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eidelberg is one of those cities 
that casts a spell. A perennially 
popular tourist destination, it 

attracts more than 3.5 million visitors 
every year, many of them travelers who 
fell in love with the city on their first trip 
and keep returning, drawn again and 
again by its picturesque location, roman-
tic reputation, and unspoiled beauty.

They aren’t the 
first to appreciate 

Heidelberg’s appeal. In the early 19th-
century, German Romantic poets became 
enamored of the city, with its idyllic set-
ting, old buildings, and quiet courtyards 
that evoked an earlier, less complicated 
era. That idealized image has lasted for 
200 years, perpetuated in poems, plays, 
novels, and films, including the 1927 
classic movie musical, The Student Prince 
in Old Heidelberg.

Even early man knew a good lo-

cation when he saw it. In 1907 the 
jawbone of an ancient hominid, “Hei-
delberg Man” dating from 400,000 to 
600,000 years ago, was unearthed in the 
nearby village of Mauer. Fast forward 
from his time to the 5th-century B.C. 
when Celts settled on the site of today’s 
Heidelberg, followed by the Romans in 
40 A.D., and Germanic tribes 200 years 
later. By the Early Middle Ages (400-
1000 A.D.), Christian monasteries were 
being built in this area, although the 
first recorded reference to a community 
called “Heidelberch” was in 1196.

Situated in the valley of the me-
andering Neckar River, Heidelberg 
extends partway up the steep, forested 
slopes of the Odenwald mountains on 
both sides of the water. Flowing east to 
west, where it meets the Rhine only 22 
km (14 miles) away, the Neckar divides 
the city into two parts, with the Altstadt 

by Sharon Hudgins 

by Phyllis Meran

o visitor to Zürich, of course, 
expects a stay there to be inex-
pensive. Still, it would be a pity 

to miss Switzerland’s largest city for fear 
a visit might cost too much.

Reflections of the tall white houses 
of the Altstadt shimmer in the Lim-

mat River that is its 
centerpiece. Swans 

glide grandly by. A stroll along the 
Schipfe from which ships of long ago 
set out across the waterway, affords a 
splendid view of the riverfront. But an 
even grander one is from the higher 
Lindenhof—a  park that marks the site 
of the Roman settlement that was the 
start of the city. And, best of all, from the 
2,857-foot high Uetliberg, the whole city 
comes into view. 

In summer, sailboats tack across 
the  lake—the Zürichsee—and on clear 

days the mountains of Uri and Glarus 
are its backdrop. 

On the pedestrian Limmatquai on 
the river’s left bank (across the river if 
you are coming from the Hauptbahn-
hof) stand the 17th-century Renais-
sance-style Rathaus, and the 15th-cen-
tury Wasserkirche, in whose crypt are 
the remains of the city’s patron saints, 
Felix and Regula, beheaded by the 
Romans. Here, too, is the 18th-century 
Helmhaus, formerly a law court and a 
linen market. Along the quay are sou-
venir shops and hotels, shoe stores, and 
trendy clothing stores. 

Uphill from the river, is lively Nie-

Now it begins
All over Europe trees are beginning 

to bud, outdoor tables are being dusted 
off and the big umbrellas that shade 
them are being shaken out. Another 
summer of European travel is nearly 
upon us.

Here in the U.S., millions are mak-
ing their plans, mapping out itinerar-
ies, researching hotels, and pricing air 
tickets, rental cars and rail trips. As 
usual, the U.K., Italy and France will 
attract the most visitors. Spain contin-
ues to grab a greater share of the mar-
ket as do former eastern bloc countries 
such as Croatia, Slovenia, Poland and 
the Czech Republic. 

Because of the part of our business 
that books air tickets, rental cars, rail 
passes, we have our finger on the pulse 
of that planning process. Naturally, I 
have some impressions and suggestions.

There’s much denial about the cur-
rent price of transatlantic airline tickets. 
The oft-repeated refrain goes “I’m wait-
ing for the sales to book my tickets.” Yes, 
there will be a few sales but they will be 
very brief, the cuts won’t be deep, there 
will be many restrictions, and any deals 
will rarely include nonstops. Our advice 
is to take the best fare available and buy 
now. Business travel to Europe has been 
slow to recover so we’re seeing some 
surprisingly attractive business class 
fares. Lufthansa, for example, has $1538 
to $2278 biz class fares from New York 
to Europe for high season travel, with 
somewhat higher fares from more west-
erly gateway cities. Those numbers don’t 
include taxes, fees and fuel surcharges 
of $500-$600. The sale ends May 31, but 
get tickets ASAP to avoid the predicted 
increase in fuel surcharges (contact Laura 
Riedel at 800-521-6722 x 2).

I am continually surprised at how 
many car rental shoppers ignore, or are 
unaware of, a few basic money-saving 
booking and planning tactics. Despite 
its often high price tag, the international 
one-way car rental, for example, is more 
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popular than ever. It may seem like a 
good idea to rent a car in Munich, drop 
it in Madrid, and see the country along 
the way, but the one-way fee may be 
more than $1000. That might be a nasty 
surprise for someone who has already 
purchased a Munich-Madrid “open-jaw” 
airline ticket. Avoid IOWs that involve 
Italy, Spain, the Scandinavian countries, 
and former eastern bloc countries. 

A classic mistake is to rent a full-size 
car in the hope of getting a large vehicle. 
The truth is, full-size sedans and station 
wagons are seldom bigger than vehicles 
in the intermediate rental categories. In 
fact, the intermediate VW Passat sedan 
is just a hair larger than a “full-size” 
Mercedes C-200, though its rental cost is 
usually about 50-percent less. 

The number of passengers that can 
comfortably fit into a rental car is an-
other issue. Seven, or even six, travelers 
and their luggage are not recommended 
for a seven-passenger van, and there 
really is no comfortable vehicle for five 
passengers except a van.  

And people, people, people, please 
learn to drive a standard transmission 
car. Cars with automatic transmission in 
Europe are scarce, and that makes them 
expensive—in some cases double the 
price of the same car with manual shift. 
Station wagons and vans with automatic 
are especially rare. A van with automatic 
rented for a week at the Frankfurt Air-
port is over $1700. The same van with 
manual is $959. (Pick it up downtown 

and the price drops to $799.) Automatics 
at rental car stations in small to midsize 
towns in France or Spain are virtually 
non-existent. 

There are literally hundreds of rental 
car websites. When it comes to Europe, 
they all use the same seven rental car 
companies: Avis, Budget, Europcar, Na-
tional, Hertz, Thrifty, and Sixt. But the 
truth is we’re really down to four: Avis 
owns Budget, Europcar owns National, 
and Hertz owns Thrifty. What this means 
for the customer is higher, more uniform 
pricing. When it comes to service in 
Europe, we don’t see much difference, 
though there seems to be an inordinate 
number of complaints about Thrifty’s 
insistence on forcing customers to pur-
chase expensive collision and theft insur-
ance unless they use a specific credit card 
and carry written proof of that coverage. 
Europcar seems to get the most com-
plaints but its also rents the most cars. 

In searching car rental prices on the 
Internet, don’t fail to dig deep for the 
fine print. If the online quote includes 
CDW and theft insurance, there’s almost 
certain to be a very large deductible or 
“excess,” sometimes as much as €1500. 
To reduce the deductible will require 
the purchase of “Super ” CDW/theft 
that ranges from about €10 to €40 per 
day. These days pre-paid Internet book-
ings almost always include some sort of 
cancellation fee. In some cases it’s pos-
sible to book without a pre-payment but 
you’ll probably pay a higher price and 
the quoted rate will be guaranteed in 
euros not dollars. In addition, paying in 
Europe will trigger a three-percent for-

eign transaction fee by most credit cards. 
Speaking of credit cards, those issued 

in the U.S. come without an embedded 
chip that enables them to be recognized 
by certain machines in Europe such as at 
parking lots, rail stations and self-service 
gas stations. Some machines will work if 
you punch in your credit card’s PIN, but 
others simply won’t accept the card. At 
a rail station you can usually find a live 
ticket seller (after waiting in line), but 
perhaps not at a parking garage. There’s 
nothing to be done, other than to know 
your PIN and be aware that your card 
may not work in some machines.

