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ravelers to the Rhine region 
sometimes bypass Wiesbaden 
in favor of other towns along 

the scenic river, such as Mainz, Ko-
blenz, and Köln. But Wiesbaden’s 
elegant villas, pretty parks, and refined 
atmosphere as a spa city where Eu-

rope’s upper-classes, 
nobles, and artists 

once flocked to bathe in the healing 
waters of its hot springs, make it worth 
your time.

Situated between the Taunus 
Mountains and the north bank of the 
Rhine, Wiesbaden enjoys the mild 
climate of the river valley. In the 
1st century A.D. the Romans built a 
border fort there, no doubt attracted 
by the site’s 26 thermal springs that 
gush forth naturally-heated 115 °-150 ° 
Fahrenheit water. A civilian settlement 

soon developed around the springs. 
First known as Aquae Mattiacorum 
(Waters of Mattiaci, a Germanic tribe), 
by the 9th century it was called Wisi-
bada (Meadow Baths), and later Wies-
baden, in modern German.

Over its history, Wiesbaden has 
been the seat of a royal court, an im-
perial city of the Holy Roman Empire, 
a fiefdom of the Nassau nobility, capi-
tal of the Duchy of Nassau and, after 
World War II, capital of the modern 
German state of Hesse. But ultimately 
it was the hot springs that shaped 
its destiny from Roman times to the 
present.

The 19th century, until the start of 
World War I, saw the heyday of Wies-
baden as a fashionable international 
spa. A favored summer residence 

by Sharon Hudgins 

We are closing in on Gemütlichkeit’s 
25th anniversary. To observe this milestone, 
over the next few months we will reprint 
selected articles from previous issues. The 
stories will be carefully chosen from among 
those whose content is still valid in 2011. 

The first in the series, from our initial 
issue in January 1987, is entitled, “Four 
Things You Need to Drive the Yellow 
Roads.” Yellow, of course, being the color 
most European map-makers use to mark 
country roads. Though technology has 
changed the way we plan travel, and satellite 
navigation devices have had a huge, negative 
impact on printed map publishers, the four 
backroads driving tools we recommended in 
1987, are still important 25 years later.

Though what follows may sound a bit 
dated, keep in mind that printed books and 
maps don’t have to be within cell or wi-fi 
range or have batteries that require charging. 

DETAILED MAPS
Not maps of an entire country 

but those entitled “Die Generalkarte” 
for the regions traveled. The scale is 
typically one centimeter to two kilo-
meters. Particularly scenic routes are 
often highlighted in green. There are 
26 such maps for West Germany, eight 
for Austria and four for Switzerland.  
They are precise, detailed and essen-
tial for driving the yellow roads. If 
you venture these roads without them 
you are likely to become lost. Larger 
maps of an entire country will not 
display all of the yellow roads and 
it’s possible to end up on a road not 

Plain train talk
One of the more difficult questions 

to answer is whether it’s cheaper/bet-
ter to buy a rail pass or individual tick-
ets when traveling by train in Europe.

If the trip involves one or two short 
trips in a single country, the answer 
is fairly obvious: it’s tickets. But the 
picture starts to get blurry when there 
are more trips, longer trips and espe-
cially when more than one country is 
involved. 

There are other factors involved 
beyond price. With a pass, you merely 
walk aboard the train, find an open 
seat and away you go. With a few 
exceptions, seat reservations are not 
required in Germany, Austria, and 
especially Switzerland. Point-to-point 
tickets, however, usually lock the pur-
chaser into a specific train. Many rail 
tickets are now sold like airline tickets; 
in exchange for an advance-purchase 
discount, the buyer loses flexibility—
there is a penalty to change or cancel 
the ticket. Thus a last-minute decision 
to stay in a town one more night, or 
perhaps get away earlier than planned, 
can have financial consequences. 

Often overlooked in making the 
ticket/pass decision are discounts 
and extras that come with passes. The 
Swiss Pass, for example, grants free 
entry to more than 400 museums, in-
cluding most of the important ones.

The major difficulty in grappling 
with the pass vs. tickets question is 
knowing how much point-to-point 
rail tickets cost. Pass prices are easy to 
determine. Since those prices are set by 
the European railroad companies that 
own Rail Europe, rail pass prices are 
virtually the same wherever they are 
purchased. (Note: It’s best to buy pass-
es online. Rail Europe charges higher 
rates for passes sold by phone and 
also adds a service fee. Gemütlichkeit, 
of course, recommends you buy at  
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http://gemut.raileurope.com/index.html.)
Tickets are another matter. There 

are several resources for finding city-
to-city rail ticket prices, none is perfect. 
An obvious place to begin your search 
is the above link to our website’s af-
filiate-Rail Europe page. The pass and 
ticket prices found there are the same 
as at Rail Europe’s site and, in fact, our 
rail pages are powered by Rail Europe 
and coded to enable us to make a few 
dollars on each transaction generated 
by our website. However, the Gemut.
com/Rail Europe timetables do not 
display all of Europe’s trains—unlike 
the websites of the German (bahn.de) 
and Swiss (rail.ch) railroad systems—
and our prices for point-to-point tick-
ets may not always be the lowest.

Let’s compare: 
Your results may vary but, as this 

is written, second-class Munich-Ber-
lin fares for a mid-August departure 
quoted at the Gemut.com/Rail Europe 
website, range from $177 to $211, de-
pending on departure times. Bahn.de 
shows regular fares from €116 to €129 
(about $167 -$186), but offers advance 
purchase tickets from €59 to €89 ($85-
$128). What’s more, electronic tickets 
from Bahn.de can be purchased online 
with a credit card.

Tickets purchased at the above 
http://gemut.raileurope.com/index.
html price can be exchanged, subject to 

a seven-percent charge, or refunded at 
85-percent of the purchase price. Bahn.
de advance purchase tickets can be can-
celed for a €15 euro fee up to the date 
of travel. After that, only an exchange is 
possible by paying the €15 fee plus the 
difference between the advance pur-
chase fare and the regular fare.

The same Munich-Berlin route, 
purchased only a week in advance, 
shows the same prices at Gemut.
com/RE, while Bahn.de’s best fare 
is €89. Bahn.de also offers an €129 
($186) first-class fare that handily beats 
Gemut.com/RE’s $273-$336 range.

There are other advantages to buy-
ing tickets online from Bahn.de. Try 
to book a last-minute point-to-point 
ticket online at Gemut.com/RE and 
you’ll find only a paper ticket option 
(must be shipped to you) and a mes-
sage to call the Rail Europe office. On 
the other hand, Bahn.de will send your 
last-minute ticket via email for print-
ing at home. Print-at-home electronic 
tickets from Gemut.com/RE are cur-
rently only available for France, Spain, 
and, Eurostar tickets.

For the Munich-Berlin ticket pur-
chased through Gemut.com/RE, your 
seat reservation is usually included in 
the ticket price, though no seat prefer-
ence is possible. With Bahn.de, the seat 
reservation is an added €2.5 (€3.5 in 
first-class) but the purchaser can specify 
aisle or window, zone (quiet or phone), 
and type of compartment (open saloon, 
saloon with table, compartment). 

Finding prices on international 
tickets is a greater challenge. The obvi-
ous source is Gemut.com/RE, but giv-
en the numbers above, one wonders if 
the same tickets aren’t cheaper at the 
websites of the European railroads. 

