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Truly Useful Travel Websites GrossGlockner road

by Sharon Hudgins

Germany’s Food Museums

by Robert Bestor

he most spectacular drive in 
all of Germany, Austria and 
Switzerland—in all of Eu-

rope for that matter—is Austria’s 
Grossglockner Hochalpenstrasse 
(Grossglockner High Alpine Road), 

just south of Zell am 
See, between Funsch 

and Heiligenblut. Nothing tops it for 
stunning mountain scenery. Each of 
the 36 hairpin curves in the steadily-
rising, sometimes precipitous highway 
reveals a fresh vista of rugged peaks, 
waterfalls, glaciers, and alpine vegeta-
tion. The main attractions are close-up 
views of the Grossglockner Peak—at 
12,461 feet it’s Austria’s highest moun-
tain—and the five-mile long Pasterze 
Glacier. 

Along the way, of course, are as-
sorted nature trails, cable cars, picnic 
areas, playgrounds, and museums, 
all of which are included in the €32 

per car fee for the 48 kilometer drive. 
There is an extra charge for an op-
tional panoramic cable car to a restau-
rant featuring views of some 40 peaks 
higher than 9,800 feet, and a funicular 
ride from the road’s highest point at 
Kaiser-Franz-Josefs-Höhe (7,772 feet) 
to the glacier.

In 1856, the young Emperor 
Franz-Josef hiked here in four hours 
from Heiligenblut, and in 1905 the 
Kaiser Franz Josef Haus mountain 
lodge was built. A road for motorized 
vehicles over this historic Alpine trad-
ing route was first conceived in 1924. 
It was to have a gravel surface, be a 
bit less than 10-feet wide with an op-
tion to widen to just over 16 feet. The 
steepest grade would be 12-percent. 
Funding was approved in 1929 and 
the road opened on August 3, 1935. 
During the war years, 1940-44, traffic 

oreign travel is all about ex-
periencing other cultures, 
especially the local food and 

beverages. Many travelers are not only 
interested in taste and appearance, but 
also in the traditions and stories be-
hind what’s on their plates and in their 

glasses. Where did it 
all come from? How 

was it grown, raised and processed? 
How did it get from the farm, the 
range, the sea, the brewery, the winery, 
to the table? What is the history be-
hind the food and drink we consume 
today in countries we visit?

Germany has a number of fasci-
nating museums that answer these 
questions. Found in large cities and 
small towns throughout the country, 
some of these food and beverage mu-
seums focus solely on local or regional 

products; German-grown hops, for 
example. Others have a broader per-
spective, with exhibits on universal 
foods, the ones we all use, such as 
sugar, potatoes, and bread.

Located in a handsome his-
toric salt barn dating from 1592, the 
Museum of Bread Culture in Ulm 
presents the history of bread over 
the past 6,000 years, from the early 
cultivation of grains to the role of 
bread in the modern age. Founded 
in 1955, it is the oldest of its kind in 
the world, with a private collection 
of 14,000 objects pertaining to bread, 
of which 1,300 are on public display 
over three floors. The fascinating and 

No doubt someone a lot smarter 
than I can accurately speculate on 
the extent to which the Internet has 
changed our daily lives—and wheth-
er those changes are for the better. 
For me, the advances it will facilitate 
in medicine alone are enough to 
trump any anti-Internet argument; 
but for some, metaphorically speak-
ing, a strong horse is still preferred to 
the noisy, dirty internal combustion 
engine. Indeed, the Web has its draw-
back. For one thing, it has severely 
limited our ability to talk to real live 
persons about the products and ser-
vices we have purchased or want to 
purchase. Rather than pay the salaries 
of “real live persons,” businesses 
push customers to their websites. 
The result is that many of those “real 
live persons” are out of work and we 
customers wade through complex, 
maddening, often dead-end, Internet-
based, voice-mail software. Airlines 
charge more for tickets if they are 
purchased by phone. Rail Europe’s 
online customers pay less for the 
same product than those who call in 
their orders. Higher prices and extra 
fees push customers to the Internet 
where placing the order is easy but 
obtaining follow-up service and get-
ting questions answered often is not.

On the other hand, while we’re 
spending more time pressing “one 
for yes” or “two for no” and wait-
ing on hold, there are many websites 
that allow us to obtain in seconds 
information that 20 years ago might 
have taken hours or days to locate. In 
fact, much of the travel information 
currently found online simply wasn’t 
available before the Internet. Words 
such as “amazing,” “astonishing” and 
“astounding” fall short when used 
to describe the changes the Internet 
has brought to the travel planning 
process. Here are a half-dozen terrific, 
absolutely free, websites I visit on 
virtually a daily basis and which you 
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• Hotel prices listed are for one night. Dis-
counts are often available for longer stays.
• All hotel prices include breakfast unless 
otherwise noted.
• Local European telephone area codes 
carry the “0” required for in-country dialing. 
To phone establishments from outside the 
country, such as from the USA, do not dial 
the first “0”.

Back issues Website
Many back issues are available free to subscribers 
at www.gemut.com. To access the issues, enter the 
password published in this space each month. Go to 
http://www.gemut.com/csub.html
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might also find useful:

• Xe.com: Want to know what the 
Swiss franc is worth vs. the dollar? Or, 
what it was worth the day you bought 
that expensive watch on Bahnhof-
strasse in Zürich. At xe.com one can 
quickly determine the relative values 
of about 165 worldwide currencies, 
research historical exchange data, sub-
scribe to a free daily newsletter that 
analyzes the currency market, and use 
the site’s free, online Travel Expenses 
Calculator.

• Google Maps: This corner of the 
Google empire is possibly, for the trav-
el planner at least, the greatest example 
of the Web’s potential. In fact, it is so 
powerful and multi-layered that in the 
space available here it is only possible 
to communicate a fraction of Google 
Maps’ capabilities. We can, however, 
get you started in the right direction. 

Let’s begin with something simple. 
You’re going from Munich to Ber-
lin and need to know the distance, 
travel time, and route. Simply enter 
the phrase “Munich to Berlin” into 
any Google search box and, bingo, up 
comes a map with the basic info. (No 
more going to a special map software 
site, using drop-down menus to select 
a country or countries, and then typ-
ing in your cities.) Click the map to get 
turn-by-turn directions and route choic-
es. You can also compare driving time 
with rail travel time. Once you have 
opened and expanded the map page, 

click the Public Transport icon above 
the directions. You’ll see that the early 
morning ICE train via Göttingen gets 
you there in just under six hours, and 
that you can drive it on the Autobahn 
in six fewer minutes. How about the 
option of going by way of Prague? Just 
use the “Add Destination” link to add 
that city in our itinerary. In fact, you 
can plot an entire, complex motoring 
trip by simply typing additional desti-
nations in the “Get Directions” fields.

The most amazing element of 
Google Maps is its “Street View” fea-
ture. Say you want a preview of your 
Munich hotel, the Kraft, and its neigh-
borhood. Type the hotel’s address on 
Schillerstrasse into the Google search 
box. Click the resultant map and, in 
the map’s upper right corner, click the 
satellite box. Now you’ll see a fairly 
close-up satellite picture of the area. 
The hotel will be marked. Zoom-in 
using the vertical scale tool on the 
map’s upper left. When you get close 
enough, street names become visible. 
At that point click the little yellow 
human figure on the vertical scale and 
drag it to Schillerstrasse. Click again 
on the figure and suddenly you will 
be at street level. Using your mouse, 
you can manipulate the picture for a 
360-degree view, examine the hotel’s 
façade, check-out the neighborhood, 
even maneuver down the street!  It 
might take a few minutes of trial and 
error to learn to navigate but this is 
fantastic stuff. I’ve only scratched the 
surface. Google Maps is awesome. (By 
the way, I’ve found this all works best 

with Google’s free Chrome browser.)

• SeatGuru.com: In a few days 
we’re flying from Seattle to Frankfurt 
on a Lufthansa Airbus 330-300. We 
used miles to be in business class and 
want to know about the plane and our 
seats. At SeatGuru I type in my flight 
and am immediately shown a diagram 
of the plane’s interior plus a wealth 
of information. The first thing I notice 
is that the 56 business and first-class 
seats take up almost exactly as much 
space as the 165 economy seats. Seats 
that the website considers poor are 
shown in red. Better seats are green 
and those with drawbacks (near the 
galleys and the lavs, for example) are 
in yellow. There are icons for the loca-
tions of emergency exits, power ports 
for electronic devices (every seat in 
business and first, none in economy), 
as well as the locations of galleys and 
lavs. When I click on Seat 3H a mes-
sage appears telling me the chair fully 
extends due to a cutout on the bulk-

Continued on page 12…
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road, another playground, a restau-
rant, and a path around the lake.

• Hochtor (head of the pass at 
8,200 feet) is another nature trail and a 
restaurant. Archeologists say humans 
have crossed the Alps at this point for 
more than 3,500 years.

• A cable car to the Schareck (8,500 
feet) from Fallbichl is €9.8 RT. 