When it comes to itinerary planning, 
our contact with Europe-bound travelers 
indicates that most people try to cram 
too much geography into their time in 
Europe. Planning to visit Paris, Berlin, 
Prague, Vienna and Munich in 14 days 
is not prudent, especially by car. Take a 
close look at your plan, use Google maps 
to plot driving distances and times, and 

http://www.gemut.com/see-back-issues.html
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HEIDElBERG
Continued from page 1

(Old Town) located on the southern 
bank. The river also moderates the cli-
mate in this region of the federal state of 
Rhineland-Palatinate, one of the warm-
est areas of Germany.

Towering over the Altstadt are the 
massive red sandstone ruins of Schloss 
Heidelberg, the iconic image seen on 
almost every postcard and tourist snap-
shot. The oldest parts of this landmark 
castle date to the 12th-century. Over 
the next 500 years, several additions 
expanded the labyrinthine, multilevel 
edifice, which served as both a military 
fortress and the elegant residence of 
prince-electors of the Palatinate. But 
lightning strikes, fires, and cannonballs 
all took their toll over time, with the final 
destruction of the castle led by French 
troops of Louis XIV in 1693.

Today, tourists delight in the pan-
oramic views from the ruined castle’s 
terraces, gardens, and towers that 
overlook the river and the city. Other 
attractions include the restored rooms 
of the prince-electors, the German Phar-
macy Museum, and the world’s largest 
wooden wine barrel. The best way to 
appreciate the castle’s architectural ac-
cretions and complicated history is to 
take a guided tour with a licensed guide, 
or do it on your own with an audio tour 
available at the castle entrance.

To reach the castle, you can walk up 
133 steps from the Altstadt—or ride the 
modern Bergbahn (funicular railway) 
from the Kornmarkt square in the Old 
Town to the castle stop. The best deal is 
to buy a HeidelbergBeWelcomeCARD 
for public transportation, which includes 
a Kombi-Ticket for one round-trip on 
the funicular from the Kornmarkt to the 
castle and free entry to the castle itself. 
For an additional fee you can also take 
the funicular farther up the mountain 
to the Molkenkur stop, then transfer to 
the historic Königstuhlbahn, riding its 
wooden cars up to the Königstuhl, the 
highest point in Heidelberg (568 meters, 
1864 feet), where you’ll find restaurants, 
cafes, hiking trails through the forest, 
and excellent views over the Neckar 
Valley. 

Below the castle, Heidelberg’s 

Hauptstrasse (Main Street) parallels 
the river, extending for two kilometers 
between the 18th-century Karlstor 
(Charles Gate) and the bustling modern 
Bismarckplatz (Bismarck Square). Much 
of it is a pedestrian zone, the longest in 
Germany. Lined on both sides with retail 
stores, souvenir shops, restaurants, and 
sidewalk cafes, it’s usually crowded with 
tourists, locals, and students all lending 
a lively air of non-stop activity. Twenty 
percent of Heidelberg’s residents are stu-
dents, many of them enrolled at the ven-
erable University of Heidelberg, founded 
in 1368. Just off the Hauptstrasse, the 
university’s Student Prison is a favorite 
tourist site, its interior walls covered 
with the painted and carved graffiti of 
hundreds of students who were locked 
up there briefly for acts of minor mis-
chief in earlier times.

The interesting Palatinate Museum 
(Hauptstrasse 97) houses extensive 
exhibits of art and artifacts from this 
region, including the jawbone of Heidel-
berg Man, Roman pottery and ironwork, 
an outstanding collection of paintings 
from the 15th to 20th centuries, numer-
ous porcelain and silver objects, and 
many rooms with displays of furniture 
and decorative items from different 
historical periods. When you’ve had 
your fill of local history, do something 
different. Heidelberg has several un-
usual little museums worth visiting: the 
Museum House Cajeth (Haspelgasse 
12), with its unique collection of 20th-
century primitive art, the Prinzhorn 
Sammlung (Vorssstrasse 2), featuring the 
art of patients at psychiatric asylums a 
century ago, and the German Packaging 
Museum (Hauptstrasse 22), focusing on 
the history and cultural significance of 
product packaging.

Two of the most important buildings 
along the Hauptstrasse are the ornate 
Renaissance townhouse, Zum Ritter St. 
Georg (Hauptstrasse 178), built in 1592, 
and the Gothic Church of the Holy Spir-
it (at the Marktplatz), where concerts are 
frequently held. From the church, walk 
down the narrow Steingasse to the Alte 
Brücke (Old Bridge, also known as the 
Karl-Theodor-Brücke) over the Neckar 
River; its great gate, stone arches, and 
cobblestone walkway form one of the 
city’s best known landmarks. 

Heidelberg Basics
Population:  146,500
Elevation:  114-568 meters (374-1,864 feet)
Visitor information: For inquiries and 
reservations: Heidelberg Marketing 
GmbH, Ziegelhäuser Landstrassse 3, 
69120 Heidelberg, tel. +49/6221-142-223, 
fax 142-222, guide@heidelberg.de or 
reservation@heidelberg.de, www.
heidelberg-tourismus.de.

Tourist information available on site at 
offices in the Hauptbahnhof (main train 
station, Willy-Brandt-Platz 1) and the 
Rathaus (town hall, Marktplatz). The 
tourist offices also have information on 
the dates, times, and meeting points for 
guided walking tours in English.
Driving distances:
Berlin 651 km/405 miles
Cologne 256 km/159 miles
Frankfurt   91 km/57 miles
Mannheim   20 km/13 miles
Munich 321 km/200 miles
Stuttgart 137 km/85 miles

Nearest Airport: Frankfurt City Airport 
(80 km, 50 miles), with frequent rail and 
shuttle bus service to Heidelberg.
Rail Service: There is direct service 
from Heidelberg to Frankfurt, Munich, 
Mannheim, and Cologne and connections 
from these cities to the rest of Europe.
Discounts: HeidelbergBeWelcomeCARD, 
one, two and four-day passes (€11-16 per 
person) for all public transportation in the 
city, free entry to the castle, and discounts 
for many museums, guided tours, and 
cultural events. Sold at the Tourist Infor-
mation offices and several other locations 
(www.heidelberg-tourismus.de).
Major events 2011:

Castle illumination with fireworks: 
June 4, July 9, September 23, at 10pm, 
each preceded by a concert in the 
Church of the Holy Spirit.

Old Town Autumn Festival (Hei-
delberger Herbst): September 21, with a 
medieval market on the Hauptstrasse, 
flea markets, and cultural events.

Heidelberg Christmas Market: 
November 23 – December 22, with a 
special Christmas program at the castle, 
December 1 – 4.

“Christmas on Ice” at the foot of the 
castle: Open-air ice-skating rink on the Karl-
splatz, November 23, 2011 – January 2, 2012. 

mailto:guide@heidelberg.de
mailto:reservation@heidelberg.de
http://www.heidelberg-tourismus.de
http://www.heidelberg-tourismus.de
http://www.heidelberg-tourismus.de
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Key Websites for the traveler
• www.gemut.com Gateway site for 
travelers to Germanic Europe, including car 
rental, rail passes, hotel bookings, travel tips, 
and past issues (free access to back issues for 
subscribers; see log-on info on page 2).
• www.viamichelin.com The Michelin 
database of hotels and restaurants, plus great 
interactive trip planning tools
• www.travelessentials.com Guide-
books, maps, travel accessories, luggage, 
all  at 10 percent  off for subscribers. Use 
discount code gemut2010.
• maps.google.com Amazing map re-
source. Driving & walking. Zoom in-out. Great 
detail city & country. Satellite & terrain views.
• bahn.hafas.de/bin/query.exe/en 
German rail website, with train schedules 
throughout Europe, as well as Germany.
• www.sbb.ch/en/  Swiss and Euro-
pean rail schedules
• www.ski-europe.com  Top Web re-
source for skiers with much info on Alpine resorts
• www.myswitzerland.com Website 
of Switzerland’s national tourist authority
• www.germany-tourism.de Germa-
ny’s national tourist authority
• www.austria.info/us Austria’s 
national tourist authority
• www.historicgermany.com  Web-
site for an alliance of historic German cities
• www.thetravelinsider.info  Info on elec-
tronics for travelers — cell phones, computers, etc. 

