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he laid-back lifestyle, rich cul-
tural life, and pleasant environ-
ment of Freiburg im Breisgau 

make it an easy city to visit and a hard 
one to leave. 

Situated in southwestern Germany 
near the corner where the borders of 
Germany, France, and Switzerland 
converge, Freiburg occupies a felicitous 
position between the Black Forest and 

the Rhine plain. 
Within the greater 

metropolitan city limits, it encompasses 
a landscape of mountains and forests, 
hills and vineyards, streams and valleys. 
This southernmost of Germany’s major 
cities is also one of the warmest, with 
more hours of sunshine annually than 
any other city in Deutschland.

No wonder locals are fond of saying: 
“There are two kinds of people: those 
who live in here, and those who wish 

they did.”
Indeed Freiburg is one of those spe-

cial places where old and new, past and 
present, coexist in seemingly effortless 
harmony. Founded in the Middle Ages, 
the city today is a progressive, modern 
metropolis, proud of its reputation as 
“Germany’s greenest city,” the “solar 
energy capital of the country,” and a 
longtime leader in Germany’s environ-
mental protection movement.

Education is held in high esteem in 
Freiburg. Albert Ludwig University 
was founded in 1457, and several other 
private universities and high-level re-
search institutes have been established 
in more recent times. Around 30,000 
of Freiburg’s 217,000 inhabitants are 
university students, and many them 
decide to stay in Freiburg for the rest of 
their lives. A sizable number of senior 

by Sharon Hudgins 

by Bob Bestor 

ecently a subscriber phoned to 
ask our opinion of a packaged 
rail tour of Switzerland. It is 

offered by a small but reputable tour 
company and, indeed, it covers some of 
the traditional rail tourism highlights: 
the Glacier Express, the Bernina Express, 

Grindelwald, and Zer-
matt. The cost, includ-

ing first-class Swiss Passes, 13 hotel 
nights, all breakfasts, nine dinners, and 
four lunches, is $306 per day per person. 

We put two questions to the sub-
scriber. Do you want to travel with a 
group? Could you do it cheaper on your 
own? 

There are those who enjoy group 
travel; make friends with fellow travel-
ers, enjoy community meals, and like the 
peace of mind of leaving day-to-day trip 
details to someone else. Others, howev-

er, prefer to make there own decisions 
regarding train times, hotels, sights, 
restaurants, and, especially, destina-
tions. With just a little knowledge and 
research they can replicate or improve 
on the package, and spend less money. 
The nature of package tours is that they 
cater to the broadest possible audience 
and thus feature the most popular—and 
touristy—destinations and attractions. 
The package tour in question, for exam-
ple, spends three nights in Zermatt. The 
traveler who has already done Zermatt, 
and who creates her own itinerary, can 
allocate those three nights to other des-
tinations.   

Because the independent traveler 

Reports from the battle zone
These days the tales of European 

car rentals seem to be all cautionary. 
Yes, we still occasionally hear of the 
surprise, gratis upgrade to a shiny new 
BMW with less than 100 kilometers on 
the odometer, but praise for European 
auto rental companies is only a faint 
hum amid the cacophony of complaints. 
To be sure, many rental car customers 
are angered by post-rental charges they 
would have been aware of had only 
they read the fine print in their reserva-
tion documentation, but too often rental 
companies seem bent on squeezing 
every possible euro from every credit 
card that crosses the rental counter.  

For example: a few Sunday morn-
ings ago in France, Mr. Wilson emerged 
from his hotel only to find one of the 
tires on his rental car flat. Small prob-
lem; it was fly-home day and he was 
headed for the airport. There was no 
shop open that could repair the punc-
ture, and there wasn't time to call the 
rental car company’s 24-hour road ser-
vice (from AAA to France, cynics every-
where wonder if the 24-hours stands 
for round-the-clock service or for the 
period of time it takes the service truck 
to arrive). Mr. Wilson did what most of 
us would have done; he removed the 
spare wheel from the trunk and used 
the marginal tools provided to change 
the tire. He put the damaged tire in the 
trunk and set off for the airport where, 
in returning the vehicle, he explained 
the situation to a Europcar employee 
who smiled and said, “No problem, 
we’ll take care of it.”

Apparently, they did—in style. Soon 
after he arrived back in the U.S. Mr. 
Wilson discovered his credit card had 
been charged €230 to repair the tire, and 
a €50 “damage administration” charge.  
That’s a $414 tire patch. We only have 
Mr. Wilson’s version of the story, but he 
claims the tire was punctured and re-
pairable, not broken, but even a brand-
new tire for a garden-variety midsize 
sedan shouldn’t cost more than $100.
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To justify the charges, Europcar re-
ferred to the contract Mr. Wilson signed 
that contains language concerning the 
company’s free, 24-hour breakdown ser-
vice. It exempts, however, breakdowns 
“caused by the customer,” including lost 
or broken keys, running out of fuel, and 
“punctures and/or damage to tyres.” 
The document listed the charges to be 
assessed for each of these transgressions.

Naturally, Mr. Wilson immediately 
pointed out that he did not use the com-
pany’s breakdown service, no employee 
was dispatched to provide assistance; 
he had changed the tire himself and 
returned it to the rental company. Europ-
car was unmoved, and maintained their 
charges were properly applied.

Clearly this seems to be a misap-
plication of Europcar’s fee structure, 
probably by a low-level employee. We 
presume Mr. Wilson will dispute the 
charge through his credit card, noting 
that the charges were made for roadside 
assistance, a service he did not use. We 
shall see.

Perhaps this is the “year of the tire.” 
An Avis customer was charged a hefty 
sum when, upon return at the end of the 
rental, his car was discovered to have 
no spare tire or tools. Since the customer 
didn’t check for these items at the start of 
the rental, he doesn’t know if they were 
stolen or missing when he took pos-
session of the vehicle. The loss may be 
covered by the credit card the customer 
used to pay for the rental—something, 

by the way, insurance purchased from 
the rental car company would not cover.

Before you head down the Auto-
bahn, make sure you have a spare tire 
and the tools to mount it if required. And 
if you get a flat, either change it yourself 
or call a roadside assistance that is NOT 
your rental car company's.

Up for one more tire story? Last win-
ter, Mr. Thomas rented a car in Rome for 
return in Strasbourg, France. Rental com-
panies in Italy do not offer winter tires as 
an option. In the mountains of Northern 
Italy, Mr. Thomas and family encoun-
tered a snow storm. Sorry, no winter tires, 
said the local Europcar station. Though 
the rental contract forbids changing 
equipment, Mr. Thomas purchased win-
ter tires at a cost of 420 euros from a local 
tire company. Interestingly, the Europcar 
refused to accept the old tires. He con-
tinued his journey on the new tires and 
returned the car in Strasbourg. 

After returning to the U.S., Mr. 
Thomas, an attorney, requested reim-
bursement from Europcar for the cost of 
the winter tires. In his letter to Europcar 
Italy’s CEO, he cleverly played down the 
winter tire issue and simply maintained 
the tires that came with the car were bald 
and unsafe, thereby putting him and his 
family at risk. He included photos of the 
tires. No one was more surprised than 
this writer when Europcar promptly sent 
a letter of apology and a check for the 
U.S. dollar equivalent of 420 euros. Go, 
as they say, figure.

The major airlines seem equally 
eager to kick customers when they are 
down. A few months ago we told you 

about a subscriber and his wife who, 
when their travel documents were stolen 
by a pickpocket, were forced to delay 
their return to the U.S. from Germany. 
Of course when it comes to changing 
all airline tickets—except the most ex-
pensive ones—there are fees to be paid; 
and Lufthansa rolled them out big-time. 
In this case it was $1825, more than the 
total cost of the original tickets. One 
wonders how Lufthansa justifies such a 
harsh penalty, especially in these circum-
stances. We can now report that our sub-
scriber appealed the charges to Lufthan-
sa’s customer service department and, 
after many weeks, the airline responded 
with an offer of certificates that could be 
exchanged for a 20-percent discount on 
a Lufthansa flight taken within the suc-
ceeding 12 months. No refund, just an 
opportunity to spend more money with 
Lufthansa. Pretty cold, LH.

