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Getting Online in Germany L Ü B E C K

Vienna by Design

by Ruth Wertzberger Carlson

his far north city of hidden sur-
prises is on the Trave River not 
far from where it flows into the 

Baltic. Lübeck was originally settled by 
Slavs, who gave it the name Liubice, or 
“lovely place.” Germans established a 

town here in 1143, 
and within a hun-

dred years it developed into a major 
economic power. Germany’s first and 
largest Baltic port, it also became “the 
Queen of the Hanseatic League,” a 
trade confederation established in the 
Middle Ages, which eventually grew 
to include 200 cities extending from 
London to Novgorod, with Lübeck as 
a major financial and administrative 
center. Even today, the license num-
bers on local vehicles begin with “HL” 
for Hansestadt Lübeck.

by Sharon Hudgins

The second-largest city in 
Schleswig-Holstein, Germany’s 
northern state, Lübeck is one of this 
region’s prime tourist destinations. Its 
main attraction is the compact, pic-
turesque Altstadt (old town), where 
10,000 of Lübeck’s 210,000 inhabitants 
live in large patrician houses and 
tiny cottages all clustered together in 
a small area. After the wooden city 
burned to the ground twice in the 
Middle Ages, the town council man-
dated that it be rebuilt in the red brick 
that is characteristic of the city today.

Start a visit by taking a leisurely 
boat tour around the outer circum-
ference of the Altstadt, which is on 
an oblong island surrounded by the 
river and interconnected canals. Sev-

lip clip, clop clop. The noise 
was the only thing I heard in 
my room at the new boutique 

Hotel Lamée. Curious, I went to the 
window and saw a driver holding the 
reins to a horse-drawn carriage. Over 

the week I 
was able to 

tell time by that sound. Horses were 
spirited going to work in the morning, 
proudly prancing for crowds when 
carting passengers during the day, and 
moving slowly and heavily as they 
made their way home at the end of the 
day.

It seems fitting that this new bou-
tique hotel, an homage to Austrian-
American movie star Hedy Lamarr, is 
located in the historic district, a setting 
that could easily be a movie backdrop. 
In fact in the 1930s many movie direc-

tors were convinced Vienna would be 
the next Hollywood. Open just a few 
months, Lamée is the spot for those 
who like the intimacy of a small de-
signer hotel. 

Based on the number of new ho-
tels and designer stores springing up 
like Edelweiss, Vienna is flush with 
funds. A new Ritz-Carlton opened 
this past summer on the Ringstrasse. 
And, a Park Hyatt is under con-
struction in the Goldenes Quartier, 
Vienna’s new  luxury shopping area 
where pedestrian only pathways 
seem designed to lure you into bou-
tiques like Louis Vuitton and Yves St. 
Laurent. Just across the street from 

This vibrant, Hanseatic seaport town features impressive architecture, an important 
history, ties to two of Germany’s most famous writers, and of course its famous marzi-
pan confections.

Back in the day, my carry-on brief-
case for a trip to Europe contained a 
laptop computer, video camera, still 
camera, and a mobile phone. In the 
checked luggage were several pa-
perback novels, CDs for music in the 
rental car, plus some guidebooks and 
maps —bulky, heavy stuff. (Actually, 
way, way back in the day it was just 
a camera, guidebooks, maps and the 
reading material.)

The rapid advance of technology 
has changed all that. I still carry the 
laptop because I find it impractical to 
write on a smartphone or tablet, but 
for most travelers a computer is unnec-
essary. Last November I left the video 
camera, the digital camera, all guide-
books except the Michelin Red Guide for 
Germany, the CDs, and all the novels, 
at home. My four-ounce iPhone re-
placed it all (yeah, the paperbacks, too; 
I read everything on the iPhone).