• The most popular stop 
is at Franz-Josef-Höhe (7,772 
feet) with the best views of 
the Grossglockner and the 
Pasterze Glacier from the 
glass-enclosed Swarovski 
Observation Tower (about a 
10-minute walk). 

The four-story Visitors 
Center includes a movie 
theater, “panorama room,” 
and a variety of exhibits, 
including one on automo-
tive history with restored 
cars. Several walking paths 
and hiking trails begin here. 
A walk to the glacier takes 
about 30 minutes with a 
one-hour uphill return. For 
a fee, you can also take the 
funicular.

It used to be possible to 
overnight at the drive’s high-
est point—as we did in 1995— 
but the Alpen Hotel Kaiser 
Franz Josef Haus, built in the 
late ‘30s, burned in 1997. 

Zell am See
To get an early start and 

beat the crowd, overnight in 
Zell am See and head for the 
mountain road first thing in the 
morning. Go south on highway 
#311, then look for the turnoff 
to #107 marked Grossglockner. 

Though Zell am See is not of great 
interest as a destination, its location on 
the lake surrounded by mountains at 
the gateway to the beautiful Pinzgau 
region is quite lovely and nearby is an-
other of Austria’s most notable attrac-
tions, the Krimml Waterfalls accessed 
via the Gerlos Pass. 

Zell am See Hotel: The family-
owned and operated Feinschmeck 
couldn’t be more centrally located. 

GROSSGlOCkNER ROAD
Continued from page 1

declined to a trickle (25,000 cars per 
year) and, in 1945, it sustained damage 
from the tanks employed by occupy-
ing armies. Nowadays, however, the 
road is smooth, well-maintained and 
there’s plenty of traffic.

Though the actual Grossglockner 
road can be driven in 
less than an hour in 
light traffic, it’s best as 
a two-night excursion; 
the first in Zell am See, 
then a full day for the 
road and its various 
attractions, followed by 
a night in Heilingen-
blut. Those who just 
want the drive, a few 
photos, lunch at one of 
the restaurants, and a 
short walk on one of 
the paths, may want to 
drive on farther than 
Heiligenblut; perhaps 
Lienz or Bad Gastein. 
We’ll make hotel recom-
mendations for those 
towns as well. 

This is a drive not 
to be counted on far in 
advance. Just as one 
bypasses the train ride 
to the Jungfraujoch 
on cloudy days, fine 
weather is essential for 
a good Grossglockner 
experience. So build 
flexibility into your 
trip planning; have an 
alternative if weather 
doesn’t cooperate. 

On the other hand, 
if you awaken to a 
crystal-clear day, and you’re within a 
couple of hours drive of Zell am See, 
be ready to go for it. Take binoculars, 
cameras, and warm clothing, as even 
at the height of summer temperatures 
can be chilly.  

While the road—open from May 
to November— is curvy and steep in 
places, there are protective posts and 
barriers and it is wide enough for tour 
buses. Turnouts for picture-taking 

and parking are plentiful and there 
are even a few passing lanes. Expect 
heavy traffic during peak summer 
months, including bicycles, motorcy-
cles and the aforementioned buses. 

In the course of the drive you may 
want to make these stops:

• The Piffkar (5,300 feet) for its 
short nature trail and playground.

• The alpine ecology musem and 
restaurant at Haus Alpine Nature-
schau (7,400 feet). 

• Turn up the short side road to 
Edelweiss-Spitze. At 8,400 feet it of-
fers the highest point of the drive.

• One of the best spots for photos 
is Fuscher Törl (8,000 feet).

• At Fuscher Lacke (7,400 feet) is 
an exhibit on the construction of the 
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key Websites for the Traveler
• www.gemut.com Gateway site for 
travelers to Germanic Europe, including car 
rental, rail passes, hotel bookings, travel tips, 
and past issues (free access to back issues for 
subscribers; see log-on info on page 2).
• www.viamichelin.com The Michelin 
database of hotels and restaurants, plus great 
interactive trip planning tools
• www.travelessentials.com Guide-
books, maps, travel accessories, luggage, all  
at 10 percent  off for subscribers. Use dis-
count code gemut2010.
• maps.google.com Amazing map re-
source. Driving & walking. Zoom in-out. Great 
detail city & country. Satellite & terrain views.
• bahn.hafas.de/bin/query.exe/
en German rail website, with train schedules 
throughout Europe, as well as Germany.
• www.sbb.ch/en/  Swiss and Euro-
pean rail schedules
• www.ski-europe.com  Top Web re-
source for skiers with much info on Alpine resorts
• www.myswitzerland.com Website 
of Switzerland’s national tourist authority
• www.germany-tourism.de Ger-
many’s national tourist authority
• www.austria.info/us Austria’s 
national tourist authority
• www.historicgermany.com  Web-
site for an alliance of historic German cities
• www.thetravelinsider.info  Info on elec-
tronics for travelers — cell phones, computers, etc. 

Guestrooms are large and modern 
with the usual four-star amenities. 
Most appealing of the public rooms is 
the atmospheric, cozy Franz-Josef Stu-
berl, where, depending on the hour or 
the occasion, locals drop by for a glass 
of wine, a bowl of soup, afternoon tea 
or a late-night brandy. The welcome 
here is lively and friendly. 

Those who plan a longer stay 
should consider one of the 11 apart-
ments priced from €110 per night and 
linked to the hotel via an underground 
passage. 

Hotel Feinschmeck, Dreifaltigkeit-
gasse 10, tel. +43 06542 72 54 9, info@
hotel-feinschmeck.com, www.hotel-
feinschmeck.com. Double from €130.

Zell am See Restaurant: You’ll 
want to have dinner just up the street 
from the Feinschmeck, at Steiner-
wirt1493. This is a Schnitzel and boiled 
beef sort of place and though most 
tables in the wood-paneled main din-
ing room are covered with white linen 
and display a vase of cut flowers, the 
atmosphere is easy-going. You’ll see 
the same tried and true menu items 
as at thousands of other Austrian res-

taurants, the Steinerwirt just executes 
them better than most. Here, prosaic 
dishes like Kalbsleber (calves liver) 
and Zwiebelrostbraten (pan-fried beef 
served with pan gravy and topped 
with crisp fried onions) are raised to a 
higher level. Both are about €16. The 
house specialty dessert is Salzburger 
Nockerl, a soufflé served with caramel 
sauce for €12.2.

Steinerwirt1493, Dreifaltigkeit-
gasse 2, Zell am See, A-5700, tel. 
+43/06542/72502, office@steinerwirt.
com, www.steinerwirt.com

Heiligenblut
On the other side of the Gross-

glocker Road, at the foot of the moun-
tain, is Heiligenblut, considered one of 
Austria’s prettiest villages. It is from 
here that the 26-year-old Emperor be-
gan his hike up the mountain, ending 
the climb four hours later at the spot 
now known as the Kaiser-Franz-Josef-
Höhe.” Some 900 years before that, 
Briccius, a Danish knight on a journey 
to deliver a vial of Christ’s blood from 
Constantinople to his native Denmark, 
was killed here in an avalanche. Just 

before he died he hid the vial of blood 
in an open leg wound. His body was 
later found and buried by locals who 
built a chapel over the grave. The relic 
found on the body is still housed in 
the local church, St Vincent’s, a small, 
but impressive Gothic structure built 
in the late 15th century. 

In summer, except for the church, 
the gorgeous scenery, and miles of 
hiking trails, there isn’t much to do in 
Heiligenblut, so a single night will suf-
fice for most travelers.

Heiliigenblut Hotel/Restaurant: 
Our value recommendation for an 
overnight in this charming mountain 
hamlet is Penson Bäurele, a small, 
three-level chalet with a few rustic 
rooms, a small restaurant, and views 
of the Grossglockner and the Gothic 
church. Double rooms with breakfast 
and dinner are €96 in summer and 
€102 in winter. Bed and breakfast rates 
are €62 in summer and €66 in winter. 

Pension Bäuerle, Hader-
gasse 4, A-9844, Heiligenblut, tel. 
+43/04824/2252, office@baeuerle.at, 
www.baeuerle.at.

Lienz
Those who finish the drive early 

in the day may decide to bypass Heili-
genblut and drive on; perhaps to Lienz 
or even Bad Gastein.

Lienz is less than 40 minutes from 
Heiligenblut via highway #107.  

Locals—and the relatively few 
North Americans who find their way 
here—consider Lienz one of Austria’s 
hidden treasures; historically, culturally, 
and naturally. The heart of this medi-
eval town has been beautifully restored 
and made accessible to tourists from all 
over the world, especially Italy, as the 
border is just 25 miles distant.

Arrivals from the north immedi-
ately sense a place quite different from 
the Alpine towns along the northern 
edge of the Hohe Tauern National 
Park, such as Zell am See, Gerlos, 
Krimml. Most Lienz restaurants, for 
example, offer Italian translations 
rather than English, and most hotel 
employees and shopkeepers speak 
Italian, though English is also widely 
understood. 