Cross the bridge and follow the signs 
up the snaking Schlangenweg to the 
famous Philosophers’ Walk, the pedes-
trian pathway where Heidelberg’s poets, 
philosophers, and scholars liked to stroll 
in private contemplation or quiet conver-
sation. The Philosophenweg wends its way 
up the Michelsberg and Heiligenberg 
hillsides to the ruins of two medieval 
abbeys and another panoramic overlook 
high above the city.

For a finale, take a leisurely boat 
excursion on the river. The Rhine-
Neckar Passenger Ship Company offers 
cruises through the Neckar Valley from 
Heidelberg to the pretty little towns 
of Neckargemünd and Neckarstein-
ach, daily from April to mid-October. 
(Round-trip to Neckarsteinach, with a 
short layover, takes about three hours.) If 
you’re ecologically minded (or just short 
of time), take a 50-minute ride on the so-
lar-powered, silent-running Neckarsonne 
catamaran. Both ship companies provide 
recorded commentary about sights along 
the way, in German and English. As you 
leave the ship and walk down the gang-
way to set foot back on Heidelberg’s soil, 
you’ll already be planning your next trip 
to this irresistible city.

Heidelberg Hotels
Heidelberg has several charming 

hotels centrally located in the Altstadt, 
convenient for visiting most of the 
city’s main sights on foot or by public 
transportation. Many of the hotels in 
registered historic buildings don’t have 
air conditioning, and some don’t have 
elevators, so if these amenities are im-
portant to you, ask about them before 
you book. Auto travelers should plan to 
find a hotel with its own parking spaces 
or one with a special-rate arrangement at 
a nearby public parking garage.

Kulturbrauerei Heidelberg
Located on a quiet side street about 

midway between the historic Haupt-
strasse and the Neckar River, the 
Kulturbrauerei Heidelberg is a 
hotel and microbrewery situated 
on the site of an older brewery dating 
from the 13th-century. In 1999 the pres-
ent owners began the renovation of sev-
eral run-down buildings on the site, and 
the construction of two new buildings to 
be part of the hotel complex. The result 
is a cozy modern hotel with 34 spacious, 
tastefully decorated rooms, each with 
a character of its own. Other ameni-
ties include a parking garage and two 
elevators, as well as a nice beer garden, 
restaurant, and brewpub. (See restaurant 
reviews.)

In the old part of the hotel, every 
room is different in shape and size, with 
pleasant warm colors and shiny wood 
floors. Number 25 is a large standard 
double; Number 30 is a handsome suite 
with a stained-glass skylight, spacious 
sitting area, and bedrooms that sleep 
four people. In the new buildings, Num-
ber  51 is a generously sized double, light 
and airy, with parquet floors and a glass 
door that opens onto a pleasant terrace 
shared with two other rooms. Number 
56 is a junior suite with plenty of char-
acter, including a private balcony with a 
great view of Heidelberg’s castle.

The tasty breakfast buffet is laid out 
on the stainless steel counters in the 
restaurant kitchen, and features excel-
lent coffee, an assortment of fresh breads 
and buns, and eggs and omelets cooked 
to order. The breakfast room itself is the 
restaurant’s cozy Scheffelstube with his-
torical photos of Heidelberg.

Contact: Kulturbrauerei, Leyergasse 6, 
69117 Heidelberg, tel. +49/6221-502-980, 
fax 502-9879, info@heidelberger-kul-
turbrauerei.de, www.heidelberger-
kulturbrauerei.de
Daily  Rates: Double rooms for single 
use €111-140, doubles €121-160, junior 
suite €125-180. Lower room rates on 
weekends. Breakfast buffet €10/person; 
on-site parking garage €10/day.
Rating: Quality 16/20, Value 16/20  

Hotel Zur Alten Brücke
Situated next to Heidelberg’s iconic 

Old Bridge, in an historic, early 18th-
century townhouse, the family-owned 
Hotel Zur Alten Brücke has 12 spacious 
rooms and four suites recently renovated 
in a pleasing modern style that still re-
tains the high ceilings and tall wooden 
windows of the older structure. Each 
guestroom is different, though all feature 
bamboo floors and large contemporary 
bathrooms.

Number four is a double superior 
with four large windows that provide 
a good view of the Old Bridge and the 
Neckar. Number eight is the largest 
double, quiet and airy, overlooking the 
hotel’s courtyard. Suite four is the big-
gest in the building, with two sitting 
rooms and a loft that sleeps four people. 
This atmospheric hotel ensemble in-
cludes a very good restaurant, Wirtshaus 
Zum Nepomuk on the ground floor (see 
restaurant reviews). Excellent location 
and friendly staff.
Contact: Hotel Zur Alten Brücke, Obere 
Neckarstrasse 2, 69117 Heidelberg, tel. 
+49/6221-739-130, fax 739-1320, info@
hotel-zur-alten-bruecke.de, www.
hotel-zur-alten-bruecke.de 
Daily Rates: Singles €119, doubles €139-
159, suites €199 in high season. Lower at 
other times of the year. Parking €8/day 
in nearby public garage.
Rating: Quality 15/20, Value 15/20  

Hotel Zum Ritter St. Georg
Long a favorite with visitors—es-

pecially Americans—who like its Old 
World ambience, the Hotel Zum Ritter 
St. Georg occupies a beautiful Renais-
sance townhouse and a newer annex 
in back. Constructed in 1592, the older 
building’s ornate red sandstone façade is 
one of the most photographed in Heidel-
berg. The hotel’s location is another plus: 
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High-season airfares to Europe

Consolidator Air Fares
Best fares on Lufthansa, Delta, United, British 

Air, USAir, Air Berlin, Condor, Swiss, etc.

IMPORTANT:  Fares are round trip to Germany for mid-
week July travel and do not include tax, fees, & fuel 
surcharge. Call for a to-the-penny quote or get an 
e-mail quote at www.gemut.com

800.521.6722
Cars also available in most     

European countries

• Upgrades through 8/31/2011. Discounts for longer 
rentals. All rates quoted in this ad are as of 1/24/11, 
subject to change without notice but lock-in at 
booking. Rates based on one-week booking . Rates 
include Value Added Tax, unlimited mileage, 3rd 
party liability ins. but do not include CDW, theft 
insurance, road tax, and airport fees. 

Car 1-week xtra day
Opel Corsa $259 $37
VW Golf (w/upgrade*) $259 $37
Opel Astra (Auto) $383 $55
VW Passat (w/upgrade*) $285 $41
VW Passat  (Auto) $475 $68
Audi A4 $411 $59
MBZ C180 (w/upgrade*)   $311 $44
MBZ C180 (auto/GPS) $468 $67
MBZ E200 (Auto/GPS) $521  $74
VW Touran  $375 $54
VW Golf Wagon $298 $43
VW Passat Wagon $353 $50
Audi A4 SW (GPS) $411 $59
MBZ E200 SW (Auto/GPS)  $751 $107
Volvo V70 SW (GPS) $530  $76
VW Sharan 7-pass $799 $114
VW Minibus 9-pass $813 $116

Austria
Fiat Punto $262 $37
FOrd Focus $291 $42
VW Golf (Auto) $486 $69
Mercedes B-Class  $375 $54
Peugeot 407 $626 $89
Mercedes C-Class $985 $141
VW Touran (Auto)  $513 $73
Ford Focus Wagon $306 $44
Skoda Octavia Wagon   $468 $67 
Peogeot 807 7-Pass $889 $127

Switzerland
Opel Corsa $288 $41
Opel Astra $304 $43
Ford Focus (Auto) $372 $53
Opel Vectra  $338 $48
Renault scenic (Auto) $483 $69
VW Passat (Auto)  $593 $85
FOrd C-Max  $349 $50
Opel Astra Wagon  $427 $61     
Ford Galaxy Van $612 $87
Mercedes Vito 7-Pass $784 $112

European Auto Rental
Germany 

• Through August 31, 2011, drive a Fullsize  
Mercedes C200 in germany for a week for 

$311, including 19% VAT. 