I was a bit of a late-adopter when 
it came to a smartphone, so this 
was my first European trip with the 
iPhone. Overall I was a little disap-
pointed, not with the device itself 
but with finding cheap access to the 
Internet, where all the goodies are. As 
you are no doubt aware, websites and 
online services are achieved through 
WiFi at airports, hotels, restaurants, 
coffee shops, a few stores and many 
public places—sometimes it’s free, 
sometimes not. The other way to get 
on the Web is to use your phone’s 3G 
(and now 4G), the same technology 
used for phone calls. Problem is, that 
way is expensive in Europe, some-
times very expensive. Naive souls 
who have gone to Europe, turned on 
their smartphones and used them as 
they would in the U.S. to check email 
every 30 minutes, constantly surf the 
web, and watch streaming videos, 
have returned home to find phone 
bills in the thousands of dollars. 

Aware of the high cost of data 
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roaming in Europe, I purchased a 
$60 AT&T overseas roaming plan 
that provided 300 megabytes of data, 
enough for a fair amount of web surf-
ing and email work but which disap-
pears quickly when using Internet 
radio, YouTube, or video streaming. I 
figured I would carefully budget the 
purchased data for use on the road 
finding hotels and restaurants with the 
iPhone and, in our hotel rooms, rely 
on WiFi with the laptop for the lion’s 
share of work. 

Unfortunately, WiFi turned out to 
be not as available as I expected and, 
when it was, surprisingly expensive. 
Some hotels didn’t have it at all and 
others charged more than I was will-
ing to pay. I’m ok with €10 per day 
but several hotels offered the follow-
ing T-Mobile package: €4.95 for one 
hour or €19.95 for 24 hours, nothing 
in between. The one-hour deal (used 
up in 60 consecutive minutes whether 
you’re online or not) isn’t enough 
time, and the 24-hour price is too 
much for two to three hours work in 
the evening and then perhaps 30-40 
minutes in the morning. If you’re stay-
ing two to three days at a hotel that 
uses T-Mobile, under the 24-hour plan 
you’ll spend €40 to €60 ($53-$80) just 
for Internet access. It is true that some 
hotels offered free WiFi, but fewer 
than I expected. T-Mobile in Germany 
also offers 30 days of Internet access 
for €35. That was tempting but since 
we had no set itinerary it was not pos-

sible to know how often we would 
encounter their service.

My final quibble about WiFi in Eu-
ropean hotels is that in many cases the 
passwords are long and complex—of the 
X9ry@223B^%900@#><?@321 variety.

The $60 AT&T data plan for the 
iPhone turned out to be worth the 
money. The 300MB went much farther 
than I thought and it enabled us to 
use the GPS/map feature both in the 
car and on foot, as well as the usual 
email and Facebook monitoring, plus 
handy web search without needing a 
WiFi connection. One spectacularly 
beautiful Sunday afternoon in south-
ern Bavaria, with son Andy at the 
wheel of our van, I snapped an iPhone 
picture of the Alps through the wind-
shield and, while whizzing through 
the countryside at about 100 kmph, 
posted it at the Gemüt.com Facebook 
page. (Speaking of the iPhone’s cam-
era, I invite you to check the point-
and-shoot photo of the Matterhorn we 
currently use as the cover image for 
Gemut.com ‘s Facebook page https://
www.facebook.com/pages/Gemut-
com/147358628651959).

There are many iPhone features that 
don’t require Internet access. The most 
important one to me is the Kindle app, 
which stores whatever books I’m read-
ing on the phone that’s usually in my 
back pocket. 

Another smartphone feature I en-
joyed while in Europe was listening to 
music from my iTunes library on the 
airplane via headphones and through 
the sound system of our rental cars. 

From an electronics store in Germany, 
I purchased a short, cheap cable (€6) 
that connected from the phone’s head-
phone receptacle to an identical jack 
in the rental car’s sound system. Most 
rental cars now come with the neces-
sary jack. Once you’re hooked up you 
simply choose the “Aux” mode on 
your vehicle’s radio.

A handy device we brought with us 
was a tiny $5 USB adapter for the ciga-
rette lighter than enabled us to keep a 
charge on two phones at the same time. 
(Two phones? Liz’s was used almost 
entirely for reading. Before leaving for 
Europe we made sure we had plenty of 
ebooks in our joint archive. We could 
easily order more, but that required a 
few minutes on the Internet).