Tourist Information: 

Grossglockner High Alpine Road: 
www.grossglockner.at/en/, info@
grossglockner.at 
 
Zell am See: www.zellamsee-
kaprun.com/en, welcome@
zellamsee-kaprun.com 
 
Heiligenblut: www.heiligenblut.at/
en.aspx, office@heiligenblut.at

 
Lienz: www.stadt-lienz.at, 
rathaus@stadt-lienz.at

 
Bad Gastein: www.gastein.com/en, 
info@gastein.com

 
Driving distances to Zell am See:

Salzburg  79 km/49 mi 
Innsbruck 154 km/96 mi 
Munich     181 km/113 mi 
Vienna     375 km/233 mi
Zürich  418 km/260 mi

Grossglockner Basics
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http://www.viamichelin.com
http://www.travelessentials.com
http://maps.google.com
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Winter airfares to Europe

Lowest Fares - Best Service

 

Best fares on Lufthansa, Delta, United, British 
Air, USAir, Air Berlin, Condor, Swiss, etc.

IMPORTANT:  Fares are round trip to Germany for 
low-season travel and include tax & fuel surcharge. 
Call for a to-the-penny quote or get an e-mail 
quote at www.gemut.com Cars also available in most      

European countries

• Upgrades through 12/31/2012. Discounts for longer 
rentals. All rates quoted in this ad are subject to 
change without notice but lock-in at booking. Rates 
based on one-week booking. Rates include Value 
Added Tax, unlimited mileage, 3rd party liability ins. 
but do not include CDW, theft insurance, road tax, 
and airport fees. 

Car 1-week xtra day
Opel Corsa  $149 $21
VW Golf (w/upgrade*) $185 $26
Opel Astra (Auto) $224 $32
VW Passat (w/upgrade*) $220 $31
MBZ C180/GPS (Auto) $308 $44
Audi A4/GPS  $271 $39
MBZ C180 (w/upgrade*)   $236 $34
BMW 3 (auto/GPS) $330 $47
MBZ E200 (Auto/GPS) $607  $87
VW Touran  $293 $42
VW Golf Wagon $220 $31
VW Passat Wagon $263 $37
Audi A4 SW (GPS) $430 $61
MBZ E200 SW (Auto/GPS)  $733 $105   
Volvo V70 SW (GPS) $441  $63
VW Sharan 7-pass $399 $57
VW Minibus 9-pass $661 $94

Austria
Fiat Punto $262 $37
Ford Focus $285 $41
VW Golf (Auto) $550 $79
Mercedes B-Class  $361 $52
Skoda Octavia $424 $61
Mercedes C-Class $779 $111
Nissan SUV  $509 $73
Ford Focus Wagon $370 $53
Skoda Octavia Wagon   $458 $65 
Renault Traffic 9-Pass $933 $133

Switzerland
Opel Corsa $271 $39
Opel Astra $313 $45
Ford Focus (Auto) $456 $65
Opel Vectra  $512 $73
VW Golf Plus (Auto)  $622 $89
Ford C-Max Wagon  $541 $77
VW Golf Wagon  $427 $61
Skoda Octavia SW (auto) $632  $90 
Ford Galaxy Van $1310 $187
Renault Espace Van (auto) $1376 $197

European Auto Rental
Germany 

• Through December 31, 2012, drive a Fullsize  
Mercedes C200 (or similar) in germany for a 

week for $229, including 19% VAT

Best Current Deal

Travel MarT
www.gemut.com
A website for travelers to 
Germanic Europe

Atlanta ..........................................$993
Boston ..........................................$782
Chicago .........................................$860
Dallas ..........................................$1045
Denver ........................................$1093
Los Angeles ..................................$934
Miami ............................................$956
New York ......................................$651
Orlando .......................................$1063
Seattle ........................................$1113
San Francisco .............................$1092
Washington DC ..............................$833
Business Class  ...................$2700 to $5000
 Fares available from all  U.S. gateways

Gemütlichkeit's
Trip Planning &  
Booking Service 

• Hotel Bookings

• Hotel/Restaurant Recommendations 

• Backroads Itineraries

• Self-Guided Auto/Rail Tours

Ask about our individually 
tailored 14-day “Great Little 
Hotels & Restaurants of 
Germany” auto tours

800-521-6722

Your Berlin Headquarters

Hotel Art Nouveau
K'Damm & Savignyplatz neighborhood 
Many fine shops & small restaurants 

Mention Gemütlichkeit for 10% discount 
Editor's choice

Tel.+49.30.3277440, Fax +49.30.32774440
Email: info@hotelartnouveau.de
web: www.hotelartnouveau.de

Travel shopping is easy at www.gemut.
com. You can now book hotels, purchase 
rail passes and point-to-point rail tickets, 
buy travel insurance, and request quotes 
on transatlantic airline tickets and rental 
cars. Secure, one-stop European travel 
shopping at www.gemut.com

Book European Travel

I-1GEMÜTLICHKEIT Advertising Supplement September 2009

800-521-6722
Low season air to Europe...

Oct. 26-Dec. 10,  Dec . 25-Mar. 25

Consolidator Air Fares
Best  fares on  Lufthansa, American, Delta, United,

British Air, LTU, Northwest, Swiss, etc.

IMPORTANT: Fares are  round trip to Germany  for
mid-week travel and do not  include tax, fees, & fuel
surcharge. Call for a to-the-penny quote or get

an email quote at www.gemut.com

800.521.6722
Cars also available in most

European countries

• Upgrades through 10/31/09. Discounts for longer rent-
als. All rates quoted in this ad are as of 8/9/09, subject
to change without notice but lock-in at booking. Rates
based on one-week booking . Rates include unlimited mile-
age, 3rd party liability ins. but do not Include vaT, CDW,
theft insurance, road tax, and airport fees.

Car 1-week xtra day
Opel Corsa with air $204 $29

VW Golf (w/upgrade*) $205 $29

Opel Astra (Auto) $344 $48

VW Passat (w/upgrade*) $246 $35

VW Passat  (Auto) $363 $52

Audi A4 $343 $49

MBZ C180 (w/upgrade*) $267 $38

MBZ C180 (auto/GPS) $378 $54

MBZ E200 (Auto/GPS) $473 $68

VW Touran $327 $47

VW Golf SW $268 $38

VW Passat SW $319 $46

Audi A4 SW (GPS) $343 $49

BMW 530 SW (Auto/GPS) $586 $84

Volvo V70 SW (GPS) $394  $56

VW Sharan 7-pass $637 $91

VW Minibus 9-pass $637 $91

European Auto Rental
Germany

(Partial Vehicle List)

800-521-6722

• Through October 31, drive a Fullsize
Mercedes C200 in germany for a week for

$317, including 19% VAT. two-weeks is $570.

Best Current Deal

TRAVEL MART
www.gemut.com
A website for travelers to
Germanic Europe

Atlanta ............................. $411
Boston .............................. $356
Chicago ............................ $412
Dallas .............................. $406
Denver ............................. $434
Los Angeles ....................... $462
Miami ............................... $412
New York .......................... $312
Orlando ............................ $412
Seattle ............................. $462
San Francisco .................... $462
Washington DC ................... $362
Business Class ........... $2700 to $4000

 Fares available from all  U.S. gateways.

l hl

Gemütlichkeit's
Trip Planning &
Booking Service

• Hotel Bookings
• Hotel/Restaurant Recommendations
• Backroads Itineraries
• Self-Guided Auto/Rail Tours

800-521-6722

Your Berlin HeadquartersYour Berlin HeadquartersYour Berlin HeadquartersYour Berlin HeadquartersYour Berlin Headquarters

Hotel Art NouveauHotel Art NouveauHotel Art NouveauHotel Art NouveauHotel Art Nouveau
✴☛✭❊◗◗�✡�✼❊�❑❘❚�❊�❘��❑�❋❙�❙❙❍

❘�❊�◗❊❘�❏�❘���❙❚�❊❘❍�◗❊����❊❊❘✒
✶�❘�❙❘�Gemütlichkeit ❏❙�✕✔✠�❍��❙❘

✮❍�❙☛���❙���✒
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Travel shopping is easy at www.gemut.com
You can now book hotels, purchase rail
passes and point-to-point rail tickets, buy
travel insurance, and request quotes on
transatlantic airline tickets and rental
cars. Secure, one-stop European travel
shopping at www.gemut.com

Book European Travel

Hotel Schloss BergHotel Schloss BergHotel Schloss BergHotel Schloss BergHotel Schloss Berg
• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake

• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View

• Easy Access to Oktoberfest• Easy Access to Oktoberfest• Easy Access to Oktoberfest• Easy Access to Oktoberfest• Easy Access to Oktoberfest

• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office

Hotel magnificently situated on Lakeside
surrounded by elegant villas, manor houses,
castles, and Germany's most beautiful
countryside. Friendly, English-speaking staff.
Moderate affordable rates include sumptuous
buffet breakfast, tax and service. Free
bicycles, large rooms with private outside
terraces. Complimentary beer or wine with
lunch or dinner orders in our Lakeside
Dining Room and Pub. Ask about
Gemütlichkeit senior citizen rebate.

Rapid Rail into Munich every 20 minutes.
Lake cruise ships stop at our dock, close to
Bavarian Castles and Austria.