Best Current Deal

Travel MarT
www.gemut.com
A website for travelers to 
Germanic Europe

Atlanta ........................................$1127 
Boston ........................................$1070
Chicago .......................................$1110
Dallas ............................................$940 
Denver ........................................$1160
Los Angeles ................................$1200
Miami ............................................$888 
New York ......................................$750
Orlando .......................................$1100
Seattle ........................................$1264
San Francisco .............................$1210
Washington DC ............................$1110
Business Class  ...................$2700 to $4000
 Fares available from all  U.S. gateways

Gemütlichkeit's
Trip Planning &  
Booking Service 

• Hotel Bookings

• Hotel/Restaurant Recommendations 

• Backroads Itineraries

• Self-Guided Auto/Rail Tours

Ask about our individually 
tailored 14-day “Great Little 
Hotels & Restaurants of 
Germany” auto tours

800-521-6722

Your Berlin Headquarters

Hotel Art Nouveau
K'Damm & Savignyplatz neighborhood    

near many fine shops and small restaurants. 
Mention Gemütlichkeit for 10% discount 

Editor's choice.
Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440

Email: info@hotelartnouveau.de
web: www.hotelartnouveau.de

Travel	shopping	is	easy	at	www.gemut.
com.	You can now book hotels, purchase 
rail passes and point-to-point rail tickets, 
buy travel insurance, and request quotes 
on transatlantic airline tickets and rental 
cars. Secure, one-stop European travel 
shopping at www.gemut.com

Book European Travel

GEMÜTLICHKEIT Advertising Supplement

800-521-6722

Book Hotels Online 
www.gemut.com
. Three-star-plus hotels from:
Baden-Baden  ................... €71 
Berlin  .............................. €49
Frankfurt Airport  ............. €53
Garmisch-Partenkirchen  ..... €75 
Munich  ............................ €41
Munich Airport ................ €59
Wiesbaden ........................ €58
Graz .................................. €59
Salzburg  .......................... €49
Steyr  ................................ €68
Vienna  ............................. €34 
Vienna Airport ................. €50
Grindelwald ..................... CHF100
Interlaken ......................... CHF120
Lucerne  ........................... CHF115
Zürich  .............................. CHF115
Zürich Airport .................. CHF149

http://www.gemut.com
http://www.hotelartnouveau.de
http://www.gemut.com




get the latest rail Prices at gemut.com 

EURAILPASS   1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
15 consecutive days     $727 $619 $474    
21 consecutive days        $938 $798 $611
1 month                          $1156 $983 $752
2 months                   $1632 $1387 $1061
3 months                  $2012 $1711 $1309
EURAIL FLEXIPASS    1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
10 days in 2 months   $859 $730 $559 
days in 2 months   $1127 $958 $733

EURAIL SELECTPASS 
   3 adjoining countries 1 Adult  Saver* Youth
       1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
5 days in 2 months  $457 $389 $298
6 days in 2 months  $505 $429 $329
8 days in 2 months $597 $508 $389
10 days in 2 months $692 $589 $451
   4 adjoining countries 1 Adult  Saver* Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
5 days in 2 months  $511 $435 $333
6 days in 2 months $559 $475 $364
8 days in 2 months $651 $554 $424
10 days in 2 months $745 $633 $485
   5 adjoining countries 1 Adult  Saver* Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
5 days in 2 months  $563 $480 $367
6 days in 2 months $611 $520 $398
8 days in 2 months $705 $600 $459
10 days in 2 months $796 $677 $518 
15 days in 2 months   $1009 $858 $656
AUSTRIAN RAILPASS 
 1st Cl 2nd Cl Child 1st Child 2nd 
            3 days in 1 month $201 $140 $101 $71
Avg Extra Rail Day (5 max.)  $28 $19 $14 $10

AUSTRIA-CzECh PASS
 Adult   Saver*    Youth 
 1st Cl   1st Cl       2nd Cl  
4 days in 2 months    $255 $217 $167 
Avg Extra Rail Day (6 max.)    $ 34 $ 29 $ 22

CzECh-GERMANY PASS  1 Adult Saver* Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
5 days in 2 months $398 $328 $326 $280 $280
6 days in 2 months $442 $364 $363 $310 $310
8 days in 2 months $515 $430 $428 $372 $372
10 days in 2 months $593 $496 $495 $431 $431

EUROPEAN EAST PASS 
Austria, Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Slovakia
5 days in 1 month                              $312 (1Cl)   $215 (2Cl)
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)                $35    $30
FRANCE RAlL PASS  Adults  Senior Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  1st Cl   2nd Cl
3 days in 1 month $296 $239 $258 $209 $177
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)  $ 45  $37 $38 $ 31 $27

FRANCE SAVER PASS   2 Adults*
  1st  Cl   2nd Cl 
3 days in 1 month  $252 $206 
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)   $ 38 $ 31
FRANCE-ITALY PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $376 $320 $320 $272 $244
5 days in 2 months $420 $356 $356 $302   $274 
days in 2 months $463 $393 $393 $334 $301
7 days  in 2 months $506 $431 $431 $368 $329
8 days  in 2 months $550 $468 $468 $398 $356
9 days  in 2 months $595 $504 $504 $440 $387
10 days in 2 months $638 $542 $542 $460 $415
FRANCE-SwITzERLANd PASS 
 1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st  Cl.    1st Cl  2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $407 $345 $287
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)  $ 45 $40 $32
GERMAN RAILPASS 
 1 Adult  Youth Twin Pass*
 1st Cl.  2nd Cl.  2nd Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
3 days in 1 month $335 $255 $204 $258 $188
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6) $ 25 23 $15 $24 $18

AUSTRIA-GERMANY PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
5 days in 2 months $407 $350 $350 $299 $301
6 days in 2 months $449 $383 $383 $329 $329
8 days  in 2 months $534 $457 $457 $391 $393
10 days in 2 months $623 $530 $530 $457 $457
GERMANY-BENELUX PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
5 days in 1 month $428 $322 $322 $261 $261
Avg. Extra Rail Day (5 max.)  $44 $34 $34 $24 $24

GERMANY-FRANCE PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $412 $372 $372 $337 $288
5 days in 2 months $457 $411 $411 $371 $318
6 days in 2 months $500 $450 $450 $399 $352
8 days  in 2 months $585 $528 $528 $460 $412
10 days in 2 months $673 $606 $606 $528 $476
GERMANY-SwITzERLANd PASS
 1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st  Cl.  1st Cl  2nd Cl
5 days in 2 months $434 $371 $306
6 days in 2 months $479 $407 $337
8 days in 2 months $565 $484 $398
10 days in 2 months $654 $558 $460
ITALY RAIL PASS
 1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
3 days in 2 months $256 $209 $218 $169 $169
Avg Extra Rail Day $31 $24 $26 $20 $20
AUSTRIA-SwITzERLANd PASS 
 Adults  Saver* Youth
 1st Cl  1st Cl   2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $387 $329 $271
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)  $ 42  $36 $30

SwISS SAVERPASS & SwISS PASS
 1 Adult Saver* Youth
 1st     2nd    1st 2nd 1st 2nd
 Class   Class   Class Class Class Class 
4 consec. days  $405 $270 $344 $229 $305 $203
8 consec. days   $586 $391 $499 $333 $440 $293
15 consec. days  $708 $472 $602 $401 $532  $354
22 consec. days  $816 $544 $694 $462 $612 $408
1 month $899 $599 $764 $509 $675 $449
SwISS SAVER FLEXIPASS & SwISS FLEXIPASS  
 2 or more Adults*    1 Adult
 1st   2nd  1st 2nd
 Class  Class  Class  Class
3 days in 1 month  $331 $220 $389 $260
4 days in 1 month  $401 $267 $471 $314
5 days in 1 month  $464 $309 $545 $363
6 days in 1 month  $526 $352 $620 $413
SwISS CARd 
1 month - 1 round trip                       $266 (1-Cl)  $190 (2-Cl)
plus 50% discount on rail tickets 
SwISS TRANSFER TICKET
1 month - 1 round trip                       $200 (1-Cl)  $133 (2-Cl)

TERMS & CONdITIONS: Prices on this page sub-
ject to change. Canceled orders refunded 85% of 
total charge. Handling fee for cancels is $25.

Special Considerations (Specify countries for countries 
chosen for Selectpass, additional rail days, etc.)