For a mid-August, Frankfurt-Paris 
trip, the lowest fare at Gemut.com/RE 
was $75, but for just one late-day and 
one crack-of-dawn departure. The rest 
ranged from $126 to $265. Bahn.de 
had several departures at €49 and €69 
($71-$99). But Bahn.de can’t sell you a 
ticket that doesn’t involve a German 
city, so how does one price a Vienna 
to Rome ticket? Gemut.com/RE had 
mid-August second-class fares ranging 
from $151 to $216. Austria’s railroad 
website (www.oebb.at)—far less Eng-
lish-user-friendly than Bahn.de—quot-
ed an advance purchase fare of €29 
($42), but could only be purchased for 
the overnight train. At the Italian rail-
road’s website (www.trenitalia.com) I 
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WIESBADEN
Continued from page 1

of Kaiser Wilhelm II and his entou-
rage, Wiesbaden’s reputation as “the 
place to be” brought a host of other 
wealthy and important figures to the 
city, too, including Otto von Bismarck, 
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, Fyodor 
Dostoyevsky, Richard Wagner, and 
Johannes Brahms. And before the 
German government closed down 
gambling houses in the early 1870s, 
Wiesbaden’s Spielbank (casino) rivaled 
those of Monaco and Baden-Baden in 
attracting big spenders to its gaming 
tables and roulette wheels.

The town’s historic Altstadt is now 
a pedestrian zone, easy to visit on foot, 
with plenty of restaurants and cafés 
that tempt the visitor to linger (see res-
taurant reviews). Major sights include 
the Alte Rathaus (Old City Hall), 
Wiesbaden’s oldest extant building, 
dating from 1610; the Neue Rathaus 
from 1887; and the Stadtschloss (City 
Palace), built between 1837 and 1842 
as a residence for the Dukes of Nassau. 
The Dern’sches Gelände is a modern 
plaza in the pedestrian zone, where a 
colorful farmers’ market is held every 
Wednesday and Saturday. Go Saturday 
morning for the best selection, then 
cross the adjacent Marktplatz (Market 
Square) to the Schlossplatz (Castle 
Square) and the historic Lutheran 
Marktkirche (Market Church), a 19th-
century neo-Gothic red brick edifice 
whose main tower, at 98 meters (322 
feet) high, is the tallest structure in 
Wiesbaden. Every Saturday at 11:30am 
a free organ concert is held in the 
church’s ornate interior, followed by 
an outdoor carillon concert at noon, 
the chimes ringing from a bell tower 
beside the church.

It’s also fun just to meander the 
Altstadt’s winding streets lined with 
small shops and enticing places to eat. 
On Langgasse, near one edge of this 
pedestrian zone, the Kaiser-Friedrich-
Bad is the municipal bath house, built 
in 1913 on the site of a Roman-era 
sauna. Today one can luxuriate in its 
spring-fed thermal baths, steam rooms, 
and indoor swimming pool luxurious-

 

Population: 277,500

Elevation: 115 meters (377 feet)

Visitor information:  Wiesbaden Tour-
ist Information, Marktplatz 1, 65183 
Wiesbaden, tel. +49/(0)611-172-9930, fax 
172-9798, tourist-service@wiesbaden-
marketing.de, www.wiesbaden-mar-
keting.de.  Rheingau-Taunus Kultur und 
Tourismus GmbH, An der Basilika 11a, 
65375 Oestrich-Winkel, tel. +49/(0)6723-
99550, fax 995-555, tourist@rheingau-
taunus-info.de, www.rheingau-tau-
nus-info.de.

Guided Tours: Marion Schneider, Rhein-
gau Tours, Hauptstrasse 8, 65346 Eltville-
Erbach, tel. +49/(0)6123-1062, fax 705-956, 
Schneider@rheingau-tours.de, www.
rheingau-tours.de. 

Driving distances:

 Berlin  578 km/359 miles
 Frankfurt 36 km/22 miles
 Hamburg 520 km/323 miles
 Mainz 10 km/6 miles
 Munich 426 km/265 miles
 Paris 547 km/342 miles
 Prague 542 km/339 miles
 Salzburg 572 km/358 miles 
 Stuttgart 217 km/135 miles
 Vienna 768 km/480 miles
 Zürich  421 km/263 miles

Nearest Airport:  Frankfurt International 
Airport, 24 km/15 miles; Frankfurt-Hahn 
Airport, 72 km/45 miles.

Rail Connections:  Frequent service 
from the Hauptbahnhof (Main Railroad 
Station) to major cities in Germany, some-
times with changes required in nearby 
Mainz or Frankfurt.

Public Transportation: 45 bus lines con-
nect all city districts to downtown in the 
daytime, with 10 bus lines operating at 
night. 

Discounts:  Wiesbaden Tourist Card, 
for use on public transportation for two 
consecutive days and many reductions at 
numerous tourist attractions. See www.
wiesbaden.de/en/tourism/travel-of-
fers/wiesbaden-tourist-card/Tour-
ist_Card_.php

wiesbaden basics ly decorated with paintings, frescoes, 
statues, tiles, and bas-reliefs restored to 
their original beauty.

A bit farther away, but still in 
the downtown area, walk along the 
Rhinestrasse, Kaiser-Friedrich-Ring, 
and Bismarck-Ring, busy boulevards 
bordered on both sides by elegant 
19th-century villas and apartment 
buildings constructed in Jugendstil 
(Art Nouveau) and Romantic Classical 
styles. Or spend a few hours inside the 
massive Museum Wiesbaden (Fried-
rich-Ebert-Allee 2) browsing its excel-
lent collections of antiquities, natural 
science exhibits, modern sculptures 
and paintings, and 90 works by the 
Russian Expressionist painter Alexej 
von Jawlensky, who lived for 20 years 
in Wiesbaden.

From the Altstadt, cross the fash-
ionable Wilhelmstrasse to Warmer 
Damm, a beautifully landscaped 
park where the mild microclimate 
provides a perfect environment for 
rare species of plants and even a few 
wild green parrots who settled in 
the trees several decades ago. Then 
walk past the Staatstheater (Hesse 
State Theater) to Wiesbaden’s most 
famous landmark, the Kurhaus, built 
in neo-Classical style between 1904 
and 1907, and completely restored to 
its original splendor in 1987. Its twelve 
sumptuous ballrooms and salons are 
now used for conferences, exhibitions, 
social occasions, and cultural events. 
The venerable Spielbank (Casino), first 
opened in the 1770s, now occupies the 
former wine salon in the Kurhaus, and 
another section of the building houses 
Käfer’s Restaurant (see restaurant 
reviews). Behind the Kurhaus is the 
lovely Kurpark, a large park designed 
in 1852 as an English-style garden and 
still a delightful place to relax among 
the trees and flowers.

Away from downtown, but still 
within the city limits, the forested 
Neroberg is Wiesbaden’s own little 
mountain, rising 245 meters (804 feet) 
above the city. It’s a popular destina-
tion with a variety of leisure activities 
for the entire family, including nature 
trails, a climbing course with rope 
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Key websites for the Traveler
• www.gemut.com Gateway site for 
travelers to Germanic Europe, including car 
rental, rail passes, hotel bookings, travel tips, 
and past issues (free access to back issues for 
subscribers; see log-on info on page 2).
• www.viamichelin.com The Michelin 
database of hotels and restaurants, plus great 
interactive trip planning tools
• www.travelessentials.com Guide-
books, maps, travel accessories, luggage, 
all  at 10 percent  off for subscribers. Use 
discount code gemut2010.
• maps.google.com Amazing map re-
source. Driving & walking. Zoom in-out. Great 
detail city & country. Satellite & terrain views.
• bahn.hafas.de/bin/query.exe/en 
German rail website, with train schedules 
throughout Europe, as well as Germany.
• www.sbb.ch/en/  Swiss and Euro-
pean rail schedules
• www.ski-europe.com  Top Web re-
source for skiers with much info on Alpine resorts
• www.myswitzerland.com Website 
of Switzerland’s national tourist authority
• www.germany-tourism.de Germa-
ny’s national tourist authority
• www.austria.info/us Austria’s 
national tourist authority
• www.historicgermany.com  Web-
site for an alliance of historic German cities
• www.thetravelinsider.info  Info on elec-
tronics for travelers — cell phones, computers, etc. 

walks through the treetops, an outdoor 
swimming pool, and an 1851 observa-
tion temple that provides a panoramic 
view over Wiesbaden, Mainz, and the 
Rhine River, as well as the mountain’s 
own vineyard that produces grapes for 
high-quality “Wiesbadener Neroberg” 
wines. Ride up the mountain on the 
Nerobergbahn, an unusual water-
powered funicular railway built in 
1888. A highlight of the Neroberg is the 
beautiful Russian Orthodox Church, 
another Wiesbaden landmark, whose 
five gold domes are visible from afar. 
Built in the mid-19th century by the 
Duke of Nassau as a memorial to his 
beloved wife, a young Russian prin-
cess who died in childbirth, it remains 
a house of worship for Wiesbaden’s 
Russian community . 