USA Reservations OfficeUSA Reservations OfficeUSA Reservations OfficeUSA Reservations OfficeUSA Reservations Office

Toll Free: 866-833-1251Toll Free: 866-833-1251Toll Free: 866-833-1251Toll Free: 866-833-1251Toll Free: 866-833-1251

BOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFESTBOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFESTBOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFESTBOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFESTBOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFEST

800-521-6722

Book Hotels Online 
www.gemut.com
. Three-star-plus hotels from:
Baden-Baden  ................... €71 
Berlin  .............................. €49
Frankfurt Airport  ............. €53
Garmisch-Partenkirchen  ..... €75 
Munich  ............................ €41
Munich Airport ................ €59
Wiesbaden ........................ €58
Graz .................................. €59
Salzburg  .......................... €49
Steyr  ................................ €68
Vienna  ............................. €34       
Vienna Airport ................. €50
Grindelwald ..................... CHF100
Interlaken ......................... CHF120
Lucerne  ........................... CHF115
Zürich  .............................. CHF115
Zürich Airport .................. CHF149

http://www.gemut.com
http://www.hotelartnouveau.de
http://www.gemut.com


TSA-Approved , our Triple Security 
Cable Lock not only locks your bag

tight - with the longer of its two cables, 
it protects itself from clumsy TSA agents

by locking TO your bag. It’s also great
for securing luggage to stationary objects!

$12.$12.56 (Reg.$13.95)

Eagle Creek Ease - It’s the latest from
the greatest & includes both two-wheeled 

and four-wheeled uprights, rolling
duffels, a rolling tote, garment bags, 

a rolling brief case, and more - 
all with Eagle Creek’s amazing 

“No Mat“No Matter What” Warranty. 

$112.50 - $405
(Reg. $125- $450)

NEW Lightweight
& Expandable Luggage

The Lock the TSA Can’t Lose!

Wash Your
Clothes

Anywhere!
Handy packets

of Woolite laundry 
detergent so you

ccan have clean clothes 
for the whole trip! 

(10 pack)

$5.36

(Reg. $5.95)

Prevent Leg
Swelling  &
Discomfort

TravelSox offer comfortable,
yet firm compression to

protect against  blood clots
and pain on long flightand pain on long flights.

$26.95

(Reg. $29.95)

Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) chips are
becoming more commonplace in credit cards
and passports. Our collection of RFID Blocking 
wallets, pouches, passport covers and organizers 
block RFID signals and keep your personal info
safe. 

$5.35 - $26.99 (Reg. $5.95 - $29.99)

Stop Electronic
ID Theft!

$62.95

(Reg. $69.95)

    Protect Your Valuables
    The CitySafe 200 travel purse offers a host of safety 
 features, including:

Slash-proof strap
& side panels.
Tamper-proof

zipper.
Snatch-proof
anchor clip.

        Plus, all the internal organization you’ll need for 
   cameras, cell phones, umbrellas, guide books and more!.

Squeezable and packable,
GoToob travel bottles
are easy to fill and
come in three carry-on 
approved sizes. 

Three packs starting
at $16.16 (Reg. $17.95)

$6.25 - $8.55

(Reg. $6.95 - $9.50)

1.25 oz 2 oz 3 oz

Finally, a Leak-Proof
Travel Bottle!

Producing quality maps and
guide books since 1900, Michelin’s
detail and accuracy make these
maps excellent for driving the
back roads of Europe.

$11.65

((Reg. $12.95)

Lost in Europe? Not
With A Michelin Map!



Get the latest rail Prices at Gemut.com 

EURAILPASS   1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
15 consecutive days     $750 $638 $489    
21 consecutive days        $967 $823 $630
1 month                          $1191 $1014 $776
2 months                   $1680 $1429 $1094
3 months                  $2073 $1763 $1349
EURAIL FLEXIPASS    1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
10 days in 2 months   $885 $753 $576 
15 days in 2 months   $1161 $988 $756

EURAIL SELECTPASS 
   3 adjoining countries 1 Adult  Saver* Youth
       1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
5 days in 2 months  $475 $404 $310
6 days in 2 months  $524 $447 $342
8 days in 2 months $620 $527 $404
10 days in 2 months $718 $611 $468
   4 adjoining countries 1 Adult  Saver* Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
5 days in 2 months  $531 $452 $347
6 days in 2 months $580 $494 $378
8 days in 2 months $651 $575 $440
10 days in 2 months $772 $657 $503
   5 adjoining countries 1 Adult  Saver* Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
5 days in 2 months  $585 $498 $381
6 days in 2 months $634 $539 $414
8 days in 2 months $731 $622 $476
10 days in 2 months $824 $701 $537 
15 days in 2 months   $1045 $889 $681
AUSTRIAN RAILPASS 
 1st Cl 2nd Cl Child 1st Child 2nd 
            3 days in 1 month $236 $166 $120 $85
Avg Extra Rail Day (5 max.)  $27 $19 $14 $9

AUSTRIA-CzECh PASS
 Adult   Saver*    Youth 
 1st Cl   1st Cl       2nd Cl  
4 days in 2 months    $264 $225 $173 
Avg Extra Rail Day (6 max.)    $ 36 $ 30 $ 23

CzECh-GERMANY PASS  1 Adult Saver* Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
5 days in 2 months $415 $342 $340 $293 $293
6 days in 2 months $463 $380 $378 $324 $324
8 days in 2 months $537 $447 $445 $388 $388
10 days in 2 months $618 $517 $515 $450 $450

EUROPEAN EAST PASS 
Austria, Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Slovakia
5 days in 1 month                              $315 (1Cl)   $217 (2Cl)
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)                $38   $32

FRANCE RAlL PASS  Adults  Senior Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  1st Cl   2nd Cl
3 days in 1 month $291 $235 $254 $209 $177
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)  $ 43  $37 $37 $ 31 $27

FRANCE SAVER PASS   2 Adults*
  1st  Cl   2nd Cl 
3 days in 1 month  $248 $202 
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)   $ 37 $ 31

FRANCE-ITALY PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $401 $343 $343 $293 $261
5 days in 2 months $447 $382 $382 $324   $293        
6 days in 2 months $493 $420 $420 $356 $321
7 days  in 2 months $540 $461 $461 $393 $351
8 days  in 2 months $590 $501 $501 $426 $382
9 days  in 2 months $634 $539 $539 $458 $413
10 days in 2 months $680 $578 $578 $491 $443
FRANCE-SwITzERLANd PASS 
 1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st  Cl.    1st Cl  2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $426 $363 $301
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)  $ 46 $40 $33
GERMAN RAILPASS 
 1 Adult  Youth Twin Pass*
 1st Cl.  2nd Cl.  2nd Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
3 days in 1 month $344 $263 $210 $265 $194
Avg. Extra Rail Day (7) $ 42 $28 $15 $29 $21   

AUSTRIA-GERMANY PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
5 days in 2 months $424 $366 $366 $312 $313
6 days in 2 months $467 $399 $399 $343 $343
8 days  in 2 months $556 $475 $475 $409 $410
10 days in 2 months $648 $551 $551 $475 $474

GERMANY-BENELUX PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
5 days in 1 month $445 $336 $336 $272 $272
Avg. Extra Rail Day (5 max.)  $46 $35 $36 $27 $27

GERMANY-FRANCE PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $429 $388 $388 $351 $301
5 days in 2 months $475 $428 $428 $386 $332
6 days in 2 months $520 $469 $469 $416 $367
8 days  in 2 months $609 $550 $550 $478 $429
10 days in 2 months $699 $631 $631 $550 $496
GERMANY-SwITzERLANd PASS
 1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st  Cl.  1st Cl  2nd Cl
5 days in 2 months $453 $386 $318
6 days in 2 months $499 $424 $351
8 days in 2 months $588 $504 $415
10 days in 2 months $680 $582 $478
ITALY RAIL PASS
 1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
3 days in 2 months $279 $228 $239 $196 $186
Avg Extra Rail Day $33 $27 $28 $23 $22
AUSTRIA-SwITzERLANd PASS 
 Adults  Saver* Youth
 1st Cl  1st Cl   2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $404 $344 $284
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)  $ 44  $38 $31

SwISS SAVERPASS & SwISS PASS
 1 Adult Saver* Youth
 1st     2nd    1st 2nd 1st 2nd
 Class   Class   Class Class Class Class 
4 consec. days  $493 $308 $417 $262 $370 $231
8 consec. days   $711 $445 $604 $377 $533 $334
15 consec. days  $862 $538 $732 $458 $647  $404
22 consec. days  $993 $620 $844 $529 $744 $466
1 month $1093 $683 $930 $581 $821 $513
SwISS SAVER FLEXIPASS & SwISS FLEXIPASS  
 2 or more Adults*    1 Adult
 1st   2nd  1st 2nd
 Class  Class  Class  Class
3 days in 1 month  $399 $251 $470 $294
4 days in 1 month  $486 $303 $570 $356
5 days in 1 month  $561 $351 $659 $412
6 days in 1 month  $637 $398 $751 $469
SwISS CARd 
1 month - 1 round trip                       $319 (1-Cl)  $216 (2-Cl)
plus 50% discount on rail tickets 
SwISS TRANSFER TICKET
1 month - 1 round trip                       $241 (1-Cl)  $151 (2-Cl)

TERMS & CONdITIONS: Prices on this page sub-
ject to change. Canceled orders refunded 85% of 
total charge. Handling fee for cancels is $25.