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

Method of Payment  (Visa   MC   AmEx  Diners)

Card #:__________________________Exp. Date_________Est. total amount: $_______

Name ________________________________________

Street________________________________________   

City__________________ State____ Zip____________

Daytime Phone_____________U.S. Depart. Date_______

Order online at 
gemut.raileuorpe.com 
or phone 800-521-6722 Fax form to 541-488-8468 or mail to: 

288 Ridge Road, Ashland OR 97520

(*Prices per person, based on two or more traveling together at all 
times. **Junior & Youth fares apply only to passengers under 26. 
Where senior fares are offered, 60 is qualifying age. Children 4-11 pay 
half the adult fare including Saverpass fares except Switzerland where 
kids under 16 travel free with a parent.)

BUYING RAIL PASSES IN 2011
Because of currency fluctuation, pass 
prices change frequently. Prices listed 
here are approximations. At www.
gemut.raileuorpe.com you can se-
curely buy the listed passes, as well as 
many others, plus book individual tick-
ets. Or, for current prices, and to place 
a rail pass order, call 800-521-6722x3. 
We also book city-to-city tickets by 
phone but charge a service fee.  For 
European timetables go to www.bahn.

Product  # days  1st/2nd Class  Circle one  Passenger Name    (First and Last as on Passport)  Country of Residence  Price

IMPORTANT NOTE ABOUT PRICES: The US dollar prices on this page are 
based on the euro and are subject to change with currency fluctuation. Pass 
orders will be processed in dollars, but amounts charged may vary from 
prices shown on this page.

Mr./Mrs.

Mr./Mrs.

Mr./Mrs.

Mr./Mrs.

http://gemut.raileurope.com/index.html
http://gemut.raileurope.com/index.html
http://gemut.raileurope.com/index.html
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Early booking

discounts as much

as $900 per

couple

Some 2 for 1 deals on

bookings prior to

August 31, 2009

Gemütlichkeit Special Offer   
Subscriber Discounts On 2011
European River Cruises 
Choose from dozens of itineraries and sailings. Here are just a few:

ENCHANTING DANUBE
 8 days, Budapest to Passau. From $1999

DANUBE DISCOVERy
 8 days, Vienna to Nürnberg. From $1999

RHINE DISCOVERy
 8 days, Nürnberg to Basel. From $1999

CASTLES ALONG THE RHINE
 8 days, Basel to Amsterdam. From $1999

LEGENDARy RHINE & MOSEL
 13 days, Amsterdam to Basel. From $3699

EUROPEAN JEWELS
 15 days, Buapest to Amsterdam. From $4499

EUROPEAN SERENADE
 13 days, Vienna to Amsterdam, From $3799

EASTERN EUROPE ExPLORER
 15 days, Vienna to Bucharest. From $4199

PARIS & EUROPEAN RIVER ROMANCE
 10 days, Paris to Nürnberg. From $2199

PARIS & THE HEART OF EUROPE
 17 days, Paris to Vienna. From $4199

GRAND EUROPEAN DISCOVERy
 15 days, Basel to Vienna. From $3999

GRAND EUROPEAN SERENADE
 27 days, Amsterdam to Bucharest. From $8499

GRAND EUROPEAN ExPLORER
 29 days, Basel to Bucharest. From $8499

When you sail with Uniworld
• Excursions included
• Non-smoking ships
• English language only
• Unpack only once
• Most deluxe ships in Europe
• Europe’s youngest fleet

• Email available - stay in touch
• Small ship ambiance (100 to 138 guests)
• Hotel-style beds
• Terry cloth robes
• Satellite TV in cabins
• Fitness Center

For free catalog or to book space phone gemütlichkeit 

          800-521-6722 x 2

Early Booking
Discounts Still 

Available

Additional

discount      
   

for Gemut

Readers
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directly on the pedestrian Hauptstrasse 
(Main Street), across from the Gothic 
Church of the Holy Spirit, the baroque 
Rathaus (City Hall) and the bustling 
Marktplatz (Market Square). The main 
building also houses three popular res-
taurants (see restaurant reviews).

The 37 rooms and suites are indi-
vidually decorated in traditional style. 
Those in the historic building overlook-
ing the main street are pricier than 
rooms in the rear, as are some rooms in 
the newer structure with views of Hei-
delberg Castle. Room sizes, shapes, and 
location vary considerably, so ask for the 
particulars before you make a reserva-
tion. Highlights include a wide staircase 
with wooden banisters, stained glass 
windows in the public areas, and an 
elegant sitting room on the second floor, 
with fancily painted walls and a huge 
fireplace.
Contact: Hotel Zum Ritter St. Georg, 
Hauptstrasse 178, 69117 Heidelberg, 
tel. +49/6221-1350, fax 135-230, info@
ritter-heidelberg.de, www.ritter-hei-
delberg.de 
Daily Rates: Singles €72-134, doubles 
€144-206, junior suites €206-247. Break-
fast buffet €12/person; parking €8/day 
in nearby public parking garage.
Rating: Quality 14/20, Value 13/20  

Hotel Weisser Bock
The Weisser Bock is another central-

ly located hotel, in a 300-year-old build-
ing on a quiet street not far from the 
Hauptstrasse. Formerly a uni-
versity student dormitory, it was 
restored as an elegant little hotel and 
restaurant in the mid-1990s. 

The 23 individually decorated guest-
rooms include six singles, 15 doubles, 
and two junior suites, all in traditional 
style with modern amenities. The restau-
rant serves French and Mediterranean 
food, with Asian touches, in an attractive 
bistro-style dining room and an adjacent 
historic, wood-paneled, two-level space 
once used for student fencing matches. 
Relax before or after dinner with a drink 
in the ornate dark-wood-and-stained-
glass bar, with its nostalgic atmosphere 
of a gentleman’s club in days long past.
Contact: Hotel Restaurant & Bar Weisser 
Bock, Grosse Mantelgasse 24, 69117 
Heidelberg, tel. +49/6221-90-000, fax 

90-0099, info@weisserbock.de, www.
weisserbock.de 
Daily Rates: Singles €90, doubles €100-
115, junior suites €120-135. Breakfast 
buffet €10/person (a la carte breakfasts 
also available); parking €10/day in a 
public parking garage.
Rating: Quality 15/20, Value 17/20 

Note:  Heidelberg’s Hotel Hirsch-
gasse, across the Neckar River from 
the city’s Old Town, is another historic 
lodging, which was very favorably re-
viewed in the August 2005 issue of 
Gemütlichkeit.  Although this writer was 
unable to access the hotel by car because 
of temporary road repair work (now 
completed), the Hirschgasse—though 
expensive— remains well recommended 
by other visitors to Heidelberg. For more 
information, see www.hirschgasse.de.

Heidelberg restaurants
Heidelberg has a wide range of 

dining choices, from famous old beer 
taverns to upscale restaurants (and much 
in between). Street food and fast food 
also are popular in this city of students, 
who can often be seen chowing down 
on inexpensive pizza slices, hamburgers, 
Turkish döner kebabs, exotic ice creams, 
and Asian take-out.  

Heidelberg’s taverns have been 
favorite meeting places for locals, stu-
dents, and visitors for centuries. The 
best known is Gasthaus Zum Roten 
Ochsen (Red Ox Inn, Hauptstrasse 217, 
www.rotenochsen.de). Built in 1703, 
its dark wood walls are lined with beer 
mugs, drinking horns, old paintings, 
lithographs, historical photos, and let-
ters from celebrities who have supped 
and sipped at its heavy oak tables cov-
ered with the carved initials, names, 
and dates of guests from decades past. 
Notable American visitors include John 
Wayne and John Foster Dulles, Mark 
Twain and Marilyn Monroe. In addition 
to serving drinks, the Red Ox has an 
extensive menu of well-prepared tradi-
tional German dishes, including several 
multi-course fixed-price meals.

Nearby Zum Seppl (Hauptstrasse 
213) is another popular old student pub, 
with a history and décor similar to the 
Red Ox’s. (Locals still debate which is 
the better place; tourists enjoy both.) A 
block from the Old Bridge, the big cop-

per vats inside Brauhaus Vetter (Stein-
gasse 9) hold beer being brewed on the 
premises. Try the delicious unfiltered 
Helles (light) or Dunkles (dark), but watch 
out for the “Vetter 33,” billed as the 
strongest beer in the world. The tavern 
also has a good menu of house-made 
beer snacks and traditional German 
dishes, all at reasonable prices (www.
brauhaus-vetter.de). 