The airline business has changed. 
Perhaps the following story best illus-
trates just how much. A very long time 

http://www.gemut.com/see-back-issues.html
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FREIBURG Im BREISGAU
Continued from page 1

citizens choose to reside there, too, at-
tracted by the high quality of life, “small 
city” atmosphere, and excellent medical 
facilities.

Visitors to Freiburg are easily 
seduced by the spirit of the city—its 
friendliness toward foreigners, its pic-
turesque Altstadt (Old Town), lively 
street life, fun festivals, and fine food, as 
well as a proximity to the Black Forest 
and the Baden wine region. The Altstadt, 
in the city center, is small enough to 
explore on foot in a day. Much of it is 
a pedestrian zone, a maze of winding 
streets and twisting lanes paved with 
rounded pebbles dredged from the 
Rhine. Throughout the old town, paving 
stones of different hues are also used to 
form street mosaics depicting coats of 
arms, medieval trade symbols, house 
markers, and symbols of Freiburg’s 
sister cities. Look for a pair of scissors 
portrayed in the stone pavement in front 
of a tailor shop, a mortar and pestle 
in front of an apothecary, a bear at the 
entrance to the famous old inn, Zum 
Roten Bären, and sister-city signs on the 
Rathausplatz (City Hall Square).

But as you wander, looking up at 
the architecture or peering into shop 
windows, watch your step. The Altstadt 
is crisscrossed by several kilometers of 
little streams known as Bächle that flow 
through open channels in many of the 
streets and squares. A unique feature of 
Freiburg, the Bächle were originally con-
structed 600 years ago to supply water 
for fighting fires. Charming though they 
may be, they can be treacherous to un-
wary pedestrians.

Start your walk at the Münster, 
Freiburg’s massive red-sandstone ca-
thedral whose lacy Gothic spire defines 
the skyline of the city. Every Saturday 
at 11am, from April to October, the 
Münster hosts free concerts billed as 
“organ music at market time.” Outside 
on the Münsterplatz (Cathedral Square), 
alongside and in front of the church, a 
bustling open-air market is held every 
day except Sunday, from 8am to 1pm 
Saturday is the liveliest market day, 
packed with vendors selling regionally 
grown fruits, vegetables, and herbs; 

market. Founded in 1091, and offi-
cially designated a market town in 1120, 
Freiburg developed over the centuries 
into a major commercial, intellectual, 
and religious center of the Upper Rhine 
region. At various times the city has 
belonged to Austria and France; been 
occupied by French and Swedish troops; 
and been bombed in both world wars. 
In November 1944, bombs from British 
planes destroyed much of the Altstadt 
and surrounding areas, and thousands 
were injured or killed. Therefore, as in 
many war-damaged German cities, most 
of the “old” buildings one sees today 
are faithful reconstructions of earlier 
edifices. 

The Altstadt was rebuilt according 
to its medieval layout. Stroll in any di-
rection from the cathedral square past 
historic houses, the Schwabentor and 
Martinstor (medieval gate towers), tra-
ditional small shops next to trendy bou-
tiques, and tiny antique stores crammed 
with treasures. The Augustiner Mu-
seum, located in a former monastery, is 
worth a visit for its collection of paint-
ings, sculpture, and craftworks from the 
9th to 20th centuries. There are interest-
ing small museums, too: the Tin Figure 
Display inside the Schwabentor features 
6,000 tin figures and 24 models of castles 
from the Breisgau region; and the Car-
nival Museum of the Breisgau Jesters’ 
Guild, which presents the history of the 
Alemannic Carnival (pre-Lenten festivi-
ties in the Black Forest) from the Middle 
Ages to the present.

Finally, take Germany’s longest 
circular-route cable car to the top of the 
Schauinsland, Freiburg’s own mountain 
within the city boundaries. The view 
from the cable car is spectacular, and 
at the 4,213-foot summit you can climb 
a tower for an even better perspective 
over the Black Forest and Rhine Val-
ley, as far as the Vosges Mountains in 
France. Hike or bike along the well-
marked trails of the Schauinsland, enjoy 
a picnic in the woods, or eat a hearty 
lunch with a mug of beer at the Café-
Restaurant Bergstation. Then head 
back down the mountain to the center 
of Freiburg, to enjoy an evening meal of 
the fine food and wine for which the city 
is so well known.

Freiburg Basics
Population: 217,000
Elevation: 323 meters (1068 feet)
Visitor information: Tourist Information 
Office, Altes Rathaus (Old Town Hall), 
Rathausplatz 2-4, 79098 Freiburg, tel. 
+49/761-388-1880, fax +49/761-37003, 
touristik@fwtm.freiburg.de, www.
freiburg.de.

Driving distances:

Berlin 802 km/498 miles
Cologne 423 km/269 miles
Frankfurt   374 km/232 miles
Munich 410 km/255 miles
Paris 578 km/367 miles 
Strasbourg   89 km/56 miles
Vienna 858 km/533 miles
Zürich 150 km/93 miles

Rail Connections:  Good service to Ger-
man cities and adjacent countries; ICE, 
hourly InterCity, and EuroCity trains.
Nearest Airports:  EuroAirport Basel-
Mulhouse-Freiburg, in France (70 km, 
43 miles), Baden AirPark (120 km, 75 
miles), Stuttgart (205 km, 127 miles), 
Zürich Airport (158 km, 99 miles)
Recommended Reading: Freiburg: Of-
ficial Guide (in English), available from 
the Freiburg Tourist Information Office.

sausages, hams, and cheeses; fresh 
flowers and farmhouse-baked breads; 
kitchen utensils and handmade pot-
tery; carved wooden butter presses and 
cookie molds.

The Münsterplatz and adjacent 
streets are also the site of Freiburg’s an-
nual Christmas Market from the week 
before Advent until Christmas Eve; the 
Fasnet (Carnival) celebrations during 
the month before Lent; and the Wine 
Festival in the first week of July. Known 
as “The City of Wine,” Freiburg is proud 
of its heritage as a grape-growing area 
since the 13th century. The 18th-century 
Alte Wache (Old Guard House) on the 
main square is now the House of Baden 
Wines, where a wide selection of wines 
from an association of more than 30 
local vintners can be tasted, and tours to 
the vineyards and wineries arranged.

Surrounded by historic buildings, 
including the beautiful Gothic Kauf-
haus (Merchants’ Hall), the Münsterplatz 
is the former home of the municipal 

mailto:touristik@fwtm.freiburg.de
http://www.freiburg.de
http://www.freiburg.de
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Key Websites for the Traveler
• www.gemut.com Gateway site for 
travelers to Germanic Europe, including car 
rental, rail passes, hotel bookings, travel tips, 
and past issues (free access to back issues for 
subscribers; see log-on info on page 2).
• www.viamichelin.com The Michelin 
database of hotels and restaurants, plus great 
interactive trip planning tools
• www.travelessentials.com Guide-
books, maps, travel accessories, luggage, 
all  at 10 percent  off for subscribers. Use 
discount code gemut2010.
• maps.google.com Amazing map re-
source. Driving & walking. Zoom in-out. Great 
detail city & country. Satellite & terrain views.
• bahn.hafas.de/bin/query.exe/en 
German rail website, with train schedules 
throughout Europe, as well as Germany.
• www.sbb.ch/en/  Swiss and Euro-
pean rail schedules
• www.ski-europe.com  Top Web re-
source for skiers with much info on Alpine resorts
• www.myswitzerland.com Website 
of Switzerland’s national tourist authority
• www.germany-tourism.de Germa-
ny’s national tourist authority
• www.austria.info/us Austria’s 
national tourist authority
• www.historicgermany.com  Web-
site for an alliance of historic German cities
• www.thetravelinsider.info  Info on elec-
tronics for travelers — cell phones, computers, etc. 

Freiburg Hotels

Hotel Colombi
Built in the mid-1950s and reno-

vated considerably since then, the Hotel 
Colombi has a modern facade 
that belies its interior's luxuri-
ous Old World elegance. The 
Colombi is conveniently located within 
easy walking distance of Freiburg’s Old 
Town, but its many amenities (three 
fine restaurants, pastry shop, piano bar, 
pool, sauna, spa, wine cellar with 30,000 
bottles) and superb service (friendly and 
unpretentious) will tempt you to remain 
right there on the hotel’s premises.