Wiesbaden is known as “The Gate-
way to the Rheingau,” the romantic 
vineyard region on the north side of 
the Rhine near the city, the site of some 
of Germany’s most famous wineries. 
You can easily travel by train, boat, 
bus, or car to this picturesque part of 
Hesse, with its several charming wine 
villages including Rüdesheim, Eltville, 

and Assmannshausen. And if you’re 
in Wiesbaden during August, you can 
sample wines from the local vintners at 
more than 120 booths set up in the city 
center for the annual 10-day Rheingau 
Wine Festival.

Wiesbaden Hotels
As befits a spa city, Wiesbaden 

has several good hotels in a range of 
price and comfort categories. Many are 
conveniently located for visiting most 
of the main sights on foot or by public 
transportation.  Some—such as the 
Nassauer Hof, the Schwarzer Bock, 
and the Bären—have their own ther-
mal springs and in-house spa facilities, 
available both to hotel guests and visi-
tors staying elsewhere.

Hotel Oranien
The understated elegance of this 

family-owned hotel gives no clue to 
its past as a lodging for itiner-
ant craftsmen and workers 
from 1879 until the first world 
war, then as a home for displaced 
persons and refugees. In the 1960s it 
was completely renovated as a tour-
ist hotel, and since that time has been 
further upgraded. Its attraction lies not 
only in its comfortable, modern rooms, 
but also in the friendly staff and the 
sense of calm that pervades this four-
story hotel in a pleasant neighborhood.

Room sizes vary, and categories 
include “standard” and “comfort” 
classes.  Number 124 is an especially 
large “comfort single” with table and 
sitting area, large tiled bathroom, and 
balcony. Room 122 is a spacious, light, 
and airy “comfort double” with win-
dows on three sides, a chandelier, and 
large bathroom. 

Take breakfast (or other meals) 
outdoors on the large “Mediterra-
nean terrace” overlooking the hotel’s 
luxuriant tree-shaded garden. Or dine 
indoors at the nicely appointed Res-
taurant Linner. 

After a long day of sightseeing, the 
Oranien is a relaxing retreat that feels a 
lot more like country than city.  
Contact: Hotel Oranien, Platter Strasse 
1, 65193 Wiesbaden, tel. +49/(0)611-

1882-0, fax 1882-200, info@hotel-ora-
nien.de, www.hotel-oranien.de 
Daily Rates: Singles €99-120, doubles 
€120-140, junior suite from €150. 
Lower rates sometimes available on 
weekends. On-site parking €8/day.
Rating: Quality 16/20, Value 16/20

Radisson Blu Schwarzer Bock 
Despite its rather plain façade, the 

Schwarzer Bock is a venerable Wies-
baden hotel that traces its history to 
a 1486 bath house that occupied the 
site. The style of its 142 rooms today, 
plus its chandeliered Restaurant 
Capricorne and its woody Bar 1486, 
harken to Wiesbaden spa days at the 
turn of the last century. Both Goethe 
and Dostoyevsky are said to have 
enjoyed the hotel’s thermal baths (fed 
by the Schwarzer Bock’s own natural 
hot spring), which have recently been 
renovated—one side modern, the other 
restored in Jugendstil décor. Don’t miss 
the historic “Ingelheimer Zimmer,” 
too, with its ornate wood paneling 
from Ingelheim Castle, stained glass 
windows, marquetry ceiling, and mas-
sive sideboard. (Ask the concierge 
about the intriguing history of this 
room.)

Rooms are available in four classes.  
All are spacious and high-ceilinged, 
with elegant, traditional furnishings, 
marble bathrooms, and modern ame-
nities.
Daily Rates:  Rates are per room, 
single or double, and vary with the 
season: standard €129; standard with 
breakfast buffet €149; business class 
with breakfast €189; superior €149; 
superior with breakfast €169; junior 
suite €239; one-bedroom suite with 
breakfast €249. Special offers available 
online. 
Contact:  Radisson Blu Schwarzer 
Bock Hotel, Kranzplatz 12, 65183 Wi-
esbaden, tel. +49/(0)611-1550, fax 155-
111, info@wiesbaden.radissonblu.
com, www.radissonblu.com/hotel-
wiesbaden 
Rating:  Quality 16/20, Value  14/20

Hotel De France
Located on the chic, busy Tau-

nusstrasse, the de France is a modern 
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Fall airfares to Europe

Consolidator Air Fares
Best fares on Lufthansa, Delta, United, British 

Air, USAir, Air Berlin, Condor, Swiss, etc.

IMPORTANT:  Fares are round trip to Germany for 
mid-summer travel and do not include tax, fees, & fuel 
surcharge. Call for a to-the-penny quote or get an 
e-mail quote at www.gemut.com

800.521.6722
Cars also available in most     

European countries

• Upgrades through 8/31/2011. Discounts for longer 
rentals. All rates quoted in this ad are as of 7/14/11, 
subject to change without notice but lock-in at 
booking. Rates based on one-week booking . Rates 
include Value Added Tax, unlimited mileage, 3rd 
party liability ins. but do not include CDW, theft 
insurance, road tax, and airport fees. 

Car 1-week xtra day
Opel Corsa $250 $36
VW Golf (w/upgrade*) $250 $36
Opel Astra (Auto) $391 $56
VW Passat (w/upgrade*) $297 $42
VW Passat  (Auto) $435 $62
Audi A4 $420 $60
MBZ C180 (w/upgrade*)   $322 $46
MBZ C180 (auto/GPS) $506 $72
MBZ E200 (Auto/GPS) $586  $84
VW Touran  $362 $52
VW Golf Wagon $315 $45
VW Passat Wagon $378 $54
Audi A4 SW (GPS) $464 $66
MBZ E200 SW (Auto/GPS)  $814 $115   
Volvo V70 SW (GPS) $465  $66
VW Sharan 7-pass $832 $119
VW Minibus 9-pass $846 $121

Austria
Fiat Punto $262 $37
FOrd Focus $291 $42
VW Golf (Auto) $486 $69
Mercedes B-Class  $375 $54
Peugeot 407 $626 $89
Mercedes C-Class $985 $141
VW Touran (Auto)  $513 $73
Ford Focus Wagon $306 $44
Skoda Octavia Wagon   $468 $67 
Peogeot 807 7-Pass $889 $127

Switzerland
Opel Corsa $288 $41
Opel Astra $304 $43
Ford Focus (Auto) $372 $53
Opel Vectra  $338 $48
Renault scenic (Auto) $483 $69
VW Passat (Auto)  $593 $85
FOrd C-Max  $349 $50
Opel Astra Wagon  $427 $61     
Ford Galaxy Van $612 $87
Mercedes Vito 7-Pass $784 $112

European Auto Rental
Germany 

• Through August 31, 2011, drive a Fullsize  
Mercedes C200 in germany for a week for 

$322, including 19% VAT. 

