornburg.de
Salzburg & Environs

Schloss Haunsperg , A-5411 Oberalm bei Hallein, Hammer-
strasse 32, tel. +43/06245/80662, fax 85680,
info@schlosshaunsperg.com
Hotel Struber, Nonntaler Hauptstrasse 35, Austria A-5020 tel.
+43/0662/843 728, fax 843 728 8, struber@shg.at
Hotel Jedermann, Rupertgasse 25, Austria A-5020, tel. +43/
0662/873241-0, fax 873241-9, jedermann@salzburginfo.or.at

Vienna
Hotel Romischer Kaiser, Annagasse 16, A-1010, tel +43/01/
51277 510, fax 512 77 51 13, info@rkhotel.bestwestern.
Altstadt Vienna, Kirchengasse 41, tel. +43/01/526 3399-0, fax
5234901, hotel@altstadt.at, web: www.altstadt.at
Pension Aviano, Marco-D'Aviano-Gasse 1, tel. +43/01/512
8330, fax 512 8330 6, aviano@pertschy.com

Ziirich
Hotel Florhof, Florhofgasse 4, Switzerland CH-8001, tel. 41/01/
261 4470, fax 261 4611, info@florhof.ch
Hotel Arlette, Stampfenbachstrasse 26, Switzerland CH-8001,
tel. +41/01/25 20 032, fax 25 20 932, hotel.arlette@bluwin.ch

Frankfurt Airport
Steigenberger Esprix Hotel Frankfurt Airport, CargoCity
Stid, D-60549 , tel. +49/069/69 70 99, fax 69 70 94 44,
frankfurt@esprix-hotels.de
Hotel Birkenhof, von-Eiff-Str 37, Hanau-Steinheim, D-63456,
tel. +49/06181/648 80, fax 64 88 39, info@HotelBirkenhof.de,
www.hotelbirkenhof.de (25-minute drive from airport)
Hotel Dreieich, Frankfurter Str. 49, Langen , D-63225, tel.
+49/06103/91 50, fax 52 030. _hotel-dreieich@gmx.de
Munich Airport

Daniel's Hotel, Haupstrasse 11, Halbergmoos-Goldach, D-
85399, tel. +49/0811/55120, fax 551213, info@hotel-
daniels.de, www.hotel-daniels.de
Hotel Hoyacker Hof, Freisinger Landstrasse 9a, D-85748
Garching b. Minchen, tel. +49/089/326 9900, fax 320 7243,
info@hayackerhof.de

Ziirich Airport
Mdvenpick Ziirich Airport, Walter-Mittelholzerstrasse 8, CH-
8152 Glattbrugg, tel. +41/01/808 88 88, fax 808 88 77,
hotel@movenpick-zurich-airport.ch
Hotel Fly Away, Marktgasse 19, Ziirich-Kloten, CH-8302, tel.
+41/01/804 4455, fax 804 44 50, reservation@hotel-flyaway.ch
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