Bäckerei-Konditorei-Café Gundel 
(Hauptstrasse 212, corner of the Korn-
markt) is known for its excellent cakes, 
cookies, breads, and pastries, as well as a 
good selection of soups, sandwiches, and 
other light dishes for breakfast, lunch, or 
snacks. (Buy a to-go meal to take up to 
the castle, where you can enjoy a picnic 
lunch in one of the gardens.) Chocolat-
erie Knösel (Haspelgasse 16, just around 
the corner from the Café Knösel) is the 
place to buy the local chocolate specialty, 
Heidelberger Studentenkuss (Student 
Kisses). A sweet symbol of romantic old 
Heidelberg, the little round wafers with 
a praline-nougat filling are completely 
coated with dark chocolate. They’ve 
been made by hand on site since 1863 
and come with a brochure explaining 
their origin and history (www.studen-
tenkuss.com). 

Wirtshaus Zum Nepomuk
Dine across the street from the great 

gate of Heidelberg’s Old Bridge at the 
Wirtshaus Zum Nepomuk, the Inn 
of Nepomuk, patron saint of bridges, 
whose statue guards the famed 
bridge over the Neckar. Located 
in the same historic building as 
the Hotel Zur Alten Brücke, the restau-
rant has two interior dining rooms, plus 
a terrace in front and a small inner court-
yard where meals are served in good 
weather.

The regular menu includes both 
traditional and modern German dishes 
cooked and plated with flair. Fresh sea-
sonal ingredients, such as asparagus, 
strawberries, game and Pfifferlinge (chan-
terelle mushrooms) are featured on the 
daily menus, which sometimes also offer 
exotic dishes such as Thai coconut soup 
with chiles and crayfish. Main courses 
on the daily menus are priced around 
€14.95-19.95.

On the standard menu, start with a 
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Kulturbrauerei Heidelberg
At this hotel, restaurant, and brewery 

ensemble one can dine in the large, high-
ceilinged beer hall, in the cozier Scheffel-
stube, or in the stone-paved courtyard in 
nice weather. 

The menu features hearty, stick-to-
the-ribs dishes like grandma used to 
make—perfect with the beers brewed 
on-site. Start with a liver-dumpling soup 
(€5.10), followed by fresh mushrooms in 
herbed cream sauce with bread-and-ba-
con dumplings (€14.30) or Baden-style 
Sauerbraten with red cabbage and house-
made egg dumplings (€14.90). If there 
is room for dessert, try the warm apple 
strudel with vanilla ice cream (€6.80). 
Two or three people can share the big 
Brotzeitbrett, a wooden platter covered 
with regional sausages and cheeses 
garnished with radishes and pickles 
(€16.90), accompanied by half-liter steins 
of excellent unfiltered Helles beer (€3.60).
Contact: Kulturbrauerei, Leyergasse 6, 
69117 Heidelberg, tel. +49/6221-502-980, 
fax 502-9879, info@heidelberger-kul-
turbrauerei.de, www.heidelberger-
kulturbrauerei.de 
Rating: Quality 13/20, Value 15/20

Café Knösel
Considered to be the oldest café in 

Heidelberg, the Knösel continues today 
as a popular place to meet friends, eat 
a light meal, or just relax with a cup of 
coffee and a slice of cake while reading 
the newspaper. Renovated in 2005, the 
café on the ground floor of this 18th-
century building retains the ambience 
of an Old World coffee house. The menu 
includes soups and salads (€5.30-7.90), 
daily specials (€8.90-14.90), and main 
dishes such as Königsberg meat dump-
lings with caper sauce (€9.20) and 
Flammkuchen, Alsatian thin-crust “pizza” 
(€8.90). Save room for the house-made 
cakes and tortes temptingly displayed 
in a glass case just inside the front door. 
This is also the place where the famous 
Heidelberger Studentenkuss (students kiss) 
confection was invented in 1863. Ask the 
proprietress to tell you the story.
Contact: Café Knösel, Haspelgasse 20, 
69117 Heidelberg, tel. +49/6221-727-
2754, fax 727-2753, info@cafek-hd.de, 
www.cafek-hd.de
Rating:  Quality  12/20, Value 15/20 

sherry-spiked tomato soup or a potato 
soup with bacon and cream (€5.95-6.95), 
an appetizer of baked goat’s cheese with 
fig mustard (€7.95), or a bounteous 
mixed salad (several choices in small 
or large portions, €4.95-13.95). Rustic 
regional specialties include house-made 
cheese dumplings and lentils with sau-
sage (€10-11). A large selection of main 
dishes and house specialties is priced at 
€12-26. And don’t miss the Rote Grütze 
mit Vanillesosse (red fruit pudding with 
vanilla sauce) for dessert (€6).
Contact: Wirtshaus Zum Nepomuk, 
Obere Neckarstrasse 2, 69117 Heidelberg, 
tel. +49/6221-739-130, fax 739-1320, 
info@hotel-zur-alten-bruecke.de, 
www.hotel-zur-alten-bruecke.de 
Rating: Quality 16/20, Value 16/20

Ritter St. Georg  
The Hotel Zum Ritter St. Georg 

houses three good restaurants that have 
long been popular with both locals and 
tourists. Dine in the elegant Ritterstube, 
with its vaulted ceilings and stained-
glass windows. Or choose the pretty, 
wood-paneled Restaurant Belier, or the 
rustic Ratsherrenstube. 

Both offer a variety of regional 
and international dishes, with menus 
that change frequently to feature fresh 
ingredients such as asparagus in early 
summer and the appropriate game in 
different seasons. In general, appetizers 
and soups are in the €4.90-13.50 price 
range; “rustic and fine” dishes, such as 
grilled pork medallions with mushrooms 
and red wine sauce, are €9.80-12.50; 
and “house specialty” main courses, are 
€14.50-22.50. If you’re really hungry, try 
the roast goose with glazed chestnuts, 
red cabbage, and potato dumplings, gar-
nished with an apple filled with moun-
tain cranberries (€19.80), followed by the 
delicious apricot dessert dumplings with 
cardamom sauce and cashew-sour-cream 
ice cream (€7.60). 

The hotel’s restaurants also have an 
extensive wine list, including, of course, 
many good German wines.
Contact: Hotel Zum Ritter St. Georg, 
Hauptstrasse 178, 69117 Heidelberg, 
tel. +49/6221-1350, fax 135-230, info@
ritter-heidelberg.de, www.ritter-hei-
delberg.de
Rating: Quality 16/20, Value 15/20

ZüRICH
Continued from page 1

derdorf, along whose largely pedestrian 
main street, cafes and restaurants, hotels 
and bars abound. On the narrow, cob-
blestoned side streets leading down to 
the river, are a number of small hotels.

Legend has it that it was Char-
lemagne who, on the left bank, founded 
the twin-towered Romanesque Gross-
münster that is the city’s symbol. Later, 
on the right bank, his grandson founded 
the Fraumünster, which is now deco-
rated with five stained-glass chancel 
windows by Marc Chagall. Zürich also 
boasts the largest clock face in Europe in 
the tower of  St. Peter-Kirche.

For those more interested in the 
present than the past, the Bahnhof-
strasse, on the right bank of the Limmat, 
is the site of some of Switzerland’s most 
elegant shopping and window-shop-
ping, with department stores such as 
Globus and Jelmoli, watchmakers and 
jewelry shops and fashion boutiques. 
There are also fine cafes and restaurants 
and chocolate shops. On the little streets 
above, along the Rennweg, are smaller 
elegant boutiques and, on the Schipfe, 
artisans’ shops. 

Zürich proudly boasts 50 museums 
for its residents and visitors. Some of 
them—the Spielzeug (Toy Museum), 
the Swiss Hotel and Tourism Museum, 
the Museum of the Reformation under 
the Grossmünster, and the writer Thom-
as Mann’s study in the Thomas Mann 
Archives—are free.