 The five-star/superior-rated Colom-
bi is one of the few family-owned and 
operated hotels in its category. Proprietor 
Roland Burtsche has twice been named 
“Hotelier of the Year” by the Gault Mil-
lau guidebook, and his hotel has won 
numerous other awards. Its 115 deluxe 
rooms, junior suites, and suites are beau-
tifully furnished, air-conditioned, and 
very comfortable, with fresh flowers and 
baskets of fruits. Many have large win-
dows with excellent views of the Altstadt 
skyline.

The lavish breakfast buffet is served 

in a large, bright, airy room with parquet 
floors, oriental rugs, and brocade drapes, 
where you’ll want to linger over coffee 
and fresh pastries at the tables set with 
white linens and colorful flowers. 

Of course such luxury comes at a 
price—but if you want to splurge on one 
of the best hotels in Germany, the Co-
lombi should be high on your list.
Contact: Colombi Hotel, Am Colombi 
Park, 79098 Freiburg im Breisgau, tel. 
+49/761-21060, fax 31410, info@colom-
bi.de, www.colombi.de 
Daily rates: Singles €198-240, doubles 
€250-275, suites €298-320. Room prices 
includ use of the pool, sauna, steam bath, 
and fitness room. Breakfast €20/person 
(except on weekends, when it’s included 
in the room price). Parking in the hotel’s 
garage, €14/day.
Rating: Quality 19/20, Value 17/20 

Oberkirch Hotel
In the very heart of the Old Town, 

on the main square near the cathedral, 
the four-star Oberkirch Hotel is a small, 
elegant yet cozy, family-run hotel in a 
historic 18th-century building. Its 26 
comfortable rooms (singles, doubles, and 
suites) vary in shape and size, and each 
is individually decorated with tradition-
al wooden furniture, cheerful curtains, 
and fresh flowers. Number 53 (an exclu-
sive double) has a view over the market 
square and church, as do all four suites. 

In summer, you’ll want to sit outside 
at the hotel’s restaurant on the cobble-
stones of the old square, eating fresh 
asparagus and Black Forest trout, sip-
ping from quarter-liter glasses of excel-
lent Baden wine, listening to street musi-
cians, and watching the action at the big 
open-air market laid out before you. In 
winter, warm up inside with dinner and 
drinks in the historic wine tavern, with 
its old oak paneling and big tile stove. 
Service at both the hotel and restaurant 
is friendly and welcoming. 
Contact: Oberkirch Hotel, Münsterplatz 
22, 79098 Freiburg im Breisgau, tel. 
+49/761-202-6868, fax 6869, oberkirch@
t-online.de, www.hotel-oberkirch.de 
Daily Rates: Singles €98-168, doubles 
€149-186. The garage has six parking 
places, reserve in advance; €12/day.
Rating: Quality 15/20, Value 15/20

Hotel Victoria
Although a member of the Best West-

ern group, the four-star Hotel Victoria is 
still family owned and managed. Its 67 
rooms (15 singles, 52 doubles) are divid-
ed between a newer section and the his-
toric older part (20 rooms) in a building 
dating from 1875. Each is decorated in a 
different style, ranging from traditional 
to ultra-modern. In the historic section, 
Number 109 is a first-class double in 
Louis XVI style, whereas Number 106 is 
a large, very modern double.

This hotel prides itself on being “the 
most environmentally friendly private 
hotel in the world,” renovated with 
“green” materials, heated with wood by-
products, cooled with a heat-exchange 
system, and lighted with electricity from 
rooftop solar panels. Recycled materials 
are used throughout the hotel, and most 
waste products are also recycled. 

The large breakfast buffet, featur-
ing fresh, local, seasonal ingredients, 
is served in a beautiful wood-paneled 
dining room hung with chandeliers. The 
attractive “Hemingway Cocktail Bar” in 
the basement offers 100 different mixed 
drinks.
Contact: Hotel Victoria Betriebs GmbH, 
Eisenbahnstrasse 54, 79098 Freiburg im 
Breisgau, tel. +49/761-207-340, fax 34444, 
info@victoria.bestwestern.de, www.
victoria.bestwestern.de 
Daily rates: Singles €130, doubles €164, 
breakfast €14/person, parking €8-10/
day. Rates include a public transport 
ticket and free entry to the sauna.
Rating: Quality 15/20, Value 15/20

Park Hotel Post
The four-star Park Hotel Post oc-

cupies a Jugendstil-era building (early 
1900s) located adjacent to a leafy city 
park about halfway between the main 
railroad station and the pedestrian zone 
leading into the Old Town. Its 45 rooms 
are decorated in modern style, with 
soothing colors, and the good breakfast 
buffet is served in a pleasant room on 
the ground floor. Some of the standard 
doubles are small, so ask for one of the 
larger rooms, preferably with a balcony 
overlooking the park.
Contact: Park Hotel Post, Am Colom-
bipark, Eisenbahnstrasse 35/37, 79098 
Freiburg im Breisgau, tel. +49/761-
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High-season airfares to Europe

Consolidator Air Fares
Best fares on Lufthansa, Delta, United, British 

Air, USAir, Air Berlin, Condor, Swiss, etc.

IMPORTANT:  Fares are round trip to Germany for 
mid-summer travel and do not include tax, fees, & fuel 
surcharge. Call for a to-the-penny quote or get an 
e-mail quote at www.gemut.com

800.521.6722
Cars also available in most     

European countries

• Upgrades through 8/31/2011. Discounts for longer 
rentals. All rates quoted in this ad are as of 1/24/11, 
subject to change without notice but lock-in at 
booking. Rates based on one-week booking . Rates 
include Value Added Tax, unlimited mileage, 3rd 
party liability ins. but do not include CDW, theft 
insurance, road tax, and airport fees. 

Car 1-week xtra day
Opel Corsa $250 $36
VW Golf (w/upgrade*) $250 $36
Opel Astra (Auto) $391 $56
VW Passat (w/upgrade*) $297 $42
VW Passat  (Auto) $435 $62
Audi A4 $420 $60
MBZ C180 (w/upgrade*)   $322 $46
MBZ C180 (auto/GPS) $506 $72
MBZ E200 (Auto/GPS) $586  $84
VW Touran  $362 $52
VW Golf Wagon $315 $45
VW Passat Wagon $378 $54
Audi A4 SW (GPS) $464 $66
MBZ E200 SW (Auto/GPS)  $814 $115   
Volvo V70 SW (GPS) $465  $66
VW Sharan 7-pass $832 $119
VW Minibus 9-pass $846 $121

Austria
Fiat Punto $262 $37
FOrd Focus $291 $42
VW Golf (Auto) $486 $69
Mercedes B-Class  $375 $54
Peugeot 407 $626 $89
Mercedes C-Class $985 $141
VW Touran (Auto)  $513 $73
Ford Focus Wagon $306 $44
Skoda Octavia Wagon   $468 $67 
Peogeot 807 7-Pass $889 $127

Switzerland
Opel Corsa $288 $41
Opel Astra $304 $43
Ford Focus (Auto) $372 $53
Opel Vectra  $338 $48
Renault scenic (Auto) $483 $69
VW Passat (Auto)  $593 $85
FOrd C-Max  $349 $50
Opel Astra Wagon  $427 $61     
Ford Galaxy Van $612 $87
Mercedes Vito 7-Pass $784 $112

European Auto Rental
Germany 

• Through August 31, 2011, drive a Fullsize  
Mercedes C200 in germany for a week for 

$322, including 19% VAT. 