Best Current Deal

Travel MarT
www.gemut.com
A website for travelers to 
Germanic Europe

Atlanta ..........................................$489 
Boston ..........................................$410
Chicago .........................................$505
Dallas ............................................$489
Denver ..........................................$715
Los Angeles ..................................$555
Miami ............................................$490 
New York ......................................$400
Orlando .........................................$490
Seattle ..........................................$555
San Francisco ...............................$665
Washington DC ..............................$505
Business Class  ...................$1600 to $4000
 Fares available from all  U.S. gateways

Gemütlichkeit's
Trip Planning &  
Booking Service 

• Hotel Bookings

• Hotel/Restaurant Recommendations 

• Backroads Itineraries

• Self-Guided Auto/Rail Tours

Ask about our individually 
tailored 14-day “Great Little 
Hotels & Restaurants of 
Germany” auto tours

800-521-6722

Your Berlin Headquarters

Hotel Art Nouveau
K'Damm & Savignyplatz neighborhood    

near many fine shops and small restaurants. 
Mention Gemütlichkeit for 10% discount 

Editor's choice.
Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440

Email: info@hotelartnouveau.de
web: www.hotelartnouveau.de

Travel	shopping	is	easy	at	www.gemut.
com.	You can now book hotels, purchase 
rail passes and point-to-point rail tickets, 
buy travel insurance, and request quotes 
on transatlantic airline tickets and rental 
cars. Secure, one-stop European travel 
shopping at www.gemut.com

Book European Travel

GEMÜTLICHKEIT Advertising Supplement

800-521-6722

Book Hotels Online 
www.gemut.com
. Three-star-plus hotels from:
Baden-Baden  ................... €71 
Berlin  .............................. €49
Frankfurt Airport  ............. €53
Garmisch-Partenkirchen  ..... €75 
Munich  ............................ €41
Munich Airport ................ €59
Wiesbaden ........................ €58
Graz .................................. €59
Salzburg  .......................... €49
Steyr  ................................ €68
Vienna  ............................. €34 
Vienna Airport ................. €50
Grindelwald ..................... CHF100
Interlaken ......................... CHF120
Lucerne  ........................... CHF115
Zürich  .............................. CHF115
Zürich Airport .................. CHF149

http://www.gemut.com
http://www.hotelartnouveau.de
http://www.gemut.com




Get the latest Rail Prices at Gemut.com 

EURAILPASS   1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
15 consecutive days     $727 $619 $474    
21 consecutive days        $938 $798 $611
1 month                          $1156 $983 $752
2 months                   $1632 $1387 $1061
3 months                  $2012 $1711 $1309
EURAIL FLEXIPASS    1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
10 days in 2 months   $859 $730 $559 
days in 2 months   $1127 $958 $733

EURAIL SELECTPASS 
   3 adjoining countries 1 Adult  Saver* Youth
       1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
5 days in 2 months  $457 $389 $298
6 days in 2 months  $505 $429 $329
8 days in 2 months $597 $508 $389
10 days in 2 months $692 $589 $451
   4 adjoining countries 1 Adult  Saver* Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
5 days in 2 months  $511 $435 $333
6 days in 2 months $559 $475 $364
8 days in 2 months $651 $554 $424
10 days in 2 months $745 $633 $485
   5 adjoining countries 1 Adult  Saver* Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
5 days in 2 months  $563 $480 $367
6 days in 2 months $611 $520 $398
8 days in 2 months $705 $600 $459
10 days in 2 months $796 $677 $518 
15 days in 2 months   $1009 $858 $656
AUSTRIAN RAILPASS 
 1st Cl 2nd Cl Child 1st Child 2nd 
            3 days in 1 month $201 $140 $101 $71
Avg Extra Rail Day (5 max.)  $28 $19 $14 $10

AUSTRIA-CzECh PASS
 Adult   Saver*    Youth 
 1st Cl   1st Cl       2nd Cl  
4 days in 2 months    $255 $217 $167 
Avg Extra Rail Day (6 max.)    $ 34 $ 29 $ 22

CzECh-GERMANY PASS  1 Adult Saver* Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
5 days in 2 months $398 $328 $326 $280 $280
6 days in 2 months $442 $364 $363 $310 $310
8 days in 2 months $515 $430 $428 $372 $372
10 days in 2 months $593 $496 $495 $431 $431

EUROPEAN EAST PASS 
Austria, Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Slovakia
5 days in 1 month                              $312 (1Cl)   $215 (2Cl)
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)                $35    $30
FRANCE RAlL PASS  Adults  Senior Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  1st Cl   2nd Cl
3 days in 1 month $296 $239 $258 $209 $177
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)  $ 45  $37 $38 $ 31 $27

FRANCE SAVER PASS   2 Adults*
  1st  Cl   2nd Cl 
3 days in 1 month  $252 $206 
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)   $ 38 $ 31
FRANCE-ITALY PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $376 $320 $320 $272 $244
5 days in 2 months $420 $356 $356 $302   $274 
days in 2 months $463 $393 $393 $334 $301
7 days  in 2 months $506 $431 $431 $368 $329
8 days  in 2 months $550 $468 $468 $398 $356
9 days  in 2 months $595 $504 $504 $440 $387
10 days in 2 months $638 $542 $542 $460 $415
FRANCE-SwITzERLANd PASS 
 1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st  Cl.    1st Cl  2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $407 $345 $287
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)  $ 45 $40 $32
GERMAN RAILPASS 
 1 Adult  Youth Twin Pass*
 1st Cl.  2nd Cl.  2nd Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
3 days in 1 month $335 $255 $204 $258 $188
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6) $ 25 23 $15 $24 $18

AUSTRIA-GERMANY PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
5 days in 2 months $407 $350 $350 $299 $301
6 days in 2 months $449 $383 $383 $329 $329
8 days  in 2 months $534 $457 $457 $391 $393
10 days in 2 months $623 $530 $530 $457 $457
GERMANY-BENELUX PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
5 days in 1 month $428 $322 $322 $261 $261
Avg. Extra Rail Day (5 max.)  $44 $34 $34 $24 $24

GERMANY-FRANCE PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $412 $372 $372 $337 $288
5 days in 2 months $457 $411 $411 $371 $318
6 days in 2 months $500 $450 $450 $399 $352
8 days  in 2 months $585 $528 $528 $460 $412
10 days in 2 months $673 $606 $606 $528 $476
GERMANY-SwITzERLANd PASS
 1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st  Cl.  1st Cl  2nd Cl
5 days in 2 months $434 $371 $306
6 days in 2 months $479 $407 $337
8 days in 2 months $565 $484 $398
10 days in 2 months $654 $558 $460
ITALY RAIL PASS
 1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
3 days in 2 months $256 $209 $218 $169 $169
Avg Extra Rail Day $31 $24 $26 $20 $20
AUSTRIA-SwITzERLANd PASS 
 Adults  Saver* Youth
 1st Cl  1st Cl   2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $387 $329 $271
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)  $ 42  $36 $30

SwISS SAVERPASS & SwISS PASS
 1 Adult Saver* Youth
 1st     2nd    1st 2nd 1st 2nd
 Class   Class   Class Class Class Class 
4 consec. days  $405 $270 $344 $229 $305 $203
8 consec. days   $586 $391 $499 $333 $440 $293
15 consec. days  $708 $472 $602 $401 $532  $354
22 consec. days  $816 $544 $694 $462 $612 $408
1 month $899 $599 $764 $509 $675 $449
SwISS SAVER FLEXIPASS & SwISS FLEXIPASS  
 2 or more Adults*    1 Adult
 1st   2nd  1st 2nd
 Class  Class  Class  Class
3 days in 1 month  $331 $220 $389 $260
4 days in 1 month  $401 $267 $471 $314
5 days in 1 month  $464 $309 $545 $363
6 days in 1 month  $526 $352 $620 $413
SwISS CARd 
1 month - 1 round trip                       $266 (1-Cl)  $190 (2-Cl)
plus 50% discount on rail tickets 
SwISS TRANSFER TICKET
1 month - 1 round trip                       $200 (1-Cl)  $133 (2-Cl)

TERMS & CONdITIONS: Prices on this page sub-
ject to change. Canceled orders refunded 85% of 
total charge. Handling fee for cancels is $25.