Special Considerations (Specify countries for countries 
chosen for Selectpass, additional rail days, etc.)

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

Method of Payment  (Visa   MC   AmEx  Diners)

Card #:__________________________Exp. Date_________Est. total amount: $_______

Name ________________________________________

Street________________________________________   

City__________________ State____ Zip____________

Daytime Phone_____________U.S. Depart. Date_______

Order online at 
gemut.raileuorpe.com 
or phone 800-521-6722 Fax form to 541-488-8468 or mail to: 

288 Ridge Road, Ashland OR 97520

(*Prices per person, based on two or more traveling together at all 
times. **Junior & Youth fares apply only to passengers under 26. 
Where senior fares are offered, 60 is qualifying age. Children 4-11 pay 
half the adult fare including Saverpass fares except Switzerland where 
kids under 16 travel free with a parent.)

BUYING RAIL PASSES IN 2012
Because of currency fluctuation, pass 
prices change frequently. Prices listed 
here are approximations. At www.
gemut.raileuorpe.com you can se-
curely buy the listed passes, as well as 
many others, plus book individual tick-
ets. Or, for current prices, and to place 
a rail pass order, call 800-521-6722x3. 
We also book city-to-city tickets by 
phone but charge a service fee. For Eu-
ropean timetables go to www.bahn.de. 

Product  # days  1st/2nd Class  Circle one  Passenger Name    (First and Last as on Passport)  Country of Residence  Price

IMPORTANT NOTE ABOUT PRICES: The US dollar prices on this page are 
based on the euro and are subject to change with currency fluctuation. Pass 
orders will be processed in dollars, but amounts charged may vary from 
prices shown on this page.

Mr./Mrs.

Mr./Mrs.

Mr./Mrs.

Mr./Mrs.

http://gemut.raileurope.com/index.html
http://gemut.raileurope.com/index.html
http://gemut.raileurope.com/index.html
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Gemütlichkeit Special OfferGemütlichkeit Special OfferGemütlichkeit Special OfferGemütlichkeit Special OfferGemütlichkeit Special Offer

Subscriber Discounts On ����Subscriber Discounts On ����Subscriber Discounts On ����Subscriber Discounts On ����Subscriber Discounts On ����

European River CruisesEuropean River CruisesEuropean River CruisesEuropean River CruisesEuropean River Cruises

Choose from dozens of itineraries and sailings� Here are just a few:

ENCHANTING DANUBEENCHANTING DANUBEENCHANTING DANUBEENCHANTING DANUBEENCHANTING DANUBE

� days� Budapest to Passau� From ����

DANUBE DISCOVERYDANUBE DISCOVERYDANUBE DISCOVERYDANUBE DISCOVERYDANUBE DISCOVERY

� days� Vienna to Nürnberg� From ����

RHINE DISCOVERYRHINE DISCOVERYRHINE DISCOVERYRHINE DISCOVERYRHINE DISCOVERY

� days� Nürnberg to Basel� From ����

CASTLES ALONG THE RHINECASTLES ALONG THE RHINECASTLES ALONG THE RHINECASTLES ALONG THE RHINECASTLES ALONG THE RHINE

� days� Basel to Amsterdam� From ����

LEGENDARY RHINE & MOSELLEGENDARY RHINE & MOSELLEGENDARY RHINE & MOSELLEGENDARY RHINE & MOSELLEGENDARY RHINE & MOSEL

�� days� Amsterdam to Basel� From ����

EUROPEAN JEWELSEUROPEAN JEWELSEUROPEAN JEWELSEUROPEAN JEWELSEUROPEAN JEWELS

�� days� Buapest to Amsterdam� From ����

EUROPEAN SERERANDEEUROPEAN SERERANDEEUROPEAN SERERANDEEUROPEAN SERERANDEEUROPEAN SERERANDE

�� days� Vienna to Amsterdam� From ����

EASTERN EUROPE EXPLOREREASTERN EUROPE EXPLOREREASTERN EUROPE EXPLOREREASTERN EUROPE EXPLOREREASTERN EUROPE EXPLORER

�� days� Vienna to Bucharest� From ����

PARIS & EUROPEAN RIVER ROMANCEPARIS & EUROPEAN RIVER ROMANCEPARIS & EUROPEAN RIVER ROMANCEPARIS & EUROPEAN RIVER ROMANCEPARIS & EUROPEAN RIVER ROMANCE

�� days� Paris to Nürnberg� From ����

PARIS & THE HEART OF EUROPEPARIS & THE HEART OF EUROPEPARIS & THE HEART OF EUROPEPARIS & THE HEART OF EUROPEPARIS & THE HEART OF EUROPE

�� days� Paris to Vienna� From ����

GRAND EUROPEAN DISCOVERYGRAND EUROPEAN DISCOVERYGRAND EUROPEAN DISCOVERYGRAND EUROPEAN DISCOVERYGRAND EUROPEAN DISCOVERY

�� days� Basel to Vienna� From ����

GRAND EUROPEAN SERERANDEGRAND EUROPEAN SERERANDEGRAND EUROPEAN SERERANDEGRAND EUROPEAN SERERANDEGRAND EUROPEAN SERERANDE

�� days� Amsterdam to Bucharest� From ����

GRAND EUROPEAN EXPLORERGRAND EUROPEAN EXPLORERGRAND EUROPEAN EXPLORERGRAND EUROPEAN EXPLORERGRAND EUROPEAN EXPLORER

�� days� Basel to Bucharest� From ����

For free video and catalog� or to book space� phone For free video and catalog� or to book space� phone For free video and catalog� or to book space� phone For free video and catalog� or to book space� phone For free video and catalog� or to book space� phone GemütlichkeitGemütlichkeitGemütlichkeitGemütlichkeitGemütlichkeit

������������� ������������� ������������� ������������� ������������� press option �press option �press option �press option �press option �

When you sail with UniworldWhen you sail with UniworldWhen you sail with UniworldWhen you sail with UniworldWhen you sail with Uniworld

• Shore excursions included

• Non�smoking ships

• English language only

• Unpack only once

• Most deluxe ships in Europe

• Europe’s youngest fleet

• Email available � stay in touch

• Small ship ambiance (��� to ��� guests)

• Hotel�style beds

• Terry cloth robes

• Satellite TV in cabins

• Fitness Center

Early booking

discounts as much

as $900 per

couple

Some 2 for 1 deals on

bookings prior to

August 31, 2009

Gemütlichkeit Special Offer   
Subscriber Discounts On  
2013 River Cruises 
Choose from dozens of itineraries and sailings. Here are just a few:

Big savings for early Booking These 2013 cruises

vENICE & tHE PO RIvER - New for 2013
      8 days, Venice to Venice. From $2899*

SLENDORS OF ItALY - New for 2013
 13 days, Venice to Rome. From $5499**

LEGENDARY RHINE & MOSEL
 13 days, Amsterdam to Basel. From $4199***

EuROPEAN SERENADE
 13 days, Vienna to Amsterdam. From $4399***

GRAND DANuBE & PRAGuE 
 17 days, Prague to Belgrade. From $5899*** 
     
   GRAND EuROPEAN RIvER vOYAGE 
 27 days, Amsterdam to Istanbul. From $9299****

GRAND EuROPEAN HIGHLIGHtS 
 22 days, Belgrade to Basel. From $7899****

ENCHANtING CHRIStMAS AND NEw YEAR’S CRuISE 
 11 days, Passau to Budapest. From $3499* 
 
 

(*  $800 per couple in select categories if paid in full at the time of booking - Early Booking Discount)
(**  $1200 per couple in select categories if paid in full at the time of booking - Early Booking Discount)
(***  $1600 per couple in select categories if paid in full at the time of booking - Early Booking Discount)
(****$2000 per couple in select categories if paid in full at the time of booking - Early Booking Discount)

When you sail with Uniworld
• Excursions included
• Non-smoking ships
• English language only
• unpack only once
• Most deluxe ships in Europe
• Europe’s youngest fleet

For free catalog or to book space phone Gemütlichkeit 

          800-521-6722 x 2

Additional Discounts 

for Gemut readers

• Email available - stay in touch
• Small ship ambiance (100 to 138 guests)
• Hotel-style beds
• terrycloth robes
• Satellite tv in cabins
• Fitness Center
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After you’ve seen the old town, 
a logical first outing is a brief drive 
west to visit Bruck Castle, which rests 
on a wooded hill above the valley. 
Here you’ll find the eerie, war-themed 
paintings of Egger-Lienz, the town’s 
most famous artist, and a Gothic cha-
pel that houses original frescos from 
the 15th century. 

Back in town, visit the parish 
church of St. Andrä, whose wall paint-
ings were revealed in a 1968 renova-
tion. The city operates two modern 
cable cars that carry visitors to spec-
tacular views some 6,000 feet above 
the valley floor. 