Of course, the iPhone camera and 
video app don’t require Internet ac-
cess. And finally, using the phone’s 
Voice Memo application, I was able 
to record and store the notes I have 
referred to while writing this column. 
—RHB

http://www.gemut.com/csub.html
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Lübeck
Continued from page 1 Population: 210,000

Elevation: 13 meters (43 feet) 

Tourist Information: Lübeck und 
Travemünde Marketing GmbH, 
Holstentorplatz 1, D-23552 Lübeck, 
tel. +49/451-88-99-700, fax 40-91-992, 
info@luebeck-tourismus.de, www.
luebeck-tourismus.de.  
Official city website, with good tour-
ist information: www.luebeck.de.

Driving distances: 
Hamburg 68 km/42 mi 
Berlin  273 km/170 mi 
Frankfurt 549 km/340 mi 
Cologne  481 km/298 mi 
Munich  833 km/516 mi

Nearest airports: Lübeck Airport, 
8 km (5 mi) south of the city center, 
Hamburg Airport, 74 km (46 mi).

Discount card:  Happy Day Card 
for free public transportation, plus 
discounts up to 65% on museums, 
guided city tours, and canal/harbor 
cruises (€10 for one day, €12 for two 
days, €15 for three days); available at 
the local tourist office.

Lübeck Basics

eral companies offer guided boat tours 
with various itineraries that glide past 
three-masted sailing ships and tall, 
narrow Salzspeichern (salt warehouses) 
from the days when Lübeck was a ma-
jor port for shipping fish-preserving 
salt to Scandinavia.

From the Hafenrundfahrt boat 
dock, walk a short way into the Alt-
stadt to St. Peter’s Church, with its 
150-foot-high viewing platform. From 
this height get your bearings by look-
ing out over the entire city below, 
from the medieval old town to the 
modern residential and industrial 
suburbs beyond. Before national re-
unification in 1990, the eastern edge of 
Lübeck’s city limits extended nearly to 
the armed border separating West and 
East Germany.

During the Middle Ages, as the city 
prospered and grew, there was little 
room for expansion beyond the safety 
of the central island and its fortified 
walls. So landowners began convert-
ing the gardens and courtyards of their 
patrician homes into rental properties, 
building cottages in those spaces for 
less-well-off sailors, craftsmen, and 
apprentices, along with social welfare 
housing for widows and orphans. 
Eventually these cottages almost filled 
up the land remaining on the small 
island. To provide access to these back-
lot lodgings, nearly 100 passageways 
(known as Gänge) were constructed 
between, or even through, existing 
street-front buildings, turning the en-
tire Altstadt into a maze of little cobble-
stone streets, winding alleyways, and 
hidden houses. To gain a better appre-
ciation of this aspect of Lübeck’s urban 
landscape, take one of the very infor-
mative guided walking tours offered 
by the local tourist office.

The city’s architecture celebrates 
Lübeck’s “golden age” from the 
Middle Ages to the 17th century, when 
local merchants and sea captains dem-
onstrated their wealth by building tall, 
steep-roofed houses with step-gabled 
facades, and by donating large sums of 
money to charities and churches. Even 
if they were hoping to buy their way 
into heaven, their legacy remains here 

on Earth, where Lübeck’s Gothic red-
brick architecture earned the Altstadt a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site designa-
tion in 1987.

Lying only slightly above sea level, 
Lübeck has a low skyline silhouetted 
by seven medieval church spires. Each 
church was originally associated with 
a particular workers’ or craftsmen’s 
guild (fishermen, goldsmiths, etc.). 
The two tallest steeples crown the 
Lutheran Marienkirche (St. Mary’s 
Church), the largest brick church in 
northern Europe and the third largest 
church in Germany. A masterpiece of 
North German Gothic construction, 
the church is especially notable for its 
soaring vaulted interior. It was badly 
damaged during World War II, when a 
British air raid on Palm Sunday, 1942, 
destroyed nearly 20 percent of the city 
center. Although both the city and the 
church have been well restored, the 
broken bells that fell from St. Mary’s 
south tower remain embedded in the 
church floor, as a memorial to all the 

suffering during that war.