Best Current Deal

Travel MarT
www.gemut.com
A website for travelers to 
Germanic Europe

Atlanta ........................................$1127 
Boston ........................................$1070
Chicago .......................................$1110
Dallas ............................................$940 
Denver ........................................$1160
Los Angeles ................................$1200
Miami ............................................$888 
New York ......................................$750
Orlando .......................................$1100
Seattle ........................................$1264
San Francisco .............................$1210
Washington DC ............................$1110
Business Class  ...................$2700 to $4000
 Fares available from all  U.S. gateways

Gemütlichkeit's
Trip Planning &  
Booking Service 

• Hotel Bookings

• Hotel/Restaurant Recommendations 

• Backroads Itineraries

• Self-Guided Auto/Rail Tours

Ask about our individually 
tailored 14-day “Great Little 
Hotels & Restaurants of 
Germany” auto tours

800-521-6722

Your Berlin Headquarters

Hotel Art Nouveau
K'Damm & Savignyplatz neighborhood    

near many fine shops and small restaurants. 
Mention Gemütlichkeit for 10% discount 

Editor's choice.
Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440

Email: info@hotelartnouveau.de
web: www.hotelartnouveau.de

Travel	shopping	is	easy	at	www.gemut.
com.	You can now book hotels, purchase 
rail passes and point-to-point rail tickets, 
buy travel insurance, and request quotes 
on transatlantic airline tickets and rental 
cars. Secure, one-stop European travel 
shopping at www.gemut.com

Book European Travel

GEMÜTLICHKEIT Advertising Supplement

800-521-6722

Book Hotels Online 
www.gemut.com
. Three-star-plus hotels from:
Baden-Baden  ................... €71 
Berlin  .............................. €49
Frankfurt Airport  ............. €53
Garmisch-Partenkirchen  ..... €75 
Munich  ............................ €41
Munich Airport ................ €59
Wiesbaden ........................ €58
Graz .................................. €59
Salzburg  .......................... €49
Steyr  ................................ €68
Vienna  ............................. €34 
Vienna Airport ................. €50
Grindelwald ..................... CHF100
Interlaken ......................... CHF120
Lucerne  ........................... CHF115
Zürich  .............................. CHF115
Zürich Airport .................. CHF149

http://www.gemut.com
http://www.hotelartnouveau.de
http://www.gemut.com




get the latest rail Prices at gemut.com 

EURAILPASS   1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
15 consecutive days     $727 $619 $474    
21 consecutive days        $938 $798 $611
1 month                          $1156 $983 $752
2 months                   $1632 $1387 $1061
3 months                  $2012 $1711 $1309
EURAIL FLEXIPASS    1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
10 days in 2 months   $859 $730 $559 
days in 2 months   $1127 $958 $733

EURAIL SELECTPASS 
   3 adjoining countries 1 Adult  Saver* Youth
       1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
5 days in 2 months  $457 $389 $298
6 days in 2 months  $505 $429 $329
8 days in 2 months $597 $508 $389
10 days in 2 months $692 $589 $451
   4 adjoining countries 1 Adult  Saver* Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
5 days in 2 months  $511 $435 $333
6 days in 2 months $559 $475 $364
8 days in 2 months $651 $554 $424
10 days in 2 months $745 $633 $485
   5 adjoining countries 1 Adult  Saver* Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
5 days in 2 months  $563 $480 $367
6 days in 2 months $611 $520 $398
8 days in 2 months $705 $600 $459
10 days in 2 months $796 $677 $518 
15 days in 2 months   $1009 $858 $656
AUSTRIAN RAILPASS 
 1st Cl 2nd Cl Child 1st Child 2nd 
            3 days in 1 month $201 $140 $101 $71
Avg Extra Rail Day (5 max.)  $28 $19 $14 $10

AUSTRIA-CzECh PASS
 Adult   Saver*    Youth 
 1st Cl   1st Cl       2nd Cl  
4 days in 2 months    $255 $217 $167 
Avg Extra Rail Day (6 max.)    $ 34 $ 29 $ 22

CzECh-GERMANY PASS  1 Adult Saver* Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
5 days in 2 months $398 $328 $326 $280 $280
6 days in 2 months $442 $364 $363 $310 $310
8 days in 2 months $515 $430 $428 $372 $372
10 days in 2 months $593 $496 $495 $431 $431

EUROPEAN EAST PASS 
Austria, Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Slovakia
5 days in 1 month                              $312 (1Cl)   $215 (2Cl)
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)                $35    $30
FRANCE RAlL PASS  Adults  Senior Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  1st Cl   2nd Cl
3 days in 1 month $296 $239 $258 $209 $177
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)  $ 45  $37 $38 $ 31 $27

FRANCE SAVER PASS   2 Adults*
  1st  Cl   2nd Cl 
3 days in 1 month  $252 $206 
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)   $ 38 $ 31
FRANCE-ITALY PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $376 $320 $320 $272 $244
5 days in 2 months $420 $356 $356 $302   $274 
days in 2 months $463 $393 $393 $334 $301
7 days  in 2 months $506 $431 $431 $368 $329
8 days  in 2 months $550 $468 $468 $398 $356
9 days  in 2 months $595 $504 $504 $440 $387
10 days in 2 months $638 $542 $542 $460 $415
FRANCE-SwITzERLANd PASS 
 1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st  Cl.    1st Cl  2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $407 $345 $287
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)  $ 45 $40 $32
GERMAN RAILPASS 
 1 Adult  Youth Twin Pass*
 1st Cl.  2nd Cl.  2nd Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
3 days in 1 month $335 $255 $204 $258 $188
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6) $ 25 23 $15 $24 $18

AUSTRIA-GERMANY PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
5 days in 2 months $407 $350 $350 $299 $301
6 days in 2 months $449 $383 $383 $329 $329
8 days  in 2 months $534 $457 $457 $391 $393
10 days in 2 months $623 $530 $530 $457 $457
GERMANY-BENELUX PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
5 days in 1 month $428 $322 $322 $261 $261
Avg. Extra Rail Day (5 max.)  $44 $34 $34 $24 $24

GERMANY-FRANCE PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $412 $372 $372 $337 $288
5 days in 2 months $457 $411 $411 $371 $318
6 days in 2 months $500 $450 $450 $399 $352
8 days  in 2 months $585 $528 $528 $460 $412
10 days in 2 months $673 $606 $606 $528 $476
GERMANY-SwITzERLANd PASS
 1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st  Cl.  1st Cl  2nd Cl
5 days in 2 months $434 $371 $306
6 days in 2 months $479 $407 $337
8 days in 2 months $565 $484 $398
10 days in 2 months $654 $558 $460
ITALY RAIL PASS
 1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
3 days in 2 months $256 $209 $218 $169 $169
Avg Extra Rail Day $31 $24 $26 $20 $20
AUSTRIA-SwITzERLANd PASS 
 Adults  Saver* Youth
 1st Cl  1st Cl   2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $387 $329 $271
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)  $ 42  $36 $30

SwISS SAVERPASS & SwISS PASS
 1 Adult Saver* Youth
 1st     2nd    1st 2nd 1st 2nd
 Class   Class   Class Class Class Class 
4 consec. days  $405 $270 $344 $229 $305 $203
8 consec. days   $586 $391 $499 $333 $440 $293
15 consec. days  $708 $472 $602 $401 $532  $354
22 consec. days  $816 $544 $694 $462 $612 $408
1 month $899 $599 $764 $509 $675 $449
SwISS SAVER FLEXIPASS & SwISS FLEXIPASS  
 2 or more Adults*    1 Adult
 1st   2nd  1st 2nd
 Class  Class  Class  Class
3 days in 1 month  $331 $220 $389 $260
4 days in 1 month  $401 $267 $471 $314
5 days in 1 month  $464 $309 $545 $363
6 days in 1 month  $526 $352 $620 $413
SwISS CARd 
1 month - 1 round trip                       $266 (1-Cl)  $190 (2-Cl)
plus 50% discount on rail tickets 
SwISS TRANSFER TICKET
1 month - 1 round trip                       $200 (1-Cl)  $133 (2-Cl)

TERMS & CONdITIONS: Prices on this page sub-
ject to change. Canceled orders refunded 85% of 
total charge. Handling fee for cancels is $25.

Special Considerations (Specify countries for countries 
chosen for Selectpass, additional rail days, etc.)

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

Method of Payment  (Visa   MC   AmEx  Diners)

Card #:__________________________Exp. Date_________Est. total amount: $_______

Name ________________________________________

Street________________________________________   

City__________________ State____ Zip____________

Daytime Phone_____________U.S. Depart. Date_______

Order online at 
gemut.raileuorpe.com 
or phone 800-521-6722 Fax form to 541-488-8468 or mail to: 

288 Ridge Road, Ashland OR 97520

(*Prices per person, based on two or more traveling together at all 
times. **Junior & Youth fares apply only to passengers under 26. 
Where senior fares are offered, 60 is qualifying age. Children 4-11 pay 
half the adult fare including Saverpass fares except Switzerland where 
kids under 16 travel free with a parent.)