An outdoor destination favored by 
locals is nearby Tristacher Lake, with 
golf, tennis, and walking trails.

Also close is Aguntum, a 1st centu-
ry Roman settlement. Guided tours are 
available June 1 through October 30. 

Lienz Hotel/Restaurant: A num-
ber of hotels can be found in the town 
center, but our recommended head-
quarters is on the north side of the Isel 
River, Hotel Ansitz Haidenhof This 
traditional, frescoes-on-white-stucco 
Austrian country chalet, with bright 
flowers spilling from wooden balco-
nies, is a five-minute walk from the 
base of the Zettersfeld cable car and 
close to St. Andrä church. Some rooms 
offer sweeping views over a lush field 
to the town center and the rugged, 
snow-capped Dolomites beyond. Its 
common spaces offer cozy nooks for 
sitting, reading, or sipping a beverage. 

In warm weather, dining is out-
doors on a spacious deck. We especial-
ly like the Haidenhof’s scenic, remote 
location, and quality service. Double 
rooms start at €120, but in the tradition 
of Austrian country hotels, the price 
includes breakfast, a soup and salad 
bar lunch, afternoon snack, and a four-
course dinner.

Haidenhof Gasthof Hotel, Grafen-
dorfstrasse 12, A-9900 Lienz, tel. 
+43/04852/62440, info@haidenhof.at, 
www.haidenhof.at.

Bad Gastein
Another option for the overnight 

following your Grossglockner drive, is 
Bad Gastein, once a favored spa desti-

nation of European royalty. 

From Heilligenblut, continue on 
road #107 to Winklern, bearing east 
there onto #106. Just before Obervel-
lach, turn left on Mallnitzstrasse, road 
#105. From there it’s north to Mallntiz 
where you will drive the car onto the 
train for the ride through the Tauern 
Tunnel. Trains leave at 10 minutes 
before the hour from early morning to 
10:50 pm. Travel time is about 12 min-
utes and the price per car currently is 
€17. Total travel time from Heligenblut 
to Bad Gastein—not counting a likely 
wait for the next train—should be less 
than two hours.

Once in Bad Gastein, you’ll quickly 
understand what it was that attracted 
kings and queens. Its remote setting, 
hanging a few hundred feet above the 
Gasteiner Valley floor, perched along 
the curve of the valley’s end, is enor-
mously appealing. The main street is 
thus in the shape of a horseshoe. In 
the town center, crashing through the 
middle of that horseshoe, is a waterfall 
that blasts its way wildly down the 
steep hillside. Continue around the 
horseshoe and the road becomes the 
Kaiser-Wilhelm Promenade, a wide, 
flat walking path that meanders past 
hotels, shops and crumbling Belle 
époque buildings. 

Starting in the mid-19th century, a 
number of large, elegant hotels were 
built here and for several decades this 
remote town was one of Europe’s most 
popular spas. These days the best ho-
tels are smaller and less in the “grand” 
style, but the prospect of better health 
is still a major attraction. Many hotels 
have direct connections to the hot 
springs. 

If you’re looking for action, Bad 
Gastein is not the place. But if relax-
ing in a peaceful, beautiful setting 
appeals —think long walks and good 
books—you may become a regular.

Bad Gastein Hotel/Restaurant: Our 
recommended stop here is a bit higher 
on the price scale than other hotels 
mentioned in this story, but worth the 
small splurge. Stroll around the Kaiser 
Wilhelm Promenade near the end of 
the “horseshoe” and you’ll find Haus 
Hirt, a wonderfully comfortable, quiet 
little retreat spread across the hillside 

with great views over the Gasteiner 
Valley. 

Though no more than a 10-minute 
walk from the center, Hirt feels like 
being deep in the countryside. 

The hotel has spa and cure facilities 
and in the morning guests can partici-
pate in yoga and group exercise.

As with most Austrian country 
hotels, rates include breakfast, lunch, 
snacks, dinner, and a variety of guest 
activities. Double rooms start at €140. 
What a great spot to relax and recover 
for a week, something a couple can do 
for as little as €1,046. 

Haus Hirt, An der Kaiserprom-
enade, A-5640 Bad Gastein, tel. 
+043/06434 27 97, info@haus-hirt.
com, www.haus-hirt.com 

informative exhibits cover all aspects 
of bread—from the planting, harvest-
ing, storing, and milling of grains, to 
the making and selling of bread and 
other bakery products, to the social is-
sues associated with famine and hun-
ger. Among the displays are a full-size 
replica of a German bakery from 1900; 
posters, paintings, prints, and pho-
tographs related to bread; beautiful 
hand-carved wooden rolling pins and 
cookie molds; fluted pastry cutters and 
19th-century copper cake molds; plus 
a collection of beer steins dating from 
the 1600s to the 1900s, decorated with 
pretzel motifs, the traditional symbol 
of the bakers’ guilds in Europe. A mu-
seum with something for everyone, 
from historians to home cooks. (Mu-
seum der Brotkultur, Salzstadelgasse 
10, D-89073 Ulm, www.museum-
brotkultur.de)   

Bread is presented in a different 
way at the European Bread Museum 
of Ebergötzen in Lower Saxony. This 
rural open-air museum has several 
historic buildings housing the many 
exhibits, including a windmill and a 
water mill, as well as old-fashioned 
bread ovens where baking demon-
strations and tastings are given. (Eu-
ropäisches Brotmuseum, Göttinger 
Strasse 7, D-37136 Ebergötzen, www.
brotmuseum.de)

GERmANy’S FOOD mUSEUmS 
Continued from page 1
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To learn more about pastry and 
confection making in Germany’s 
Franconia region, head to the little 
Kitzingen Conditorei-Museum 
located above the the Rösner Back-
stube, a modern Bäckerei-Conditorei 
in a 16-century half-timbered house 
in Kitzingen’s downtown pedes-
trian zone. Dozens of artifacts from 
a private collection are displayed in 
24 glass cases—including intricately 
carved wooden molds for shaping 
Lebkuchen, Springerle, and Spekulatius 
cookies; rolling pins and cookie cut-
ters; marzipan, chocolate, and ice 
cream molds, as well as special molds 
for baking Easter lamb cakes. Exhib-
its include a completely white, scale 
model of a Baroque castle and garden, 
made out of meringue, and an 18th-
century-style table decoration of an 
ornate temple-fountain, constructed 
from a mixture of sugar, gelatin, and 
water. (Conditorei-Museum Kitzingen, 
Marktstrasse 26, D-97318 Kitzingen, 
www.conditorei-museum.de)  

The Sugar Museum in Berlin’s 
suburb of Wedding is devoted to 
the history and technology of sug-
ar—where it comes from, how it’s 
produced, and how it’s used, from 
sweetening foods to making alcohol. 
This scientific museum, established 
in 1904, is part of the German Mu-
seum of Technology and sponsors 
interesting special exhibitions in ad-
dition to its permanent collection of 
artifacts related to many aspects of this 
seductive sweet. (Zucker-Museum, 
Amrumer Strasse 32, D-13353 Berlin-
Wedding, www.sdtb.de/Zucker-
Museum.6.0.html)

Let your sweet tooth lead you to 
eveyone’s favorite, the Chocolate Mu-
seum in Cologne. In this modern steel-
and-glass building on the banks of the 
Rhine River, you can smell, touch, 
and taste one of the most beloved con-
fections in Europe. First, visit the mu-
seum’s greenhouse to see cacao trees 
growing in a tropical environment, 
then learn how chocolate is processed 
from cocoa beans to candy bars. Watch 
chocolate bars being produced in a 
mini-factory, and dip into a 10-feet-
high chocolate fountain for a taste. 
Chocoholics will also flock to the mu-
seum’s cafe, with its chocolate drinks 

and chocolate cakes on the menu, and 
to the well-stocked candy store on the 
ground floor, where you’ll be tempted 
to load up your basket with more 
tempting treats. (Imhoff Schokoladen-
museum, Am Schokoladenmuseum 1, 
D-50678 Köln, www.chocolatemuse-
um-cologne.com)

Chocolate fanatics might also 
want to visit the Halloren Chocolate 
Museum in the Halloren Chocolate 
Factory in Halle, Saxony-Anhalt, 
which claims to be the oldest choco-
late factory in Germany, dating from 
1804. This museum’s exhibits include 
a full-size, furnished room made from 
thousands of pounds of chocolate and 
marzipan, surely one of the wonders 
of the confectionery world. (Halloren 
Schokoladenmuseum, Halloren Scho-
koladenfabrik, AG, Delitzscher Strasse 
70, D-06112 Halle, www.halloren.de/
marke/schokoladenmuseum.php)

Marzipan munchers will love 
both of Lübeck’s marzipan muse-
ums, where samples of this popular 
almond-paste confection can be found 
on the same premises as the exhibits. 
On the second floor of the elegant 
Konditorei-Café Niederegger, a small 
museum presents the history of mar-
zipan-making in Lübeck, along with 
demonstrations on marzipan shap-
ing, that enables the visitor to better 
appreciate what goes into producing 
the 300 types of irresistible marzipan 
confections for sale in the shop below. 
(Konditorei-Café Niederegger, Bre-
itstrasse 89, D-23552 Lübeck, www.
niederegger.de)  