The famous composer and musi-
cian, Dietrich Buxtehude, was resident 
organist at St. Mary’s church in the 
17th century. Today, Lübeck’s five 
Gothic churches, including St. Mary’s, 
carry on that musical tradition, spon-
soring public concerts of excellent 
organ, choral, and chamber music 
during the summer months and on 
church holidays, free of charge or for a 
nominal fee.

Other notable buildings include 
the two-towered Holstentor, a massive 
brick gate completed in 1478 as part 
of the city’s fortifications, and today 
the most salient symbol of Lübeck. Its 
11-foot-thick walls now house an exhi-
bition on the life and work of Lübeck 
merchants from the Middle Ages to 
early modern times. Lübeck’s arcaded 
Rathaus (Town Hall), originally con-
structed of glazed bricks as a com-
mercial building in the 13th century, 
was “modernized” in the 16th century 
with a partial overlay of white-painted 
stone. Colorful heraldic emblems and 
copper-capped pinnacles complete the 
architecturally eclectic ensemble of the 
Town Hall today.

Museum lovers will find plenty 
to see in this historic city. Top on the 
list is the Heiligen-Geist-Hospital 
(Holy Ghost Hospital) founded by 
the citizens and town council in the 
13th century to care for the sick and 
elderly. Behind the handsome exterior, 
the church hall is famous for its deco-
rated vaulting, medieval wall paint-
ings, gilded altars, and stained glass 
windows. Beyond that is the former 
hospital, now a senior-living facility, 
with rows of small individual rooms, 
some of which have been preserved as 
an exhibit of a successful early social 
welfare project. Beneath the hospital is 
a wine cellar and restaurant. After all, 
food and drink are the sustenance of 
life, at any age.

St. Anne’s Museum, in a 16th-
century Augustinian cloister, contains 
a rich collection of paintings, sculp-
tures, altarpieces, furnished rooms, 
and decorative arts from the Middle 
Ages to the 19th century, including a 
full-size kitchen with beautiful cop-
per, iron, and ceramic pots and pans, 

mailto:info@luebeck-tourismus.de
http://www.luebeck-tourismus.de
http://www.luebeck-tourismus.de
http://www.luebeck.de
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Key Websites for the Traveler
• www.gemut.com Gateway site for 
travelers to Germanic Europe, including car 
rental, rail passes, hotel bookings, travel tips, 
and past issues (free access to back issues for 
subscribers; see log-on info on page 2).
• www.viamichelin.com The Michelin 
database of hotels and restaurants, plus great 
interactive trip planning tools
• www.travelessentials.com Guide-
books, maps, travel accessories, luggage, all  
at 10 percent  off for subscribers. Use dis-
count code gemut2010.
• maps.google.com Amazing map re-
source. Driving & walking. Zoom in-out. Great 
detail city & country. Satellite & terrain views.
• bahn.hafas.de/bin/query.exe/
en German rail website, with train schedules 
throughout Europe, as well as Germany.
• www.sbb.ch/en/  Swiss and Euro-
pean rail schedules
• www.ski-europe.com  Top Web re-
source for skiers with much info on Alpine resorts
• www.myswitzerland.com Website 
of Switzerland’s national tourist authority
• www.germany-tourism.de Ger-
many’s national tourist authority
• www.austria.info/us Austria’s 
national tourist authority
• www.historicgermany.com  Web-
site for an alliance of historic German cities
• www.thetravelinsider.info  Info on elec-
tronics for travelers — cell phones, computers, etc. 

and several fascinating doll-house-size 
kitchens with their miniature utensils, 
cookware, and tableware. The adjacent 
Kunsthalle St. Annen houses chang-
ing exhibitions of modern art dating 
from 1945.

The delightful Puppet Theater 
Museum, located in five old houses 
joined together, displays more than a 
thousand hand puppets, marionettes, 
and puppet-theater memorabilia from 
Asia, Africa, and Europe. Other Lü-
beck museums focus on ethnography, 
nature and the environment, archeol-
ogy, and industry. A new European 
Hansemuseum, about the history of 
the Hanseatic League, is scheduled to 
open later this year.