BUYING RAIL PASSES IN 2011
Because of currency fluctuation, pass 
prices change frequently. Prices listed 
here are approximations. At www.
gemut.raileuorpe.com you can se-
curely buy the listed passes, as well as 
many others, plus book individual tick-
ets. Or, for current prices, and to place 
a rail pass order, call 800-521-6722x3. 
We also book city-to-city tickets by 
phone but charge a service fee.  For 
European timetables go to www.bahn.

Product  # days  1st/2nd Class  Circle one  Passenger Name    (First and Last as on Passport)  Country of Residence  Price

IMPORTANT NOTE ABOUT PRICES: The US dollar prices on this page are 
based on the euro and are subject to change with currency fluctuation. Pass 
orders will be processed in dollars, but amounts charged may vary from 
prices shown on this page.

Mr./Mrs.

Mr./Mrs.

Mr./Mrs.

Mr./Mrs.

http://gemut.raileurope.com/index.html
http://gemut.raileurope.com/index.html
http://gemut.raileurope.com/index.html
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Early booking

discounts as much

as $900 per

couple

Some 2 for 1 deals on

bookings prior to

August 31, 2009

Gemütlichkeit Special Offer   
Subscriber Discounts On 2011
European River Cruises 
Choose from dozens of itineraries and sailings. Here are just a few:

ENCHANTING DANUBE
 8 days, Budapest to Passau. From $1999

DANUBE DISCOVERy
 8 days, Vienna to Nürnberg. From $1999

RHINE DISCOVERy
 8 days, Nürnberg to Basel. From $1999

CASTLES ALONG THE RHINE
 8 days, Basel to Amsterdam. From $1999

LEGENDARy RHINE & MOSEL
 13 days, Amsterdam to Basel. From $3699

EUROPEAN JEWELS
 15 days, Buapest to Amsterdam. From $4499

EUROPEAN SERENADE
 13 days, Vienna to Amsterdam, From $3799

EASTERN EUROPE ExPLORER
 15 days, Vienna to Bucharest. From $4199

PARIS & EUROPEAN RIVER ROMANCE
 10 days, Paris to Nürnberg. From $2199

PARIS & THE HEART OF EUROPE
 17 days, Paris to Vienna. From $4199

GRAND EUROPEAN DISCOVERy
 15 days, Basel to Vienna. From $3999

GRAND EUROPEAN SERENADE
 27 days, Amsterdam to Bucharest. From $8499

GRAND EUROPEAN ExPLORER
 29 days, Basel to Bucharest. From $8499

When you sail with Uniworld
• Excursions included
• Non-smoking ships
• English language only
• Unpack only once
• Most deluxe ships in Europe
• Europe’s youngest fleet

• Email available - stay in touch
• Small ship ambiance (100 to 138 guests)
• Hotel-style beds
• Terry cloth robes
• Satellite TV in cabins
• Fitness Center

For free catalog or to book space phone gemütlichkeit 

          800-521-6722 x 2

Early Booking
Discounts Still 

Available

Additional

discount      
   

for Gemut

Readers
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385480, fax 31680, info@park-hotel-
post.de, www.park-hotel-post.de 
Daily Rates: Singles €109-149, doubles 
€129-189
Rating: Quality 14/20, Value 14/20

Hotel Barbara 
This small, family-run, three-star 

hotel, in a building celebrating its 100th 
anniversary this year, is on a quiet street 
not far from the train station and the city 
center. A winding staircase (no elevator) 
leads to the 21 rooms, most of which are 
decorated in modern style. Number 26 is 
a nice double, and Number 30 is a larger 
double with a separate sitting area. 
The Dold family owners are especially 
friendly and helpful to guests.
Contact: Hotel Barbara, Poststrasse 4, 
79098 Freiburg im Breisgau, tel. +49/761-
296250, fax 26688, mail@hotel-Barbara.
de, www.Hotel-Barbara.de 
Daily Rates: Singles €72, doubles €98, 
apartments €129-149
Rating: Quality 13/20, Value 15/20

Hotel Die Halde
Relax outside the city at the very 

comfortable four-star Hotel Die Halde 
high up in the nearby Black Forest. 
This old historical building has been 
expanded and completely modernized, 
while retaining its traditional Black For-
est character in the lovely restaurant 
situated in the original house.

Although “die Halde” means the 
slag heap from a mine, you’d never 
know it when looking out the huge glass 
walls of this well-designed hotel onto 
the surrounding mountains, meadows, 
and forests. 

The hotel features 38 double rooms 
and larger one-room studio apartments, 
many with balconies; indoor and out-
door pools, saunas and spas; sports 
facilities (skiing, swimming, bicycling); 
three cozy, rustic, pine-paneled dining 
rooms, and a bright, modern breakfast 
room serving a superb buffet of local 
ingredients and Black Forest specialties 
(until 11:30 every day, noon on Sundays).
Contact: Hotel Die Halde, Halde 2, 79254 
Oberried-Hofsgrund, tel. +49/7602-
94470, fax 944741, info@halde.com, 
www.halde.com 
Daily Rates: €108/person, per night, for 
one or two nights in a double room (low-

er rates for longer stays). Price includes 
the hotel room, a massive breakfast buf-
fet, a small lunch, a four-course evening 
meal, and use of the pools, sauna, sports, 
and fitness facilities. Special multi-night 
package prices available at different 
seasons of the year.
Rating: Quality 17/20, Value 16/20

Freiburg restaurants
As a university town in the Baden 

wine country, Freiburg has a wide range 
of dining choices, from inexpensive stu-
dent pubs to good regional restaurants to 
highly-rated gourmet meccas. Locals like 
to eat well, in whatever price category, 
so one can always find good food in 
Freiburg, regardless of budget.

Hans Thoma Stube
Named for a famous painter and 

graphic artist from the Black Forest, 
the Hans Thoma Stube is one 
of three fine restaurants in the 
Hotel Colombi. Pine-paneled, 
decorated with original art, and warmed 
by a large tile stove, the restaurant serves 
outstanding regional dishes in a cozy at-
mosphere. The menu changes seasonally, 
and features fresh, local ingredients.

In summer, try the cream soup with 
smoked trout and spring herbs (€6.50) or 
a cold appetizer (€8.80-16). Main dishes 
of lamb, liver, beef, or airy fish dump-
lings garnished with crayfish are €18-24. 
Finish with a dessert of lightly batter-
fried apple rings with vanilla sauce and 
praline ice cream (€7.50). Inventive, 
beautifully plated fixed-price seasonal 
meals cost €55 for three courses and €68 
for five courses.

Within the same hotel, the elegant 
Falkenstube and Zirbelstube (separate 
rooms of the Colombi’s Michelin one-
star rated restaurant) focus on French 
and Continental cuisine, at higher 
prices to match, although less expensive 
midday specials are available on their 
menus, too. The superb food at all three 
of the Colombi’s restaurants comes from 
the same kitchen. Reservations recom-
mended.
Contact: Colombi Hotel, Am Colombi 
Park, 79098 Freiburg im Breisgau, tel. 
+49/761-21060, fax 31410, info@colom-
bi.de, www.colombi.de 
Rating: Quality 17/20, Value 17/20 

Zum Roten Bären
Loved by locals and tourists alike, 

Zum Roten Bären (At the Red Bear) 
claims to be the oldest continu-
ously operating inn in Germany, 
with stone foundations dating 
to 1120 and documentation as a hostelry 
from 1311. Today the building houses 
both the restaurant and a 25-room hotel.

The dining room’s woody interior 
and friendly service complement a menu 
that emphasizes traditional Black For-
est cuisine. Many of the ingredients are 
locally sourced, and seasonal specialties 
include a selection of fresh asparagus 
dishes in early summer and game in the 
fall. In addition to the offerings on the à 
la carte menu, several fixed-price, multi-
course meals are available year round.