Leu’s Marzipan-Speicher (Marzi-
pan Warehouse), located in a historic 
old warehouse on Lübeck’s water-
front, is another large confection store 
and marzipan museum. It is full of 
almond-paste treats and an unusual 
exhibition of large marzipan sculp-
tures. Several times eack week Leu’s 
also features a twice-daily “Marzipan-
Show” that covers the history of 
marzipan-making in Lübeck and the 
various stages in its manufacture. 
(Lübecker Marzipan-Speicher, An der 
Untertrave 98, D-23552 Lübeck, www.
marzipanland.de/eng.html)

Though potatoes may seem pro-
saic, you might change your mind 

after visiting the Potato Museum 
in Munich. This small but rich and 
varied collection of art and artifacts 
relating to the humble tuber docu-
ments the potato’s remarkable history, 
from subsistence farming in the high 
Andes Mountains 4,000 years ago 
to modern food-processing factories 
around the world today. Located in 
eight rooms on the ground floor of a 
high-rise office building in a Munich 
industrial park, this private museum is 
the project of a non-profit foundation 
established by a family active in the 
German food industry for 400 years, 
including the manufacture of contem-
porary Pfanni-brand food products. 
The museum features exhibits on the 
early history of the potato; the variet-
ies, cultivation, harvesting, and con-
suming of potatoes; several excellent 
botanical drawings and oil paintings 
by renowned artists; prints, posters, 
and other artifacts showing potatoes 
being sold in open-air markets, pre-

pared in kitchens, rationed in wartime, 
and portrayed in modern graphics. Po-
tatoes are also shown as a component 
of other products, from soap to body 
powder, cosmetics to candles, distilled 
liquors to packing materials. And 
connoisseurs of kitsch will be drawn 
to the display of non-food products 
with potato motifs: clocks, beer mugs, 
playing cards, platters, towels and 
aprons, a golf ball and baseball cap, 
even a brown plastic potato-shaped 
telephone. (Das Kartoffelmuseum, 
Stiftung Otto Eckart, Grafinger Strasse 
2, D-81671 Munich, www.kartoffel-
museum.de)   

What could be more German 
than Currywurst: chunks of sausage 
slathered with a sauce based on the 
same ingredients as Anglo-American 
tomato ketchup spiced up with Eng-
lish Worcestershire sauce, Hungarian 
paprika, and Indian-inspired curry 
powder (by way of Britain), served 
with French fries on the side? From 

This museum’s exhibits in-
clude a full-size, furnished room 
made from thousands of pounds 
of chocolate and marzipan, surely 
one of the wonders of the confec-
tionery world.
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its humble origin as a street food in 
the country’s war-torn capital, Cur-
rywurst has risen to culinary cult sta-
tus in Germany, even rating its own 
museum. That’s right: a Currywurst 
Museum opened in Berlin in 2009, on 
the dish’s 60th birthday, with displays 
on everything you always wanted to 
know about Currywurst (but didn’t 
know you cared enough to ask). Ex-
hibits showcase several varieties of 
Currywurst, from the original, classic 
West Berlin version to variations pre-
ferred in other regions of Germany. 
The “Luxus” version (“for those very 
special moments in life”) is a prime 
example of Berlin ironic humor: a 
whole sausage with a piece of gold 
leaf draped over the top, surrounded 
by a pool of Currywurst sauce on a 
white china plate and accompanied 
by a glass of Sekt, German sparkling 
wine. (Deutsches Currywurst Mu-
seum, Schützenstrasse 70, D-10117 
Berlin, close to historic Checkpoint 
Charlie; www.currywurstmuseum.de)

Your eyes will pig out on pork at 
one of Germany’s newest food reposi-
tories, the Pig Museum in Stuttgart. 
Opened in 2010 in a former abattoir, 
it claims to be the largest “Schweine-
Museum” in the world. Twenty-five 
rooms of displays cover all aspects of 
this edible animal, from nose to tail, 
from art to artifacts, from the his-
tory of swine to pork paraphernalia. 
After looking at all 14,000 pieces of 
porkery, dine at the museum’s res-
taurant, where Schwein is featured on 
the menu. (Schweine-Museum, Alter 
Schlachthof Stuttgart, Schlachthof-
strasse 21, D-70188 Stuttgart, www.
schlachthof-stuttgart.de, www.sch-
weinemuseum.de) 

Balance out all those meats, 
starches, and sweets with a visit to 
the European Asparagus Museum 
in Schrobenhausen, part of a major 
asparagus-growing region about 20 
miles northeast of Augsburg. Three 
floors of a 15th-century tower in the 
old town walls are devoted to this 
tasty vegetable, from its cultivation 
to its gastronomic and medicinal uses 
to its depiction in decorative arts, 
literature, and advertising. Whether 
your preference is green asparagus or 

white, this little museum will whet 
your appetite for a big serving of it. 
(Europäisches Spargelmuseum, Len-
bachplatz 18, D-86529 Schrobenhau-
sen, http://museen-schrobenhausen.
byseum.de/de/spargelmuseum)  

And if you crave more, head for 
the Lower Saxony Asparagus Mu-
seum in Nienburg/Weser. Located in 
a half-timbered thatched smokehouse 
dating from the 1630s, in Nienburg’s 
museum quarter near the historic city 
center, this exhibition focuses on both 
the agriculture and the consump-
tion of asparagus, with displays of 
farm tools and tableware related to 
the popular vegetable. (Niedersäch-
sisches Spargelmuseum, Leinstrasse 
48, D- 31582 Nienburg/Weser, www.
museum-nienburg.de)

Perk up in North Germany with 
a visit to Spicy’s Spice Museum in 
Hamburg. This small but pungent 
collection is located on the second 
floor of an old red-brick warehouse 
in Hamburg’s historic “Speicherstadt,” 
the docklands-and-warehouse dis-
trict. Crammed into the space are 
700 colorful exhibits covering five 
centuries of the spice trade, along 
with changing exhibitions and cook-
ing demonstrations (check schedule 
before you go). Visitors are encourged 
to touch, taste, and smell the spices 
in this friendly, interactive little mu-
seum. (Spicy’s Gewürzmuseum, Am 
Sandtorkai 34, D-20457 Hamburg, 
www.spicys.de/content) 

In that same part of Germany, 
one can also see the German Salt 
Museum in Lüneburg, about 30 miles 
southeast of Hamburg. Known as 
“the Salt City of the North,” Lüne-
burg was for centuries the center of 
the German salt trade, supplying 
fish-salting plants all along the Baltic 
coast. Located in the old Lüneburg 
salt works, the museum covers the 
history of salt around the world, with 
a special focus on the local salt indus-
try, from mining and processing to the 
importance of trade. Salt-boiling dem-
onstrations are given in the summer.  
(Das Deutsche Salzmuseum, Sülf-
meisterstrasse 1, D-21335 Lüneburg, 
www.salzmuseum.de)

Finally, Germany has no lack of 
interesting museums focusing on beer 
and wine, some of them connected 
with particular breweries or wineries, 
others belonging to local or regional 
governments (a complete list would 
fill a page of this publication). Take 
your pick of places to visit, depend-
ing on the part of Germany you’re in. 
And at many of these museums you 
can enjoy a taste, too:

q Bier & Oktoberfest Museum, 
Munich (Sterneckerstraße 2, D-80331 
München, www.bier-und-oktoberfest-
museum.de/english/dahoam.html)

q Maisel Brewery and Cooper-
age Museum, Bayreuth, a Guinness 
record-holder (1988) as the largest 
brewery museum in the world (Hin-
denburgstrasse 9, D-95445 Bayreuth, 
www.maisel.com/museum)

q Franconian Brewery Museum, 
Bamberg (Michelsberg 10f, D-96059 
Bamberg, www.brauereimuseum.de) 

q Brewery Museum, Dortmund 
(Steigerstrasse 16, D-44145 Dortmund, 
www.brauereimuseum.dortmund.de  

q Bavarian Brewing Museum, 
Kulmbach (Hofer Strasse 20, D-95326 
Kulmbach, www.kulmbacher-mo-
enchshof.de)

q Wheat Beer Glass Museum, 
Nürnberg, (Schupfer Strasse 39 
D-90482 Nürnberg  www.weizenglas-
museum-nuernberg.de)

q German Hops Museum, Woln-
zach (Eisenheimerstrasse 2, D-85283 
Wolnzach, www.hopfenmuseum.de)

q Wine Culture Museum, De-
idesheim (Historisches Rathaus, Mark-
tplatz, D-67146 Deidesheim, www.
weinkultur-deidesheim.de)

q Mosel Wine Museum, Bernkas-
tel-Kues (Cusanusstrasse 2, D-54470 
Bernkastel-Kues, www.moselwein-
museum.de)

q Rheingau Wine Museum, 
Rüdesheim (Rheinstrasse 2, 
Rüdesheim am Rhein, D-06722, www.
rheingauer-weinmuseum.de)

q German Wine-Making Mu-
seum, Oppenheim (Wormser Strasse 
49, D-55276 Oppenheim, www.dwb-
museum.de)
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We recommend
This listing of good value, mid-priced hotels in popular desti-
nation cities is intended for fast reference. Additional hotels 
and links to hotel websites is in the “Hotels” pages at www.
gemut.com. Hotels are arranged in price order, higher to lower. 