Lovers of German literature flock 
to the Buddenbrook House, a mu-
seum and educational center devoted 
to the life and works of the brothers 
Heinrich and Thomas Mann. The latter 
Mann’s famous 1901 novel, Budden-
brooks: The Decline of a Family, gave its 
name to this house that once belonged 
to Mann’s grandparents. Lübeck has 
the distinction of being the home of 
three Nobel Prize winners: Thomas 

Mann and Günter Grass, who won the 
prize for literature, and German Chan-
cellor Willy Brandt, winner of the No-
bel Peace Prize in 1971. Both the Grass 
and Brandt homes are now museums.

Finally, if you’re in Lübeck during 
December, celebrate the Advent season 
at the city’s five colorful Christmas 
markets. The most famous is the one 
held in the Holy Ghost Hospital from 
late November to early December. 
Each market has different dates and 
opening times, so check with the tour-
ist office for the complete schedule. 
And at that time of year, you might 
even be lucky enough to see Lübeck’s 
red-brick buildings coated with a dust-
ing of snow, like the powdery confec-
tioners’ sugar sifted over the Christ-
mas cakes in local bakeries.

HoTELs

Klassik Altstadt Hotel
In the heart of Lübeck, this gra-

cious old Hanseatic hostelry pays 
homage to the city’s most famous 
residents. Single rooms recall 
authors who have lived and 
worked in the city, while doubles 
display photos and writings of famous 
Lübeckers.

The building’s new (1984) façade 
reflects the classical architectural style 
referred to in its name. Over the last 
nine centuries the structure has seen 
a wide variety of uses including bath 
house, anchor smith, and sailor’s hos-
tel. Today’s customers might be lectur-
ers at the Günter Grass House, musi-
cians performing with the symphony, 
or families back for their annual visit. 
All receive the competent staff’s warm 
welcome and attentive service.

All 28 spacious guestrooms are 
individually decorated in dark wood 
and muted colors. Try the Buxtehude 
Room with period prints and paint-
ings, or the Buddenbrooks feel of the 
Thomas Mann Room.

Polished wood, exposed brick 
patches, and huge mirrors flash the 
serene dining room’s Hanseatic el-
egance.  
Contact: Klassik Altstadt Hotel, 
Fischergrubbe 52, D-23552 Lübeck, 
tel.+49/451/70 29 80, fax 73-77 8, 

info@klassik-altstadt-hotel.de, www.
klassik-altstadt-hotel.de.

Daily Rates: Singles from €49-72, dou-
bles from €130, junior suites €138.
Rating: Quality 15/20 Value 16/20

Park Hotel am Lindenplatz
This small, family-owned hotel 

near the rail station is just a three-
minute walk from the old town center. 
Built in 1900, the red brick structure 
became a hotel in the 1950s and the 
current owners took control in 1989.

Public rooms feature lead-glass 
windows, Biedermeier furnishings, 
and an elegant stairway curving grace-
fully toward the upper floors.

While the décor of the guest rooms 
is unremarkable, all are comfortable 
with good quality furniture and mate-
rials. A large double, Number Seven, 
offers a balcony, an ornamental wood-
en bed, and a large bathroom with tub.

Number 17 looks out a large, 
double-glazed window to the plaza 
where statues of Bismarck and the 
Kaiser stand watch on stone perches. 
The Park Hotel offers 24-hour front 
desk service.

Contact: Park Hotel am Lindenplatz, 
Am Lindenplatz 2, D-23554 Lübeck, 
tel. +49/451/871 97-0, fax 97-29, info@
parkhotel-luebeck.de, www.parkho-
tel-luebeck.de. 
Daily Rates: Singles €59-99, doubles 
€79-130.
Rating: Quality 12/20 Value 13/20

 
Hotel Lindenhof

Four generations of Schröders have 
greeted and coddled the guests of 
these modern accommodations located 
only a block from the Park Hotel. This 
engaging family’s personal service is 
the Lindenhof’s greatest asset. They 
willingly arrange theater tickets and 
tours, plan walks and day trips.

The building has a ‘60s look which 
no doubt means it replaces what stood 
on the spot prior to World War II 
bombing raids. 