Start with a salad of leafy greens and 
fresh herbs from the nearby open-air 
market (€6.90) or a terrine of zucchini 
and eggplant with Italian ham (€10.50). 
The trout (€17.50) cooked in butter 
with almonds is a classic, and the turbot 
(€22.50) stuffed with shrimp-lobster 
dumplings, with saffron sauce, is a win-
ner, too. Meat dishes include roasted 
duck breast (€20.50) and delicate beef 
cutlets with mustard-herb crust (€22.80). 
Conclude your meal with a choice of 
several tempting desserts (€6.20-8.80). 
The menu also offers a good selection of 
Baden wines.

Open Monday-Saturday, 12 noon-
2pm, 6:30pm-10pm
Contact: Zum Roten Bären, Oberlinden 
12, 79098 Freiburg, tel. +49/761-387870, 
fax 3878717, info@roter-baeren.de, 
www.roter-baeren.de 
Rating: Quality 16/20 ,Value 17/20

Restaurant Die Halde
Located in the original old building 

that forms the core of the modern Hotel 
Die Halde in Oberried-Hofsgrund, this 
restaurant’s three rooms of dark wood 
walls, original paintings, and rustic Black 
Forest decor beckon you to linger long 
over your meal. Since 2001 the restaurant 
has had a “Bib-Gourmand” rating in 
the Michelin guide, in recognition of the 
good quality of its cuisine.

A recent vegetarian meal of light 
spinach dumplings, with spring veg-
etables and herbs, fresh mushroom-
cream sauce, and pine nuts was excellent 

Editor’s
 

ChoiC
E

mailto:info@park-hotel-post.de
mailto:info@park-hotel-post.de
http://www.park-hotel-post.de
mailto:mail@hotel-Barbara.de
mailto:mail@hotel-Barbara.de
http://www.Hotel-Barbara.de
mailto:info@halde.com
http://www.halde.com
mailto:info@colombi.de
mailto:info@colombi.de
http://www.colombi.de
mailto:info@roter-baeren.de
http://www.roter-baeren.de


Gemütlichkeit 10 May 2011 

www.gemut.com “Like” us at Facebook.com/Gemut.com
in the €10-11 range). A fun place to eat, 
in a cozy wood-paneled restaurant with 
copper beer vats in the same room.

Open Sunday-Thursday, 11am- mid-
night, Friday-Saturday, 11am-2am (hot 
food served until 11:30pm).
Contact: Martin’s Bräu, Fressgasse 1, 
79098 Freiburg, tel. +49/761-3870018, 
fax 33627, Martinsbr@aol.com, www.
mbfr.de 
Rating: Quality 12/20 ,Value 15/20

Hausbrauerei Feierling
This is another good, centrally lo-

cated, beer tavern and restaurant (within 
the brewery), featuring a chestnut tree-
shaded beer garden across the street. 
Soups, salads, beer snacks, cold plates, 
and hot meals (meaty Gasthaus fare) are 
priced under €10, and the daily menu is 
€5.90-11.50.

Open Sunday-Thursday, 11am-mid-
night, Friday and Saturday 11am-2am
Contact: Hausbrauerei Feierling, Ger-
berau 46, 79098 Freiburg, tel. +49/761-
243480, fax 25688, info@feierling.de, 
www.feierling.de
Rating: Quality 12/20 ,Value 15/20

(€14.80). Equally good, well garnished 
fish or meat main dishes are priced at 
€17.50-24. Seasonal soups and appetiz-
ers begin at €5.50, and house-made des-
serts cost €3.50-9. A typical main dish 
on the special fixed-price lunch menu is 
large, juicy, locally made bratwurst with 
red shallot sauce (€13.50 for two courses, 
€19.80 for three courses). Fancier four- 
and five-course “Haldemenüs” are 
priced from €44-55. 
Contact: Hotel Die Halde, Halde 2, 79254 
Oberried-Hofsgrund, tel. +49/7602-
94470, fax 944741, info@halde.com, 
www.halde.com 
Rating: Quality 16/20,Value 17/20

Markthalle Freiburg
This eclectic food court in the old 

market hall is a fun place to eat, beloved 
by everyone; students, locals, and tour-
ists. Individual food stalls offer a variety 
of take-away dishes from around the 
word: Italian, Persian, Turkish, Indian, 
Brazilian, Japanese, Chinese, German, 
vegetarian, and pastries, all at reason-
able prices. Wine, beer, and other drinks 
are sold at separate stalls. Eat indoors at 
the small tables there, or take your food 
out for a picnic. Or step just outside to 
the Osteria Oporto, where you need to 
purchase only a glass of wine or other 
drink to occupy a table and eat the food 
you purchased from one of the indoor 
food stalls.

Open Monday-Thursday, 8am- 8pm, 
Friday and Saturday, 8am-midnight. 
Free concerts on Friday and Saturday 
evenings.
Contact: Markthalle Freiburg, Kaiser-
Joseph-Straße 237, 79098 Freiburg, tel. 
+49/761-387000, www.markthalle-
freiburg.de 
Rating: Quality 10/20 ,Value 14/20

Martin’s Bräu
Martin’s Bräu, next to the Mark-

thalle, is a brewery-gasthaus serving 
very good beer and a nice selection of 
traditional German dishes. Fresh light 
and dark beers, brewed on the premises, 
cost €2.50-3.80. Snacks to accompany 
your beer include different cheeses, 
spreads, and cold cuts (€4.60-8.90); a 
variety of salads (€2.90-10.60); special 
house-made bratwurst (€6.69-10.60); and 
larger entrees featuring pork, beef, or 
lamb (€8.60-16.90, with most full meals 

must assume the responsibility for plan-
ning and daily trip chores done by the 
tour operator, a cost comparison be-
tween self-planned tour and a packaged 
group is not apples-to-apples. But unless 
one places great monetary value in not 
having to handle such details as seat 
reservations (seldom needed in Switzer-
land), finding the correct platform for a 
departing train, and bookng hotels, the 
answer to the “can you do it cheaper on 
your own?” is clearly “yes.” 

Here then is a suggested 13-night rail 
tour of Switzerland that mixes popular 
destinations with some lesser-known 
ones. It includes scenic train routes, lake 
boat trips, hotels and restaurants. Hotels 
have been chosen that approximate the 
quality of those used by the package 
tour. Prices are as quoted using the 
Gemut.com online hotel booking engine 
(http://www.gemut.com/book-a-
hotel-in-europe-jumi.html)

Day One
Arrive Zürich: Activate your Swiss 

SWISS RAIl JOURNEy
Continued from page 1

Pass at the airport’s rail station and take 
the first train to the capital city of Bern. 
There are about a dozen direct trains 
from the airport between 7:30am to 1pm, 
and perhaps a dozen more that change 
once. In other words, plenty of service, 
no seat reservations necessary.

Sleep: Hotel Kreuz (Zeughausgasse 
41, tel. +41/31 329 95 95, www.kreuz-
bern.ch, info@kreuzbern.ch, double 
rooms from CHF 186) is exactly 343 steps 
from the rail station, according to the 
hotel’s brochure. What this well-located 
hotel lacks in Swiss charm it makes up 
for in efficiency and practicality. All 
rooms come with the standard equip-
ment such as minibar, phone, radio and 
satellite TV. 

Eat:  Schmiedstube (www.schmieds-
tube.com). Traditional Swiss fare—Brat-
wurst, Rösti, braised beef, lamb stew—at 
reasonable prices, in a sleek, modern 
atmosphere. Dinners $22-$30 per person, 
without beverages.

Day Two
Bern: Foremost among the Swiss 

capital’s many attractions is its ex-
tensive, architecturally unique, and 
wonderfully preserved, old town, six 
kilometers of arcade-lined streets, full 
of interesting shops and charming res-
taurants. Your Swiss Pass gains entry 
to some 400 Swiss museums, including 
the impressive Kunstmuseum (www.
kunstmuseumbern.ch) with the world’s 
largest Paul Klee collection plus works 
by Picasso, Monet, Cezanne, Manet, 
Cranach, and Chagall.

Eat: Lorenzini (www.dutheatre.
ch/en/ristor.asp). Wonderful first-floor 
Northern Italian restaurant that is a 
favorite of legislators and government 
workers from the nearby capitol. Tus-
can antipasti, ossobucco, risottos, and 
house-made pastas. Dinners $50-$75 per 
person, without beverages.