Special Considerations (Specify countries for countries 
chosen for Selectpass, additional rail days, etc.)

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

Method of Payment  (Visa   MC   AmEx  Diners)

Card #:__________________________Exp. Date_________Est. total amount: $_______

Name ________________________________________

Street________________________________________   

City__________________ State____ Zip____________

Daytime Phone_____________U.S. Depart. Date_______

Order online at 
gemut.raileuorpe.com 
or phone 800-521-6722 Fax form to 541-488-8468 or mail to: 

288 Ridge Road, Ashland OR 97520

(*Prices per person, based on two or more traveling together at all 
times. **Junior & Youth fares apply only to passengers under 26. 
Where senior fares are offered, 60 is qualifying age. Children 4-11 pay 
half the adult fare including Saverpass fares except Switzerland where 
kids under 16 travel free with a parent.)

BUYING RAIL PASSES IN 2011
Because of currency fluctuation, pass 
prices change frequently. Prices listed 
here are approximations. At www.
gemut.raileuorpe.com you can se-
curely buy the listed passes, as well as 
many others, plus book individual tick-
ets. Or, for current prices, and to place 
a rail pass order, call 800-521-6722x3. 
We also book city-to-city tickets by 
phone but charge a service fee.  For 
European timetables go to www.bahn.

Product  # days  1st/2nd Class  Circle one  Passenger Name    (First and Last as on Passport)  Country of Residence  Price

IMPORTANT NOTE ABOUT PRICES: The US dollar prices on this page are 
based on the euro and are subject to change with currency fluctuation. Pass 
orders will be processed in dollars, but amounts charged may vary from 
prices shown on this page.

Mr./Mrs.

Mr./Mrs.

Mr./Mrs.

Mr./Mrs.

http://gemut.raileurope.com/index.html
http://gemut.raileurope.com/index.html
http://gemut.raileurope.com/index.html
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Early booking

discounts as much

as $900 per

couple

Some 2 for 1 deals on

bookings prior to

August 31, 2009

Gemütlichkeit Special Offer   
Subscriber Discounts On 2011/12
European Holiday River Cruises 
Choose from dozens of itineraries and sailings. Here are just a few:

CLASSIC CHRISTMAS MARkETS
 8 days, Nürnberg to Frankfurt. From $1999*

DANUBE HOLIDAy MARkETS
 8 days, Budapest to Passau. From $2049*

EUROPEAN HOLIDAy MARkETS
 8 days, Vienna to Nürnberg. From $1999*

GRAND CHRISTMAS & NEW yEAR’S CRUISE
 13 days, Nürnberg to Budapest. From $3699

PARISIAN WINTER HOLIDAy
 8 days, Paris to Paris. From $1999*

RHINE HOLIDAy MARkETS 
 8 days, Paris to Paris. From $2099*

big savings for early booking These 2012 Cruises

LEGENDARy RHINE & MOSEL
 13 days, Amsterdam to Basel. From $3899**

EUROPEAN SERENADE
 13 days, Vienna to Amsterdam. From $4199**

GRAND EUROPEAN RIVER VOyAGE
 27 days, Amsterdam to Istanbul. From $9299***

GRAND EUROPEAN SERENADE
 27 days, Amsterdam to Bucharest. From $9199***

GRAND EUROPEAN ExPLORER
 29 days, Basel to Bucharest. From $9399***
(*  $350 per couple discount if booked by Sept. 6)
(**  $2,100 per couple discount if paid in full by Sept. 30)
(*** $2,500 per couple discount if paid in full by Sept. 30)

When you sail with Uniworld
• Excursions included
• Non-smoking ships
• English language only
• Unpack only once
• Most deluxe ships in Europe
• Europe’s youngest fleet

• Email available - stay in touch
• Small ship ambiance (100 to 138 guests)
• Hotel-style beds
• Terrycloth robes
• Satellite TV in cabins
• Fitness Center

For free catalog or to book space phone Gemütlichkeit 

          800-521-6722 x 2

discounts         

for Gemut

Readers
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lodging within a renovated older 
building. Most of its 37 rooms are 
decorated in contemporary minimalist 
style, with original art. But if your taste 
runs to the more traditional, ask for the 
Johann Topf Deluxe room with hand-
painted wooden furniture reminiscent 
of an old Austrian country house. 

A special feature is the hotel’s ter-
raced Mediterranean garden, a restful 
retreat that comes as a surprise in such 
an urban setting. 

Several guestrooms have balconies 
overlooking the garden, and breakfast 
is pleasant there in good weather. The 
adjacent Restaurant M offers conti-
nental and Austrian dishes prepared 
with a light touch; the cuisine matches 
the contemporary décor and is highly 
recommended by many Wiesbadeners 
(menu: www.mrestaurant.de).
Daily Rates:  Singles €99-102, doubles 
€132-282, breakfast buffet included. 
Private parking €11/day.
Contact:  Hotel de France, Tau-
nusstrasse 49, 65183 Wiesbaden, tel. 
+49/(0)611-959-730, fax 7374, wel-
come@hoteldefrance.de, www.
hoteldeFrance.de 
Rating:  Quality 15/20, Value 15/20

Hotel klemm
Located up a steep hill behind the 

busy Taunusstrasse, this popular three-
star is family-run with 63 rooms in a 
historic Jugendstil house dating from 
1888. Most of the spacious rooms are 
decorated in a simple, traditional style, 
and the foyer and breakfast room fea-
ture stained glass windows in charac-
ter with the old building. The Klemm’s 
quiet courtyard is a nice place to eat 
breakfast or just relax over a glass of 
Rhine wine. Very friendly staff. 
Daily Rates:  Singles €75 on week-
days, €56 on weekends; doubles 
€100 on weekdays, €72 on weekends.  
Breakfast €10/person, parking €10/
day.
Contact:  Hotel Klemm, Kapellenstras-
se 9, 65193 Wiesbaden, tel. +49/(0)611-
5820, fax 582-222, Hotel-Klemm@
t-online.de, www.hotel-Klemm.de 
Rating:  Quality 12/20,  Value 15/20

Hotel kronenschlösschen
For quiet, luxurious accommoda-

tions away from the city, drive to the 
Kronenschlösschen in the pretty 
little wine village of Eltville-
Hattenheim, 14 km (9 miles) 
from Wiesbaden on the Rhine 
River. Situated in a large private park, 
this handsome building was construct-
ed in 1894 as a noble country hotel and 
has since been restored to its original 
splendor. 

Each of the 18 guestrooms and 
suites is different in décor, and so 
beautifully (and comfortably) fur-
nished you’ll feel like a pampered 
guest at wealthy country house of 
bygone days instead of a traveler in 
the 21st century. They feature antique 
furniture, silk curtains, original paint-
ings, marble baths, and modern ameni-
ties such as Bose sound systems.