There is art for visitors on a budget 
to view for nothing, too: Along the lake-
front are sculptures by Henry Moore 
and Jean Tinguely while in the Heidi 
Weber House is the last work of Le Cor-
busier. Murals by Alberto Giacometti 
cover the entryway of Zürich’s Police 
Headquarters and Zürich is home to 
some 100 art galleries.

As is the case in most cities, a good 
place to get the lay of the land and 
insight into bargains is at the Tourist 
Information Office in the sprawling 
Hauptbahnhof. Depending on when 
you visit, however, it may take a bit 
of looking to find it, for the station is 
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frequently the site of fairs and other 
celebrations that take over large parts of 
its central area. The information bureau 
can be found in the main hall near the 
exit onto Museumstrasse. There, you can 
purchase a Zürich Card for CHF 20 for 
a 24-hour stay, or CHF 40 for 72-hours. 
The passes cover tram, bus, train and 
boat travel (including a 90-minute tour 
around the lake), entrance to most mu-
seums (though not to special exhibits) 
and gives 50-percent off the price of a 
guided tour of the city. It also lowers the 
prices at some restaurants, nightclubs 
and shops. The tourism office can also 
provide maps and details about hotels 
and restaurants, and make hotel reserva-
tions for no charge. (tel. +41-44-215-40, 
fax  +41-44-215-40-44, hotel@zuerich.
com, www.zuerich.com/hotel)

Although there are some relatively 
inexpensive hotels in the center of 
the city, newer less costly ones are 
in Zürich West, an up-and-coming 
“young “area  that is being developed 
in the former industrial section. Here, 
there are bars and clubs and a number 
of fine museums: the Kunsthalle 
Zürich, emphasizes contemporary 
art, and the Migros Museum offers a 
permanent collection of the work of 
700 modern artists of many nations 
plus temporary exhibits. All are housed 
in the former Löwenbräu Brewery 
Building. (Please bear in mind that, in 
addition to its attractions, Zürich West 
is an area in transition and a workplace 
of cranes and bulldozers and torn-up 
streets.) 

In the neighborhood is an ETAP 
Hotel at Technoparkstrasse 2 (tel. +41 
44-276-2000, fax  +41-44-276-2001, 
h3184@accor.com, www.etaphotel.
com). A simple room, big enough for 
three persons with one double bed 
and a bunk bed above it, a shower, 
washstand and toilet, TV, but no frills 
(no closet, only hooks for clothes, 
one hard chair, a small desk-like 
table, no phone) is CHF 101 to 107 
single, and CHF 110-125 double with 
an 11 additional francs for a buffet 
breakfast. But prices can change 
quickly so it is wise—as is the case 
with all Zürich hotels—to price shop 
and make bookings well in advance 

of any trip. 
The slightly more expensive three-

star Ibis Zürich City-West Hotel is near-
by at 11 Schiffbaustrasse. Double rooms 
are CHF 129 to 199, without breakfast. 
(tel. +41-44-27-62-100, fax +41-44-27-62-
101, www.ibishotel.com)

A  simple, but adequate hotel in a 
more central location, but on the edge 
of the Red Light District, is easyHotel 
Zürich at Zwinglistrasse 14. All rooms 
have a double bed, washstand, shower 
and toilet. The price is CHF 80-130, 
without breakfast or TV. (zuerich@
easyhotelschweiz.ch, www.easyHotel.
com).

Twenty minutes by tram from the 
city center at 114 Mutschellenstrasse is 
the inviting Youth Hostel Zürich, clean 
and spacious, where the price is CHF 
107, including breakfast, for a  single 
room with toilet and shower, and CHF 
137 for a double with toilet and shower. 
There are also dormitory rooms for 
around 42 francs per person. TV is in the 
hostel’s main lounge. Add a six franc 
fee if you are not a hostel member. Meal 
prices are a reasonable CHF 17 for a 
dinner of salad, soup, main course and 
dessert. Lunches and picnic lunches are 
also available on request. (tel. +41-43-
399-7800, fax +41-43-399-7801, zuerich@
youthhostel.ch, www.youthhostel.
ch/zuerich)

A charming small hotel in modern 
style in a residential district near the 
Kunsthaus Zürich—the city’s leading 
museum of Swiss and international 
art—is the Hotel Foyer Hottingen at 
Hottingerstrasse 31/Cäcilienstrasse 
10. Rooms are sparklingly clean with 
bright-colored walls, TV and tele-
phone. Some have wheelchair access 
and most have toilets and showers. 
The price is CHF 103 single, and 148 
francs double. In the women’s dormi-
tory, the price is 60 francs. There are 
also triple and quadruple rooms. (tel. 
+41-44-256-1919, fax  +41-44-256-19-00, 
www.hotel-foyer-hottingen.ch, info@
hotel-foyer-hottingen.ch) 

The four-star Hotel Alexander 
at Niederdorfstrasse 40 has a cheery 
guesthouse behind it on Zähringer-
strasse where the room rate is CHF 

95-120 single, and CHF 115-140 double. 
Breakfast is an additional 17 francs. 
Rooms are small, but pleasant with 
bright-colored walls. There is no air-
conditioning. (tel. +41-44-251-82-031, 
info@hotel-alexander.ch, www.hotel-
alexander.ch)

Fresh and new is the Hotel Marta at 
Zahringerstrasse 36, also in the swing-
ing Niederdorf district on the left bank 
where cafes and restaurants abound. 
(For those who like their shut-eye, how-
ever, Zahringerstrasse, is a relatively 
quiet back street.) Air-conditioned gray-
walled double rooms, simple and mod-
ern, with toilet, bathtub and shower, are 
CHF 110-170 and doubles CHF 150-210. 
There is free Wireless-Internet in addi-
tion to TV and radio in each room. (tel. 
+41-44-269-95-95, fax  +41-44-269-95-00, 
info@hotelmarta.ch, www.hotelmar-
ta.ch)

Right on the Limmatquai, outside 
the Altstadt but in an historic building, 
is the two-star Hotel Limmathof. It 
shows its age, but is popular with busi-
ness guests and has a tram stop at its 
front door. A single room with toilet and 
shower is CHF 125 and doubles are CHF 
178, including breakfast. (tel. +41-44-
267-60-40, fax +41-44-262-02-17, info@
limmathof.com, www.limmathof.com)

For inexpensive dining—though it 
won’t be romantic and must be finished 
by 8pm—department store stand-up 
bars and self-service restaurants are the 
places to go. At Globus on the Bahn-
hofstrasse, a meal of pizza or lasagna is 
under CHF 15, a small salad less than 
10, fish with dill sauce under CHF 20, 
and a small portion of lamb with rice 
under CHF 15.

At Manor on the Bahnhofstrasse, 
the soup of the day is less than 10 
francs, a pizza less than 20 and a small 
salad less than 10. Coop-City on the 
Bahnhofstrasse is another good bet. 
The top floor of Jelmoli also offers 
relatively inexpensive dining, and in 
summer an outdoor terrace is an invit-
ing part of the experience

On Löwenstrasse, a street paral-
lel to the Bahnhofstrasse, and only a 
five-minute walk from the Bahnhof, 
the Migros food store has a top-floor 
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We recommend
This listing of good value, mid-priced hotels in popular desti-
nation cities is intended for fast reference. Additional hotels 
and links to hotel websites is in the “Hotels” pages at www.
gemut.com. Hotels are arranged in price order, higher to lower. 

berlin
Hotel art Nouveau, Leibnizstr. 59, tel. +49/030/327 7440, 
info@hotelartnouveau.de, www.hotelartnouveau.de
Hotel domus, Uhlandstrasse 49, Germany D-10719, tel. 
+49/030/882041, fax 882 0410,  info@hotel-domus-berlin.de

bern
Hotel bristol, Schauplatzgasse 10, CH-3011, tel. +41/31/311 
0101, fax 311 9479, email reception@bristolbern.ch
Hotel Kreuz, Zeughausgasse 41, CH-3000, tel. +41/031/329 
9595, fax 329 95 96,  hotelkreuz@swissonline.ch

lucerne
Hotel Wilden Mann, Bahnhofstrasse 30, CH-6000 Luzern, tel. 
+41/041/2101666, fax 2101629,  mail@wilden-mann.ch 
Hotel Cascada, Bundesplatz 18, CH-6003 Lucerne, tel: 
+41/041/226 80 88, fax 226 80 00, info@cascada.ch 