Days Three-Four
Destination Montreux: Of course 

there is plenty of service and the train 
ride is only about 90 minutes, but it’s a 
beautiful run through vineyards with 
spectacular lake views. After an hour 
and six minutes there is a change in 
Lausanne so you may want to get off 
and visit the Olympic Museum. It’s less 
than two kilometers so you could walk 
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Day Five

Destination Leukerbad: Take the 
11:05 train and get off at Sion, with its 
medieval, almost Moorish, skyline. Walk 
around the old town and have lunch at 
Au Cheval Blanc (Grand-Pont 23, www.
au-cheval-blanc.ch/gallerie.php) or Res-
taurant du Rhône (Rue du Scex, www.
durhonesion.ch). 

After lunch, continue on to Leuker-
bad, changing at Leuk for the 30-minute 
bus ride into the mountains.

Sleep/Eat: Hotel Astoria (Untere 
Maressenstrasse, tel. +41/27/470 14 15, 
www.astoria-leukerbad.ch, info@astoria-
leukerbad.ch, doubles from CHF 150). A 
three-star, family-run hotel in the center 
of town, close to everything. The four-
course half-board menu is about $42.

Day Six
Leukerbad, a village of 1,700, is very 

much off-the-beaten-track for North 
Americans. Its end-of-the-road location, 
surrounded on three sides by the sheer 
rock face of the Gemmiwand, is spec-
tacular. 

Our suggestion for today is that 
you pack a lunch and take the cable car 
3,000 feet up the mountain to the Gem-
mipass for a picnic by an Alpine lake and 
a walk over the flat, rocky moonscape. 
The other option is take advantage of the 
town’s impressive spa facilities, notably 
10 thermal baths of the Burgerbad.

Day Seven
Destination Locarno: Today’s train 

trip is nearly four hours with three 
changes, so it’s a bit of an early rise to 
catch the 9:33am bus to Leuk, then the 
train to Brig, changing for Domodossola 
in Italy, and there board the Centovalli 
(Hundred Valleys) railway, one of Swit-
zerland’s most scenic train rides. 

Italian-speaking Ticino’s sub-tropi-
cal vegetation and climate will be a big 
change from the Alpine trappings of 
Leukerbad.

Sleep: Hotel Garni Muralto (Via 
Sempione 10, tel. +41/91/7353060, www.
hotelmuralto.ch, info@hotelmuralto.ch, 
doubles from CHF 149). Modern, newly 
renovated hotel in the town center about 
a three-minute walk from the rail station.

Eat: Avoid the touristy lakeside res-
taurants and walk to the old town for 

Cittadella (via Cittadella 18, www.citt-
adella.ch), a good fish house. Dine in the 
downstairs trattoria. 

Day Eight 
Destintaion Airolo:  Since the ride 

to Airolo is a short one, you can spend 
most of this day exploring Locarno; per-
haps going up the funicular to Orselina 
and Madonna del Sasso, a monastery 
and church precariously-perched on a 
rock above the town. Another option is a 
boat trip to Italy, stopping at Cannobio, 
and the Island of Brissago for the Bo-
tanical Gardens. 

If you take the 16:45 train to Ai-
rolo you’ll be there before 6pm, time to 
check-in and take a quick walk around 
town before dinner at 8pm. 

Sleep/Eat: Hotel Forni (Via Stazione, 
tel. +41/91/869 12 70, www.forni.ch,  
info@forni.ch, doubles from CHF 150) 
Though this hotel, directly across from 
the rail station, is unremarkable, the 
northern Italian dishes that come from 
its restaurant kitchen are not. Try the 
pork tenderloin stuffed with fennel sau-
sage (CHF 39) or the pesto risotto with 
creamy parmesan (CHF 25). Two per-
sons can expect to spend about CHF 300 
for dinner, breakfast and a double room.

Day Nine
Destination Iseltwald: Walk across 

the street after breakfast to board the 
10:58 for Lucerne, change there for 
Interlaken, and then catch the bus for 
the 18-minute ride to Iseltwald, a tiny 
lakeside village across the Breinzersee 
from Interlaken. The trip, which begins 
through the Gotthard Tunnel, will be 
scenic and, at four-hours-32 minutes, 
somewhat lengthy.

Sleep/Eat: Chalet du Lac (Iseltwald, 
tel. +41/33 845 84 58, www.dulac-is-
eltward.ch, abegglen@dulac-iseltwald.
ch, doubles from CHF 110). Charming 
family-run hotel at the end of the village 
directly on the lake, with a wonderful 
location, rustic rooms and a fine fish 
restaurant. For half-board add CHF 40. 

Days Ten-Eleven
The activity choices today and to-

morrow are vast and varied. Explore the 
Lauterbrunnen Valley, perhaps includ-
ing visits to the car-free village of Mür-
ren for awesome views of the Eiger and 

it in about 30 minutes or take a short taxi 
ride. Leave your bags in a locker at the 
rail station. Afterwards the train on to 
Montreux is only 19 minutes. 

Perhaps you’ll arrive in time to make 
a late-afternoon visit to Castle Chillon 
on the lake.

Sleep: Hotel Bon Port (Rue du Théâtre 
4bis, tel.+41/21/962 80 70, www.bon-
port.ch, bon-port@bluewin.ch, doubles 
from CHF 170). Small hotel 100 meters 
from the lake and a 10-minute walk from 
the train station. Clean and modern with 
small but well-equipped rooms. 

Eat: Café du Grütli. Walk 10 minutes 
to the old town for tried-and-true Swiss 
dishes. Dinners $30-$40 per person, 
without beverages.

Restaurant Le Museum (Rue de la 
Gare 40, www.montreux.ch/museum). 
in a 13th century monastery in the old-
town. A meat and potatoes, fondue and 
raclette sort of place with red and white 
checked tablecloths.

Though Montreux lacks old-world 
charm, its location is spectacular. Take 
a morning stroll along the promenade. 
Shimmering beneath an ever-changing 
sky and backdropped by the hulking 
Alpes De Savoie on the French side, the 
lake is an endless fascination. 

You have a choice of activities today. 
Perhaps take the MOB (Montreux-Ober-
land Bernois) railway to Gstaad—less 
than 90 minutes each way; panorama 
cars require a seat reservation—for lunch 
in this lovely Swiss resort; or board the 
“Chocolat Train” to Broc and the Nestle 
chocolate factory. A stop along the way is 
at the lovely little town of Gruyères for a 
visit to its cheese factory. The Swiss Pass 
is accepted on the chocolate train but a 
seat reservation is required.

Another of the many possible rail 
excursions is to Martigny and the Pierre 
Gianadda Fondation (www.gianadda.
ch), a combination archaeological site, art 
museum, auto museum, and park with 
sculpture garden. 

Vevey, best reached by bus or on 
foot, has more old world charm than 
Montreux. Attractions there include 
Mont-Pèlerin, the Jenisch Museum 
— mostly Swiss artists — and the Swiss 
Museum of Cameras.
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We recommend
This listing of good value, mid-priced hotels in popular desti-
nation cities is intended for fast reference. Additional hotels 
and links to hotel websites is in the “Hotels” pages at www.
gemut.com. Hotels are arranged in price order, higher to lower. 

berlin
Hotel art nouveau, Leibnizstr. 59, tel. +49/030/327 7440, 
info@hotelartnouveau.de, www.hotelartnouveau.de
Hotel Domus, Uhlandstrasse 49, Germany D-10719, tel. 
+49/030/882041, fax 882 0410,  info@hotel-domus-berlin.de

bern
Hotel bristol, Schauplatzgasse 10, CH-3011, tel. +41/31/311 
0101, fax 311 9479, email reception@bristolbern.ch
Hotel Kreuz, Zeughausgasse 41, CH-3000, tel. +41/031/329 
9595, fax 329 95 96,  hotelkreuz@swissonline.ch

lucerne
Hotel Wilden Mann, Bahnhofstrasse 30, CH-6000 Luzern, tel. 
+41/041/2101666, fax 2101629,  mail@wilden-mann.ch 
Hotel Cascada, Bundesplatz 18, CH-6003 Lucerne, tel: 
+41/041/226 80 88, fax 226 80 00, info@cascada.ch 