Berlin
Hotel art nouveau, Leibnizstr. 59, tel. +49/030/327 7440, 
info@hotelartnouveau.de, www.hotelartnouveau.de
Hotel domus, uhlandstrasse 49, Germany D-10719, tel. 
+49/030/882041, fax 882 0410,  info@hotel-domus-berlin.de

Bern
Hotel Bristol, Schauplatzgasse 10, CH-3011, tel. +41/31/311 
0101, fax 311 9479, email reception@bristolbern.ch
Hotel kreuz, Zeughausgasse 41, CH-3000, tel. +41/031/329 
9595, fax 329 95 96,  hotelkreuz@swissonline.ch

lucerne
Hotel Wilden Mann, Bahnhofstrasse 30, CH-6000 Luzern, tel. 
+41/041/2101666, fax 2101629,  mail@wilden-mann.ch 
Hotel cascada, Bundesplatz 18, CH-6003 Lucerne, tel: 
+41/041/226 80 88, fax 226 80 00, info@cascada.ch 

Munich
Hotel exquisit, Pettenkoferstr. 3, tel. +49/089/ 551 99 0, fax 
551 99 499,  info@hotel-exquisit.com. 
Hotel adria, Liebigstrasse 8a, D-80538 München, tel. 
+49/089/242 1170, e-mail: reception@adria-muenchen.de
Hotel kraft, Schillerstr. 49, tel. +49/089/594823-24, fax 550 
3856, office@kraft-hotel.com

rothenburg ob der Tauber
reichs-küchenmeister, Kirchplatz 8, Rothenburg o.d. Tau-
ber, Germany D-91541, tel. +49/09861/97 00, fax 97 04 09,  
hotel@reichskuechenmeister.com
Hotel Hornburg, Hornburgweg 28, D-91541, tel. 
+049/09861/8480, fax 5570, hotelhornburg@t-online.de, 
www.hotelhornburg.de

salzburg & environs
schloss Haunsperg , A-5411 Oberalm bei Hallein, Ham-
merstrasse 32, tel. +43/06245/80662, fax 85680,  info@
schlosshaunsperg.com
Hotel struber, Nonntaler Hauptstrasse 35, Austria A-5020 tel. 
+43/0662/843 728, fax 843 728 8,  struber@sbg.at
Hotel Jedermann, Rupertgasse 25, Austria A-5020, tel. 
+43/0662/873241-0, jedermann@salzburginfo.or.at

Vienna
Hotel römischer kaiser, Annagasse 16, A-1010, tel 
+43/01/512 77 51 0, info@rkhotel.bestwestern.
altstadt Vienna, Kirchengasse 41, tel. +43/01/526 3399-0, 
fax 523 4901,  hotel@altstadt.at, www.altstadt.at 
Pension aviano, Marco-D’Aviano-Gasse 1, tel. +43/01/512 
8330, fax 512 8330 6,  aviano@pertschy.com

Zürich
Hotel Florhof, Florhofgasse 4, Switzerland CH-8001, tel. 
41/01/261 4470, fax 261 4611,  info@florhof.ch
Hotel arlette, Stampfenbachstrasse 26, Switzerland CH-
8001, tel. +41/01/25 20 032, fax 25 20 932,  hotel.arlette@
bluwin.ch

Frankfurt airport
steigenberger esprix Hotel Frankfurt airport, Cargo 
City Süd, D-60549 , tel. +49/069/69 70 99, fax 69 70 94 44,  
frankfurt@esprix-hotels.de
Hotel Birkenhof, von-Eiff-Str 37, Hanau-Steinheim, D-63456, 
tel. +49/06181/648 80, fax 64 88 39,  info@HotelBirkenhof.
de, www.hotelbirkenhof.de (25-minuted from airport)
Hotel dreieich, Frankfurter Str. 49, Langen , D-63225, tel. 
+49/06103/91 50, fax 52 030. hotel-dreieich@gmx.de

Munich airport
daniel’s Hotel, Haupstrasse 11, Halbergmoos-Goldach, 
D-85399, tel. +49/0811/55120, fax 551213, info@hotel-
daniels.de, www.hotel-daniels.de
Hotel Hoyacker Hof, Freisinger Landstrasse 9a, D-85748 
Garching b. München, tel. +49/089/326 9900, fax 320 7243,  
info@hoyackerhof.de

Zürich airport
Mövenpick Zürich airport, Walter-Mittelholzerstrasse 8, 
CH-8152 Glattbrugg, tel. +41/01/808 88 88, fax 808 88 77,  
hotel@movenpick-zurich-airport.ch
Hotel Fly away, Marktgasse 19, Zürich-Kloten, CH-8302, tel. 
+41/01/804 4455, reservation@hotel-flyaway.ch

head but that there is no floor storage 
during takeoff and landing. It also 
informs me that though LH may mar-
ket business class seats on this plane 
as having a 180-degrees recline, the 
“lie flat” seat is actually tilted at a 165 
degree angle. The news in economy, 
relatively speaking, is a bit better. 
SeatGuru says these seats, “though 
they don’t offer the significant recline 
(113-degrees) of the lie-flat and flat-bed 
seats” they still offer “excellent” space 
and comfort. Seat pitch (legroom) and 
width is shown for each cabin class, 
and info is also provided on audio, 
video, food, and infant services and 
facilities. A must-consult website when 
booking a long flight.

• The Man in Seat61: Mark Smith, 
a former station manager for British 
Rail, has created the Internet’s most 
informative site for rail travelers. 
Though his content is worldwide in 
scope, the emphasis is on Europe. Go 
to Gemut.com to buy your rail passes 
and to bahn.de for European train 
schedules, but for “how-to” info this 
site is unmatched. For example, he 
advises travelers with children on the 
Eurostar to “book seats in cars 1 or 18 
(standard class) as these are near the 
baby-changing room, and are at each 
end of the train so have less people 
walking through them to the bar. These 
cars have lots of bays of four seats 
(with or without a table, your choice), 
which are much better for families than 
face-to-back airline-style seating.” 

Included among the dozens of 
topics and useful features are: seating 
diagrams and onboard facilities for 
most European trains; special rail info 
pages for 42 European countries; how 
to get the most out of using Europe’s 
top timetable site, bahn.de; searching 
fares and purchasing tickets at the rail 
websites of 14 European countries; on-
line rail route maps; sleeper trains; car 
trains; passengers with special needs; 
descriptions and information on the 
various European train types such 
as French TGV, German ICE, Thalys, 
RailJet, X2000, City Night Line, NTV’s 
Italo trains; and much, much more. I 
find his Glacier Express pages, for ex-
ample, more informative and in-depth, 

with more useful photos, than Glacier 
Express’s own website. 

• TripAdvisor: It’s taken me some 
time to warm to this site but it is now 
one I refer to almost daily. TA seems 
to be well past the problems of phony 
postings by friends, relatives, and 
enemies that skewed hotel ratings, 
and there are user reviews of virtually 
every hotel. I want to see what others 
are saying about the hotels we rec-
ommend. We can’t get to every hotel 
every year, and user comments at this 
site often alert us to changes. How-
ever, I still approach TA with a bit of 
skepticism and tend to discount both 
the raves and the denouncements. A 
single bad incident can color an entire 
user review and result in a negative 
post. For example, a user review from 
2006 on the Hotel Feinschmeck in 
Zell am See (see Grossglockner story, 
page three) starts, “Worst Ever! The 
owner was very rude. All they want to 
do there is rip you off...” This is obvi-
ously a revenge post to be ignored. 
A year later, another post, headlined 
“Absolutely Fantastic,” called Fein-
schmeck “brilliant.” I’ve stayed at the 
Feinschmeck and, while we recom-
mend it, brilliant it’s not. So I would 
probably disregard that over-the-top 
post as well and perhaps even suspect 
its authenticity. I suggest you look for 
comments with a more objective tone 
and ones that tell you something you 
might not otherwise find out: such as 
that church bells near the hotel ring 
every morning at 7am. 

A final caveat: in evaluating user 
reviews from all over the world, one 
must take into account cultural differ-
ences. A New Yorker’s idea of a good 
hotel may not be the same as a traveler 
from the Australian outback. Nonethe-
less, TripAdvisor is an increasingly use-
ful tool in the hotel decision process.

• Gemut.com: Our own website, 
of course. Here you can book accom-
modations from a database of over 
150,000 hotels, purchase rail passes 
and tickets online, request personal-
ized quotes on rental cars and air 
tickets, book short sightseeing tours 
and excursions in Europe, and browse 
our more than 2,000 pages of advice 
on nearly every aspect of travel in 
Europe.—RHB
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