There is variety in the 62 blonde 
wood-trimmed guestrooms. A very 
large double is Number 312. You’ll like 
its spacious bathroom with shower 
and the sitting area with three com-
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Spring airfares to Europe

Lowest Fares - Best Service

 

Best fares on Lufthansa, Delta, United, British 
Air, USAir, Air Berlin, Condor, Swiss, etc.

IMPORTANT:  Fares are round trip to Germany for 
shoulder-season travel and include tax & fuel 
surcharge. Call for a to-the-penny quote or get 
an e-mail quote at www.gemut.com Cars also available in most      

European countries

• Upgrades through 8/31/2013. Discounts for longer 
rentals. All rates quoted in this ad are subject to 
change without notice but lock-in at booking. Rates 
based on one-week booking. Rates include Value 
Added Tax, unlimited mileage, 3rd party liability ins. 
but do not include CDW, theft insurance, road tax, 
and airport fees. 

Car 1-week xtra day
Opel Corsa  $194 $28
VW Golf (w/upgrade*) $219 $31
Opel Astra (Auto) $278 $40
VW Passat (w/upgrade*) $244 $35
MBZ C180/GPS (Auto) $476 $68
Audi A4/GPS  $416 $59
MBZ C180 (w/upgrade*)   $333 $48
BMW 3 (auto/GPS) $330 $47
MBZ E200 (Auto/GPS) $526  $75
VW Touran  $270 $39
VW Golf Wagon $238 $34
VW Passat Wagon $286 $41
Audi A4 SW (GPS) $430 $61
MBZ C200 SW (GPS)  $379 $54      
MBZ E-Class SW (GPS) $378  $54
VW Sharan 7-pass $643 $57
VW Minibus 9-pass $904 $94

Austria
Fiat Punto $262 $37
Ford Focus $285 $41
VW Golf (Auto) $550 $79
Mercedes B-Class  $361 $52
Skoda Octavia $424 $61
Mercedes C-Class $779 $111
Nissan SUV  $509 $73
Ford Focus Wagon $370 $53
Skoda Octavia Wagon   $458 $65 
Renault Traffic 9-Pass $933 $133

Switzerland
Opel Corsa $271 $39
Opel Astra $313 $45
Ford Focus (Auto) $456 $65
Opel Vectra  $512 $73
VW Golf Plus (Auto)  $622 $89
Ford C-Max Wagon  $541 $77
VW Golf Wagon  $427 $61
Skoda Octavia SW (auto) $632  $90 
Ford Galaxy Van $1310 $187
Renault Espace Van (auto) $1376 $197

European Auto Rental
Germany 

• Book a five-passenger van, VW Touran
 (or similar) in Germany for a week               

for $270, including 19% VAT

Best Current Deal

Travel MarT
www.gemut.com
A website for travelers to 
Germanic Europe

Atlanta ........................................$1079
Boston ..........................................$847
Chicago .......................................$1041
Dallas ............................................$977
Denver ..........................................$960
Los Angeles ................................$1069
Miami ..........................................$1009
New York ......................................$798
Orlando .......................................$1014
Seattle ........................................$1069
San Francisco .............................$1069
Washington DC ............................$1007
Call Now for Summer Business Class Specials
 Fares available from all  U.S. gateways

Gemütlichkeit's
Trip Planning &  
Booking Service 

• Hotel Bookings

• Hotel/Restaurant Recommendations 

• Backroads Itineraries

• Self-Guided Auto/Rail Tours

Ask about our individually 
tailored 14-day “Great Little 
Hotels & Restaurants of 
Germany” auto tours

800-521-6722

Your Berlin Headquarters

Hotel Art Nouveau
K'Damm & Savignyplatz neighborhood 
Many fine shops & small restaurants 

Mention Gemütlichkeit for 10% discount 
Editor's choice

Tel.+49.30.3277440, Fax +49.30.32774440
Email: info@hotelartnouveau.de
web: www.hotelartnouveau.de

Travel shopping is easy at www.gemut.
com. You can now book hotels, purchase 
rail passes and point-to-point rail tickets, 
buy travel insurance, and request quotes 
on transatlantic airline tickets and rental 
cars. Secure, one-stop European travel 
shopping at www.gemut.com

Book European Travel

I-1GEMÜTLICHKEIT Advertising Supplement September 2009

800-521-6722
Low season air to Europe...