Munich
Hotel exquisit, Pettenkoferstr. 3, tel. +49/089/ 551 99 0, fax 
551 99 499,  info@hotel-exquisit.com. 
Hotel adria, Liebigstrasse 8a, D-80538 München, tel. 
+49/089/242 1170, e-mail: reception@adria-muenchen.de
Hotel Kraft, Schillerstr. 49, tel. +49/089/594823-24, fax 550 
3856, office@kraft-hotel.com

rothenburg ob der Tauber
reichs-Küchenmeister, Kirchplatz 8, Rothenburg o.d. 
Tauber, Germany D-91541, tel. +49/09861/97 00, fax 97 04 
09,  hotel@reichskuechenmeister.com
Hotel Hornburg, Hornburgweg 28, D-91541, tel. 
+049/09861/8480, fax 5570, hotelhornburg@t-online.de, 
www.hotelhornburg.de

Salzburg & environs
Schloss Haunsperg , A-5411 Oberalm bei Hallein, Ham-
merstrasse 32, tel. +43/06245/80662, fax 85680,  info@
schlosshaunsperg.com
Hotel Struber, Nonntaler Hauptstrasse 35, Austria A-5020 tel. 
+43/0662/843 728, fax 843 728 8,  struber@sbg.at
Hotel Jedermann, Rupertgasse 25, Austria A-5020, tel. 
+43/0662/873241-0, jedermann@salzburginfo.or.at

Vienna
Hotel römischer Kaiser, Annagasse 16, A-1010, tel 
+43/01/512 77 51 0, info@rkhotel.bestwestern.
altstadt Vienna, Kirchengasse 41, tel. +43/01/526 3399-0, 
fax 523 4901,  hotel@altstadt.at, www.altstadt.at 
Pension aviano, Marco-D’Aviano-Gasse 1, tel. +43/01/512 
8330, fax 512 8330 6,  aviano@pertschy.com

Zürich
Hotel Florhof, Florhofgasse 4, Switzerland CH-8001, tel. 
41/01/261 4470, fax 261 4611,  info@florhof.ch
Hotel arlette, Stampfenbachstrasse 26, Switzerland CH-
8001, tel. +41/01/25 20 032, fax 25 20 932,  hotel.arlette@
bluwin.ch

Frankfurt airport
Steigenberger esprix Hotel Frankfurt airport, Cargo 
City Süd, D-60549 , tel. +49/069/69 70 99, fax 69 70 94 44,  
frankfurt@esprix-hotels.de
Hotel birkenhof, von-Eiff-Str 37, Hanau-Steinheim, D-63456, 
tel. +49/06181/648 80, fax 64 88 39,  info@HotelBirkenhof.
de, www.hotelbirkenhof.de (25-minuted from airport)
Hotel Dreieich, Frankfurter Str. 49, Langen , D-63225, tel. 
+49/06103/91 50, fax 52 030. hotel-dreieich@gmx.de

Munich airport
Daniel’s Hotel, Haupstrasse 11, Halbergmoos-Goldach, D-
85399, tel. +49/0811/55120, fax 551213, info@hotel-daniels.
de, www.hotel-daniels.de
Hotel Hoyacker Hof, Freisinger Landstrasse 9a, D-85748 
Garching b. München, tel. +49/089/326 9900, fax 320 7243,  
info@hoyackerhof.de

Zürich airport
Mövenpick Zürich airport, Walter-Mittelholzerstrasse 8, 
CH-8152 Glattbrugg, tel. +41/01/808 88 88, fax 808 88 77,  
hotel@movenpick-zurich-airport.ch
Hotel Fly away, Marktgasse 19, Zürich-Kloten, CH-8302, tel. 
+41/01/804 4455, reservation@hotel-flyaway.ch

DEAR SUBSCRIBER
Continued from page 2

Europe,” this Bahnhofstrasse institu-
tion attracts billionaire bankers, local 
shoppers, and, of course, tourists. The 
plain Swiss farm food is good and 
surprisingly inexpensive.

Day Fourteen
Catch one of the six to 10 trains that 

runs each hour from the main Zürich 
Bahnhof to the Zürich Airport for your 
flight home.

Per Person Tour Costs
Swiss Saver Pass: $626 (1st Class)
Hotel: about $1,500 or $115 per night
The per person total for the 14 days, 

13 nights for the suggested self-tour is 
$2,126 vs. the package tour’s price of 
$3980. The package, however, includes 
13 meals other than breakfast. Figure $60 
per meal ($780) and the do-it-yourself 
price becomes $2,906, still a $2,148 per 
couple saving over the package tour. 

Jungfrau. Use your Swiss Pass discount 
to ride up the Jungfraujoch, Europe’s 
highest rail station. Walk the path along 
the lake from Iseltwald to the Giessbach 
Falls, have lunch on the terrace of that 
great Victorian hotel in the forest over-
looking the Brienzersee. Return via lake-
boat. Spend a day at the Swiss Open Air 
Museum at Ballenberg, a collection of 
about 60 farmhouses, barns and mills, all 
fully operational. Dinner at the hotel. 

Day Twelve
Destination Appenzell: Catch the 

09:28 bus to the Interlaken Ost station. 
There, after a four-minute walk, board  
the 10:30 to Bern, changing for Gossau, 
then one more change to Appenzell, 
arriving at 2:27pm, enough time to take 
a long walk through this village of great 
country charm, intricately painted hous-
es and a tradition-bound citizenry who 
observe ancient customs and dress much 
as they did 100 years ago. 

Sleep/Eat: Hotel Appenzell (Haupt-
gasse 37, tel. +41/71 788 15 15, www.
hotel-appenzell.ch, info@hotel-appen-
zell.ch, doubles from CHF 200). Text-
book efficient, family-run in the center 
of town. Half-board CHF 35 per person, 
minimum three nights.

Day Thirteen
Destination Zürich: You can catch 

a morning train and spend the day ex-
ploring Zürich, or stay in Appenzell for 
a few hours and take a later train. Two 
suggestions if you choose the latter: Take 
a 12-minute bus ride to the tiny town of 
Stein for a visit to the Appenzeller Show 
Dairy to see cheese made; or board the 
little red Appenzeller Bahn railroad for 
the 6.7km, 11-minute ride to the end of 
the line at Wasserauen. From there, a 
cable car goes to Ebenalp at 5,400 feet. 
You may also decide to walk back to Ap-
penzell (it’s flat), stopping at Weissbad 
for lunch.

Sleep: Hotel Scheuble (Mühlgasse 
17, tel. +41/44 268 48 00, www.scheuble.
ch, info@scheuble.ch). Refurbished three-
star in Zürich’s old town on the Lim-
mat’s right bank, about a 10-minute walk 
from the rail station.

Eat: Zeughauskeller (Bahnhof-
strasse 28a, www.zeughauskeller.ch). 
Named several years ago as one of 
Gemütlichkeit’s “Great Dining Halls of 

ago, Liz and I and two of our children 
were scheduled on a late evening flight 
from San Francisco up the coast to 
Eureka, California. It was to be a short 
weekend visit to parents and grandpar-
ents. Because of mechanical issues, the 
flight was canceled. I don’t remember 
the airline but it was a small, West Coast 
regional carrier later absorbed by anoth-
er airline that was absorbed by a larger 
airline that was in turn gobbled up by 
another airline, and so on. Anyway, the 
folks behind the counter at this little 
airline got on the phone and, for those 
passengers that were game, chartered 
several small airplanes for the short trip 
up the coast. So the four of us boarded a 
small, propeller-driven, six-seat private 
aircraft and followed the lights of high-
way 101 north to grandma’s house. In 
the context of today’s airline business, 
it’s difficult to believe such a thing ever 
happened.

Though there are many laws that 
ostensibly protect us when we travel, 
don’t expect giant airlines and car rental 
companies—sometimes even family-run 
hotels—to cut you any slack. Read what 
you sign and understand the restrictions 
that come hand-in-hand with discounted 
prices. It's the best defense against pred-
atory travel suppliers—RHB

http://www.hotel-appenzell.ch
http://www.hotel-appenzell.ch
 mailto:info@hotel-appenzell.ch
 mailto:info@hotel-appenzell.ch
http://www.scheuble.ch
http://www.scheuble.ch
mailto:info@scheuble.ch
http://www.zeughauskeller.ch