A beautiful garden and a highly 
rated restaurant (see restaurant re-
views) keep guests on the premises, 
and those interested in food and wine 
of the Rheingau can take culinary 
classes at the hotel (see the hotel’s 
website for classes and dates).
Daily Rates:  Singles (double as a 
single room) €130-150, doubles €150-
180, junior suite €190-225, suite €250-
280, maisonette €250-295, tower suite 
€350-390, breakfast €18/person. Con-
siderably reduced prices for Sundays 
and for a variety of hotel-restaurant 
gourmet packages offered at various 
times of the year. See website for pack-
ages and rates. 
Contact:  Hotel Kronenschlösschen, 
Rheinallee, 65347 Eltville-Hattenheim, 
tel. +49/(0)67-23-640, fax 23-7663, 
info@kronenschloesschen.de, 
www.kronenschloesschen.de 
Rating:  Quality 17/20,  Value 15/20

Wiesbaden Restaurants
Wiesbaden’s city center has a wide 

range of eateries.  Café Maldaner 
(Marktstrasse 84) has a been a Wies-
baden institution for 150 years, serving 
excellent cakes, pastries, and confec-
tions in the Old World ambience of an 
elegant Viennese-style pastry shop. 
Its menu also offers a wide selection 

of coffees and teas, breakfast dishes, 
sweet and savory pancakes, and light 
meals (salads, omelets). 

Chocoholics will have a hard time 
choosing among Wiesbaden’s many 
confectioneries selling a huge variety 
of chocolate products, most of them 
handmade: Kunder (Wilhelmstrasse 
12); Xocoatl (Grabenstrasse 24); Cho-
co-Lina (Grabenstrasse 9); Confiserie 
Arko (Schulgasse); Konfitüren Paul 
(Marktstrasse 12); and Dulce (corner of 
Goldgasse and Langgasse), also known 
for superb house-made ice creams and 
sorbets.

Gourmet shoppers head to Vom 
Fass (Grabenstrasse 26) for a large 
selection of olive oils, nut oils, fancy 
vinegars, sherries, brandies, and other 
liquors tapped from wooden barrels.

Fans of Currywurst have a choice 
of several versions of this favorite Ger-
man fast food at Curry Pabst (corner 
of Grabenstrasse and Goldgasse). The 
tiny Bäckerbrunnen (Grabenstrasse 
28), across from the Hesse parliament 
building, features traditional German 
food served in a homey, old-fashioned 
dining room. And locals also recom-
mend the Ratskeller, in the basement 
of the city hall (Schlossplatz 6), for 
reasonably priced regional dishes and 
six kinds of Andechs beer on tap.

It’s no surprise that wines from 
the Rheingau have pride- of-place on 
many restaurant menus. Local wines 
by the glass are often very reasonably 
priced, so you can try several without 
breaking the bank—only your head.

Restaurant käfer’s
This popular meeting place in the 

Kurhaus attracts Wiesbadeners with 
its cozy ambience and good food. In 
good weather one can dine on the 
terrace or in the beer garden.  
The eclectic menu lists a range 
of dishes, from soups and salads to 
steaks, Wiener Schnitzel, lobster, and 
even an Asian platter with “Thai Dim 
Sum” and Indonesian saté.  Soups and 
starters are priced between €7.50 and 
€16.50, and most main dishes are in 
the €20-30 range. 
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But the best deal is Käfer’s Sunday 
morning buffet from 11am to 2:30pm—
an extensive, all-you-can-eat spread of 
hot and cold dishes for a fixed price of 
€32, accompanied by live piano music. 
A Sunday morning in June saw Käfer’s 
packed with locals drinking flutes of 
sparkling German Sekt and enjoying 
selections from several buffet stations, 
including seasonal soups, meat and 
vegetable salads, smoked salmon and 
trout, marinated shrimp, a beautiful 
display of cheeses and cold cuts, pasta 
dishes, rare roast beef, eggs Florentine, 
plus German favorites such as roast 
duck, red cabbage, pretzel dumplings, 
and colorful, creamy desserts. Come 
early to get a seat, or reserve ahead. 
(Brunch is also served on holidays.)
Contact: Käfer’s Kurhaus Gastrono-
mie, Kurhausplatz 1, 65189 Wiesbaden, 
tel. +49/(0)611-536-200, fax 536-222, 
info@kurhaus-gastronomie.de, 
www.kurhaus-gastronomie.de 
Rating: Quality 17/20, Value 17/20 
(for Sunday buffet)

Restaurant Capricorne
Dine in a beautiful setting under 

the light of chandeliers, while admir-
ing modern art at Restaurant Capri-
corne in the Schwarzer Bock Hotel. 
The menu changes with the seasons, 
and features starters such as creamed 
herb soup in the summer (€5.50) and 
venison pie with a small salad in the 
autumn (€8). Main dishes are priced 
from €15 and up; try the roast filet of 
beef with potato-truffle crust, baked 
beans, and Madeira sauce (€24.50). For 
dessert, it’s not possible to go wrong 
with the Riesling mousse (€6) or the 
warm apple tarte with Calvados ice 
cream and vanilla foam (€6).  

The business lunch, offered seven 
days a week, is a bargain at €12.90 
for a generous portion of a single dish 
such as fettuccine with seafood and 
saffron sauce, accompanied by a glass 
of house wine (included in the price, 
or €8.90 with mineral water instead). 
And don’t pass up a slice of the Capri-
corne’s well known cakes made on the 
premises (€2.70). Reservations recom-
mended.

BACkROADS DRIvING
Continued from page 1

Contact:  Restaurant Capricorne, Hotel 
Schwarzer Bock, Kranzplatz 12, 65183 
Wiesbaden, tel. +49/(0)611-1550, fax 
155-111, info@wiesbaden.radisson-
blu.com, www.radissonblu.com/
hotel-wiesbaden 
Rating: Quality 14/20, Value 14/20

Restaurant Beau Site
Nestled in the hills near the lower 

end of the Nerobergbahn, the Beau Site 
is a small, very good restaurant that 
prides itself on using only the freshest, 
highest-quality products, especially 
seafood. No wonder its food has a 
“brighter” taste than you’ll find at 
most other places.

The cozy interior dining rooms 
have the feel of a private residence, 
and in summer the large terrace is 
often packed with customers sip-
ping Rhine wines and enjoying the 
sunshine. Select from the regular 
menu that features several fish dishes 
and main meat courses (€20-29), or 
choose from the daily specials writ-
ten on a chalk board. Many of the 
dishes have a decidedly French flair. 
“Bruno’s Bouillabaisse” is especially 
recommended (€9.50 as an appetizer, 
€15.50 as a main dish). After finishing 
with a dessert of vodka-doused lemon 
sorbet (€5.50), or a luscious blueberry 
pancake with vanilla ice cream (€8.90), 
you’ll be tempted to stay for another 
glass of wine.
Contact: Restaurant Beau Site, Nerotal 
66, 65193 Wiesbaden, tel. +49/(0)611-
526-066, fax 525-551, restaurant@
beausite.de, www.beausite.de
Rating: Quality 16/20, Value 14/20

Restaurant kronenschlösschen  
In a region known for its fine food, 

chef Patrik Kimpel’s inventive cuisine 
and beautifully plated dishes 
attract diners from around 
the Rheingau and beyond. 
The Kronenschlössen Hotel houses a 
sophisticated restaurant, a more rustic 
bistro, and a pleasant garden café, all 
under Kimpel’s direction, with excel-
lent cuisine and service to match. 
The wine list has been recognized as 
among the best in Germany.

on your map. Signs can be deceiving 
because many villages are intersected  
by several roads. It is not uncommon, 
for example, to see a sign for a certain 
town which directs you to the left and 
a few hundred yards beyond another 
sign directing you to the right. No 
mistake, it’s just that with such a net-
work of roads there is often more than 
one way of getting from one town to 
the next. The maps we recommend are 
available at service stations and book 
stores throughout Germany, Austria 
and Switzerland. Figure to spend 
about $6 per map.

MiCHelin Red Guides
Many of the most charming hotels 

and restaurants are located in the 
countryside.  Let this useful book’s 
nearly infallible system of symbols 
guide you to good restaurants and 

Menus at the restaurant and bistro 
follow the seasons, so check the hotel’s 
website for the latest listings.