Munich
Hotel exquisit, Pettenkoferstr. 3, tel. +49/089/ 551 99 0, fax 
551 99 499,  info@hotel-exquisit.com. 
Hotel adria, Liebigstrasse 8a, D-80538 München, tel. 
+49/089/242 1170, e-mail: reception@adria-muenchen.de
Hotel Kraft, Schillerstr. 49, tel. +49/089/594823-24, fax 550 
3856, office@kraft-hotel.com

rothenburg ob der tauber
reichs-Küchenmeister, Kirchplatz 8, Rothenburg o.d. 
Tauber, Germany D-91541, tel. +49/09861/97 00, fax 97 04 
09,  hotel@reichskuechenmeister.com
Hotel Hornburg, Hornburgweg 28, D-91541, tel. 
+049/09861/8480, fax 5570, hotelhornburg@t-online.de, 
www.hotelhornburg.de

salzburg & environs
schloss Haunsperg , A-5411 Oberalm bei Hallein, Ham-
merstrasse 32, tel. +43/06245/80662, fax 85680,  info@
schlosshaunsperg.com
Hotel struber, Nonntaler Hauptstrasse 35, Austria A-5020 tel. 
+43/0662/843 728, fax 843 728 8,  struber@sbg.at
Hotel Jedermann, Rupertgasse 25, Austria A-5020, tel. 
+43/0662/873241-0, jedermann@salzburginfo.or.at

Vienna
Hotel römischer Kaiser, Annagasse 16, A-1010, tel 
+43/01/512 77 51 0, info@rkhotel.bestwestern.
altstadt Vienna, Kirchengasse 41, tel. +43/01/526 3399-0, 
fax 523 4901,  hotel@altstadt.at, www.altstadt.at 
Pension aviano, Marco-D’Aviano-Gasse 1, tel. +43/01/512 
8330, fax 512 8330 6,  aviano@pertschy.com

Zürich
Hotel Florhof, Florhofgasse 4, Switzerland CH-8001, tel. 
41/01/261 4470, fax 261 4611,  info@florhof.ch
Hotel arlette, Stampfenbachstrasse 26, Switzerland CH-
8001, tel. +41/01/25 20 032, fax 25 20 932,  hotel.arlette@
bluwin.ch

Frankfurt airport
steigenberger esprix Hotel Frankfurt airport, Cargo 
City Süd, D-60549 , tel. +49/069/69 70 99, fax 69 70 94 44,  
frankfurt@esprix-hotels.de
Hotel birkenhof, von-Eiff-Str 37, Hanau-Steinheim, D-63456, 
tel. +49/06181/648 80, fax 64 88 39,  info@HotelBirkenhof.
de, www.hotelbirkenhof.de (25-minuted from airport)
Hotel dreieich, Frankfurter Str. 49, Langen , D-63225, tel. 
+49/06103/91 50, fax 52 030. hotel-dreieich@gmx.de

Munich airport
daniel’s Hotel, Haupstrasse 11, Halbergmoos-Goldach, D-
85399, tel. +49/0811/55120, fax 551213, info@hotel-daniels.
de, www.hotel-daniels.de
Hotel Hoyacker Hof, Freisinger Landstrasse 9a, D-85748 
Garching b. München, tel. +49/089/326 9900, fax 320 7243,  
info@hoyackerhof.de

Zürich airport
Mövenpick Zürich airport, Walter-Mittelholzerstrasse 8, 
CH-8152 Glattbrugg, tel. +41/01/808 88 88, fax 808 88 77,  
hotel@movenpick-zurich-airport.ch
Hotel Fly away, Marktgasse 19, Zürich-Kloten, CH-8302, tel. 
+41/01/804 4455, reservation@hotel-flyaway.ch

DEAR SUBSCRIBER
Continued from page 1

Lili’s Stomach Supply, a pan-
Asian restaurant at Langstrasse 47 is an-
other good bet with curries and noodle 
dishes under CHF 20.

Such American and Mexican items 
as hamburgers, quesadillas, enchiladas 
and tortillas at reasonable prices (many 
under CHF 20) are offered at Iroquois, 
120 Seefeldstrasse, while New Point, at 
77 Kasermenstrasse, specializes in inex-
pensive Turkish fare. Both Iroquois and 
New Point are chain restaurants.

Zum Guten Gluck at the Bahnhof 
Wiedikon is an inviting café special-
izing in pancakes. Some are sweet. 
Some are sour. The price is about 
CHF 12.

restaurant where the midday menu is 12 
francs, salads start at CHF 3.40, coffee 
and soft drinks at 2.60 francs.

 The cafeterias of the University of 
Zürich and the Swiss Federal Institute 
of Technology also offer inexpensive 
meals.

 If the weather is fine, Marinello 
near the Rathaus is an outdoor stand 
with stand-up tables where soup with 
bread is about CHF 10, falafel a little 
less, and pizza under CHF 20. 

For more restful sit-down midday 
dining try Restaurant Schipfe 16 along 
the riverfront. A midday menu is about 
CHF 20, but the restaurant is closed in 
the evening.

And then there is Zeughauskeller 
at Bahnhofstrasse 28a near Paradeplatz. 
A former arsenal, it is much frequented 
by local residents because of its hearty 
Swiss fare, beer hall ambiance and fine 
prices. The décor is a curious mix that 
includes old armor and a TV screen. A 
hefty pan-fried veal sausage with onion 
sauce and homemade potato salad is 
CHF 18.5. (Note: In 2003, Gemütlichkeit 
placed Zeughauskeller among eight 
“Great Dining Halls” of Germany, Aus-
tria, and Switzerland.)

At Pizzeria Molino at Limmatquai 
16, pasta is CHF 15 to 39, eggplant Par-
mesan about 20 francs, or a fish dinner 
about 15. A 24-hour branch of this chain 
restaurant is near Bellevue.

At Vorderer Sternen, Theaterstras-
se 22, the grilled meats are renowned 
and a half-chicken is just five Swiss 
francs, a chicken or vegetarian burrito 
is less than CHF 10, and Schnitzel-
brot—veal cutlet on a roll—less than 
CHF 15. But it is for the six-franc 
grilled wurst that the restaurant is 
most famous. 

Urban, trendy Les Halles, Pfingst-
weidstrasse 6, is an organic marketplace 
that sells fresh fruit, vegetables, meat 
and wine, but it’s also a restaurant with 
pasta for CHF 15 and meat dishes at 
CHF 24. In the evening, however, the 
prices rise.

At the Thai restaurant, Ah-Hua, 
at Brauerstrasse 9, fried noodles and 
fried rice dishes cost CHF 18 and 
soups are less.

try not to spend more than three hours 
per day in the car. Explore a smaller 
geographic area in more depth, and your 
European vacation will be less hectic and 
more fulfilling.

“Last-night” hotels draw frequent 
inquiries. For the Frankfurt Airport, 
we recommend Accor hotels, Mer-
cure (four-star) and Ibis (three-star), 
in nearby Kelsterbach. Both offer free 
airport shuttle and double room rates 
from €59 to €75. To reserve a room go to 
Gemut.com to access our Book a Hotel 
in Europe feature. Munich Airport has 
fewer options, the best of them from a 
convenience standpoint being the Kem-
pinski which is actually in the airport. 
Weekend double room rates in June are 
in the €135 range. The Hotel Daniel’s, 
family-run and three miles from airport, 
charges €75 for a double room. There is 
no airport shuttle but it’s an ideal loca-
tion for auto travelers planning to drop 
a rental car at the airport.

In Vienna, the NH Vienna Airport 
Hotel, 200 meters from the arrivals hall, 
currently offers doubles from €88 to 
€110 via Gemut.com. Also bookable at 
Gemut.com is the Holiday Inn Express 
Zürich Airport, CHF 120 double. Since 
the trip to the Berlin Airport is only 
about 20 minutes from western Berlin, 
we prefer to stay in town. But for those 
who have an early morning flight, the 
Mercure Airport Hotel Berlin Tegel has 
a free airport shuttle and double rooms 
as low as €48 via Gemut.com.—RHB
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