A good way to taste the range of 
Kimpel’s cooking is to splurge on the 
six-course, fixed-price menu (€98), 
with recommended wines by the glass 
to accompany each course (wines 
priced extra).  The three-course daily 
menu in the bistro, from the same 
kitchen, is €29-34. See the bistro’s 
chalkboard for other daily specials, 
too. À la carte dishes are priced higher 
in both restaurants, of course.  And on 
Thursday evenings, year round, the 
chef offers a four-course menu, with 
aperitif, after-dinner coffee, and all the 
sparkling wine you can drink, for €98.

If you’d like to learn how to make 
some of the Kronenschlösschen’s fine 
dishes in your own kitchen, sign up 
for the cooking classes that are periodi-
cally offered on the premises by Chef 
Kimpel. 
 Contact:  Hotel Kronenschlösschen, 
Rheinallee, 65347 Eltville-Hattenheim, 
tel. +49/(0)67-23-640, fax 23-7663, 
info@kronenschloesschen.de, 
www.kronenschloesschen.de 
Rating: Quality 18/20,  Value 16/20
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friendly, quiet hotels. We know of no 
other guidebook which covers the 
countryside so extensively. Plan your 
next day’s journey after dinner:  use 
the guide to choose a hotel that’s along 
your route and not too many kilome-
ters distant (100km to 200km). Call 
ahead next morning for a reservation 
and spend the day leisurely wending 
your way there, confident that at the 
end of the journey lie comfortable ac-
commodations.  Along the way you 
may want to purchase some inexpen-
sive wine or beer at a small market and 
a luncheon of fresh cheeses and meats 
from a Metzgerei . If you find a better 
way to spend a day in Germany we’d 
like to hear about it.

MiCHelin GReen Guides
Available for all three countries, 

these well-written but somewhat 
stodgy guidebooks offer a scholarly 
description and assessment of the 
art, architecture, history and scenery 
of each country. Like the Red Guide, 
they are designed for the motorist. 
Their suggested German Alpine 
Road tour, for example, begins at 
Lindau in the West, winds through 
the foothills of the Bavarian Alps 
and finishes three days and 425 kilo-
meters (266 miles) later at Berchtes-
gaden. The guide suggests driving 
times as well as the time it takes to 
fully explore each recommended 
sight. At one point it even offers an 
alternative route through a part of 
Austria. While this example is pri-
marily over larger highways, many 
Green Guide “touring programmes” 
and suggested excursions are over 
yellow roads. In Germany, use the 
Green Guide with the Red Guide in 
planning the next day’s journey.

a sense oF adVenTuRe
Just a bit. Even those more comfort-

able on the beaten track will enjoy the 
relaxing country roads and the lifestyle 
along them. One needn’t be concerned 
about problems with the language.  
A phrase book will secure a room, a 
tank of gas, a beer and a meal. With 
respect to the latter we recommend 
the Marling Menu-Master. Take it to 

dinner or lunch to quickly sort out the 
menu. It’s available at most bookstores 
that carry a good selection of travel 
literature.  While driving these back-
roads is more relaxing than speeding 
down the Autobahn, there are one or 
two caveats. You probably won’t drive 
as fast as the natives so pull over at 
every opportunity to let them around. 
And don’t be too alarmed when they 
pass you on a curve—just make a little 
extra room. Be especially watchful for 
farm vehicles and farm animals. Roar-
ing over the crest of a hill or around a 
blind corner at 120kph (72mph) only to 
find a tractor or a horse-drawn wagon 
in your lane traveling at 15kph (9mph) 
is probably a bit more vacation excite-
ment than you expected.

Car Rental Advice
 I just finished reading the 16-page 

article on driving in Europe and wish 
to congratulate you on an excellent 
job. Very thorough and clearly writ-
ten.  My wife and I lived in Europe in 
the 60s and have since traveled back 
several times each year so I know what 
you are talking about.

 I would suggest one small addi-
tion that relates to diesels. These cars 
not only get tremendous mileage, but 
diesel fuel is cheaper than gasoline.  
Further, a diesel car is very much 
easier to drive in mountains because of 
the greater torque.  Not as much need 
to downshift the transmission.  

DaViD MarchanD
Via eMail

(Ed. Note: The article referred to can 
be downloaded from the main page at 
www.gemut.com. 

Mr. Marchand is correct about diesel 
cars in Europe. Though most vehicles in 
Germany’s rental fleets are diesel powered, 
it is seldom that a rental company will 
guarantee a specific engine type. It’s the 
luck of the draw.) 
Hotel Near Munich Airport

Re: Your “We Recommend” section 
on page 12 of the newsletter....

I want to offer another suggestion 

for a hotel near the Munich airport that 
we have found very attractive and af-
fordable in several different stays over 
the past few years. Regentpark Air-
port Hotel (www.airport-hotel-regent.
com) in Halbergmoos, just south of 
the airport, is a mile or so north of the 
Daniel’s Hotel (www.hotel-daniels.
de) you recommend in Halbergmoos-
Goldach.

The Regentpark has three- and 
four-star rooms, an excellent res-
taurant/bar and beer garden, and a 
delightful ambience. It is family-run 
and caters very much to clientele go-
ing to and from the Franz Josef Strauss 
Munich airport, while keeping an 
atmosphere of personal service and 
quality lodging and food. They have a 
shuttle that runs from early morning 
until late evening, though it does have 
a small fee (€5 euro maybe?), that gets 
to the airport in 10-15 minutes, the 
Halbergmoos S-Bahn station for trains 
into Munich, or car rental offices in the 
area. There is also daytime bus service 
near the hotel that gets to the S-Bahn 
station in 15-20 minutes.

One great thing about breakfast 
(normally €5—half the Daniel’s Hotel 
price) is that they have an Early Bird 
breakfast buffet for only €3 that runs 
from 3am-7am.  It’s fantastic when you 
have a 6am or 7am flight out—you still 
have time to get breakfast, take the 
shuttle to the airport, and be there in 
plenty of time to check-in.

Halbergmoos is a pleasant, 
relatively affluent, rural, village that 
makes for easy walking from the hotel.

 Prices are reasonable (except at 
Oktoberfest or during trade fairs), with 
double room prices starting at about 
€120.

The reception staff speaks excel-
lent English, as do most restaurant 
personnel. Both outdoor and indoor 
parking are available.

Later, I’ll send you a note about 
our favorite small hotel in Vienna—the 
Schweizerhof (www.schweizerhof.
at)—which is in the inner city, three-
four blocks from St. Stephens near the 
Hoher Markt and by the Anker Clock. 

ReadeRs’ FoRuM
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we Recommend
This listing of good value, mid-priced hotels in popular desti-
nation cities is intended for fast reference. Additional hotels 
and links to hotel websites is in the “Hotels” pages at www.
gemut.com. Hotels are arranged in price order, higher to lower. 

berlin
Hotel art nouveau, Leibnizstr. 59, tel. +49/030/327 7440, 
info@hotelartnouveau.de, www.hotelartnouveau.de
Hotel domus, Uhlandstrasse 49, Germany D-10719, tel. 
+49/030/882041, fax 882 0410,  info@hotel-domus-berlin.de

bern
Hotel bristol, Schauplatzgasse 10, CH-3011, tel. +41/31/311 
0101, fax 311 9479, email reception@bristolbern.ch
Hotel Kreuz, Zeughausgasse 41, CH-3000, tel. +41/031/329 
9595, fax 329 95 96,  hotelkreuz@swissonline.ch

lucerne
Hotel wilden Mann, Bahnhofstrasse 30, CH-6000 Luzern, tel. 
+41/041/2101666, fax 2101629,  mail@wilden-mann.ch 
Hotel Cascada, Bundesplatz 18, CH-6003 Lucerne, tel: 
+41/041/226 80 88, fax 226 80 00, info@cascada.ch 

Munich
Hotel exquisit, Pettenkoferstr. 3, tel. +49/089/ 551 99 0, fax 
551 99 499,  info@hotel-exquisit.com. 
Hotel adria, Liebigstrasse 8a, D-80538 München, tel. 
+49/089/242 1170, e-mail: reception@adria-muenchen.de
Hotel Kraft, Schillerstr. 49, tel. +49/089/594823-24, fax 550 
3856, office@kraft-hotel.com

Rothenburg ob der Tauber
Reichs-Küchenmeister, kirchplatz 8, Rothenburg o.d. 
Tauber, Germany D-91541, tel. +49/09861/97 00, fax 97 04 
09,  hotel@reichskuechenmeister.com
Hotel Hornburg, Hornburgweg 28, D-91541, tel. 
+049/09861/8480, fax 5570, hotelhornburg@t-online.de, 
www.hotelhornburg.de

salzburg & environs
schloss Haunsperg , A-5411 Oberalm bei Hallein, Ham-
merstrasse 32, tel. +43/06245/80662, fax 85680,  info@
schlosshaunsperg.com
Hotel struber, Nonntaler Hauptstrasse 35, Austria A-5020 tel. 
+43/0662/843 728, fax 843 728 8,  struber@sbg.at
Hotel Jedermann, Rupertgasse 25, Austria A-5020, tel. 
+43/0662/873241-0, jedermann@salzburginfo.or.at

Vienna
Hotel Römischer Kaiser, Annagasse 16, A-1010, tel 
+43/01/512 77 51 0, info@rkhotel.bestwestern.
altstadt Vienna, kirchengasse 41, tel. +43/01/526 3399-0, 
fax 523 4901,  hotel@altstadt.at, www.altstadt.at 
Pension aviano, Marco-D’Aviano-Gasse 1, tel. +43/01/512 
8330, fax 512 8330 6,  aviano@pertschy.com

Zürich
Hotel Florhof, Florhofgasse 4, Switzerland CH-8001, tel. 
41/01/261 4470, fax 261 4611,  info@florhof.ch
Hotel arlette, Stampfenbachstrasse 26, Switzerland CH-
8001, tel. +41/01/25 20 032, fax 25 20 932,  hotel.arlette@
bluwin.ch

Frankfurt airport
steigenberger esprix Hotel Frankfurt airport, Cargo 
City Süd, D-60549 , tel. +49/069/69 70 99, fax 69 70 94 44,  
frankfurt@esprix-hotels.de
Hotel birkenhof, von-Eiff-Str 37, Hanau-Steinheim, D-63456, 
tel. +49/06181/648 80, fax 64 88 39,  info@HotelBirkenhof.
de, www.hotelbirkenhof.de (25-minuted from airport)
Hotel dreieich, Frankfurter Str. 49, Langen , D-63225, tel. 
+49/06103/91 50, fax 52 030. hotel-dreieich@gmx.de

Munich airport
daniel’s Hotel, Haupstrasse 11, Halbergmoos-Goldach, D-
85399, tel. +49/0811/55120, fax 551213, info@hotel-daniels.
de, www.hotel-daniels.de
Hotel Hoyacker Hof, Freisinger Landstrasse 9a, D-85748 
Garching b. München, tel. +49/089/326 9900, fax 320 7243,  
info@hoyackerhof.de

Zürich airport
Mövenpick Zürich airport, Walter-Mittelholzerstrasse 8, 
CH-8152 Glattbrugg, tel. +41/01/808 88 88, fax 808 88 77,  
hotel@movenpick-zurich-airport.ch
Hotel Fly away, Marktgasse 19, Zürich-kloten, CH-8302, tel. 
+41/01/804 4455, reservation@hotel-flyaway.ch

DEAR SUBSCRIBER
Continued from page 1

We have stayed at your recommended 
Altstadt Hotel on Kirchengasse and 
liked it very much, but found the more 
centrally-located Schweizerhof when 
the Altstadt was fully booked.  

chris hansen-Murray
seattle - Via eMail

Hotels Near Chiemsee
I  highly recommend a wonder-

ful small castle hotel in Bernau, near 
the southeast corner of the Chiemsee. 
Bonnschlössl and its sister hotel, 
Gasthof Alter Wirt (www.alter-wirt-
bernau.de) have the same owners and 
offer a wonderful combination of ac-
commodations, food and people. I paid 
€90 in Bonnschlössel for a double with 
breakfast and sauna included.  

I also visited the Landesausstel-
lung (national exhibition) on Her-
renchiemsee. Almost overwhelming. 
It’s very informative and being a 
‘König Ludwig fan’ I was in heaven. 
One drawback: there were a lot of 
visitors and I would not recommend 
a weekend visit. A ticket for the show 
was €9.50 and the wait was about two 
hours (very rainy Sunday morning).

Later, I joined our “German 
Heritage for Beer Lovers” group for 
a couple of days through Franconia. 
Our guide, Wolfgang Grams, made the 
itinerary an absolute delight.

Bavaria is a year-round delight for the 
senses—best little country in the world.

lisa Wilson-schMitt
Via eMail

(Ed. Note: Lisa is a longtime friend of 
Gemütlichkeit and the founding partner 
of Nonstop Travel [www.nonstoptravel.
net], a Los Angeles agency specializing in 
Germany travel.)
Drive a Porsche in Germany

For car buffs, you might want to 
write about the driver training courses 
(race training might be a better choice 
of words) that all the major German 
car companies offer.  I have done the 
Porsche driver training and found it 
to be a great aid to becoming a better 
driver and a lot of fun. While I lived 
in Germany I owned a Porsche. It is 
also possible to rent a Porsche for the 

weekend at the track. It is expensive, 
but not outlandish.

BoB Mcconnell
Via eMail  

found a €99 ($143) fare but the ticket 
could only be picked up at an Italian 
rail station or sent regular mail to an 
address in Austria—hardly a solu-
tion for a North American buyer. The 
only choices for a Vienna-Rome ticket 
seem to be: (1) Pay the higher price at 
Gemut.com/RE or; (2) Wait until you 
get to Europe to buy the ticket, though 
by then the advance purchase option 
may be gone. 

To price/buy tickets involving 
Switzerland, use rail.ch. Like  Bahn.de, 
it’s English-user-friendly and has the 
entire timetable of European trains—
though it will only quote fare on trips 
involving Swiss cities.

Domestic or international tickets 
that involve France, but not Germany 
or Switzerland, are even more com-
plicated. Though France rail’s voy-
ages-sncf.com is French language only, 
SNCF operates an English website at 
www.tgv-europe.com. But to protect 
its U.S. subsidiary, Rail Europe, the 
French redirect U.S. users of their site 
to the main Rail Europe website and 
it’s higher prices. But there’s a trick: 
you can get the best rates by register-
ing at tgv-europe.com as a resident of 
Canada, or even Afghanistan. It’s all 
legal, you have every right to buy at 
the site’s lowest fares. Tgv-europe.com 
won’t ship the tickets but they can be 
picked up at a rail station in France or, 
in some cases, printed by your home 
computer. For a late-July Paris-Milan 
trip, tgv-europe.com quoted a best fare 
of €82 ($118) vs. Gemut.com/RE’s best 
price of  $170. 

It seems fairly clear that the best 
fares for point-to-point European rail 
tickets are available from the websites 
of the various European railroads. The 
problem is, if one of the cities involved 
isn’t in Germany or Switzerland, these 
lower fares are difficult for U.S. citi-
zens to purchase.—RHB  

http://www.gemut.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Gemutcom/147358628651959
http://www.alter-wirt-bernau.de/
http://www.alter-wirt-bernau.de/
http://www.nonstoptravel.net
http://www.nonstoptravel.net
http://www.sbb.ch/en/
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