Oct. 26-Dec. 10,  Dec . 25-Mar. 25

Consolidator Air Fares
Best  fares on  Lufthansa, American, Delta, United,

British Air, LTU, Northwest, Swiss, etc.

IMPORTANT: Fares are  round trip to Germany  for
mid-week travel and do not  include tax, fees, & fuel
surcharge. Call for a to-the-penny quote or get

an email quote at www.gemut.com

800.521.6722
Cars also available in most

European countries

• Upgrades through 10/31/09. Discounts for longer rent-
als. All rates quoted in this ad are as of 8/9/09, subject
to change without notice but lock-in at booking. Rates
based on one-week booking . Rates include unlimited mile-
age, 3rd party liability ins. but do not Include vaT, CDW,
theft insurance, road tax, and airport fees.

Car 1-week xtra day
Opel Corsa with air $204 $29

VW Golf (w/upgrade*) $205 $29

Opel Astra (Auto) $344 $48

VW Passat (w/upgrade*) $246 $35

VW Passat  (Auto) $363 $52

Audi A4 $343 $49

MBZ C180 (w/upgrade*) $267 $38

MBZ C180 (auto/GPS) $378 $54

MBZ E200 (Auto/GPS) $473 $68

VW Touran $327 $47

VW Golf SW $268 $38

VW Passat SW $319 $46

Audi A4 SW (GPS) $343 $49

BMW 530 SW (Auto/GPS) $586 $84

Volvo V70 SW (GPS) $394  $56

VW Sharan 7-pass $637 $91

VW Minibus 9-pass $637 $91

European Auto Rental
Germany

(Partial Vehicle List)

800-521-6722

• Through October 31, drive a Fullsize
Mercedes C200 in germany for a week for

$317, including 19% VAT. two-weeks is $570.

Best Current Deal

TRAVEL MART
www.gemut.com
A website for travelers to
Germanic Europe

Atlanta ............................. $411
Boston .............................. $356
Chicago ............................ $412
Dallas .............................. $406
Denver ............................. $434
Los Angeles ....................... $462
Miami ............................... $412
New York .......................... $312
Orlando ............................ $412
Seattle ............................. $462
San Francisco .................... $462
Washington DC ................... $362
Business Class ........... $2700 to $4000

 Fares available from all  U.S. gateways.

l hl

Gemütlichkeit's
Trip Planning &
Booking Service

• Hotel Bookings
• Hotel/Restaurant Recommendations
• Backroads Itineraries
• Self-Guided Auto/Rail Tours

800-521-6722

Your Berlin HeadquartersYour Berlin HeadquartersYour Berlin HeadquartersYour Berlin HeadquartersYour Berlin Headquarters

Hotel Art NouveauHotel Art NouveauHotel Art NouveauHotel Art NouveauHotel Art Nouveau
✴☛✭❊◗◗�✡�✼❊�❑❘❚�❊�❘��❑�❋❙�❙❙❍

❘�❊�◗❊❘�❏�❘���❙❚�❊❘❍�◗❊����❊❊❘✒
✶�❘�❙❘�Gemütlichkeit ❏❙�✕✔✠�❍��❙❘

✮❍�❙☛���❙���✒

Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440
Email: Email: Email: Email: Email: info@hotelartnouveau.deinfo@hotelartnouveau.deinfo@hotelartnouveau.deinfo@hotelartnouveau.deinfo@hotelartnouveau.de

web: web: web: web: web: www.hotelartnouveau.dewww.hotelartnouveau.dewww.hotelartnouveau.dewww.hotelartnouveau.dewww.hotelartnouveau.de

Travel shopping is easy at www.gemut.com
You can now book hotels, purchase rail
passes and point-to-point rail tickets, buy
travel insurance, and request quotes on
transatlantic airline tickets and rental
cars. Secure, one-stop European travel
shopping at www.gemut.com

Book European Travel

Hotel Schloss BergHotel Schloss BergHotel Schloss BergHotel Schloss BergHotel Schloss Berg
• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake

• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View

• Easy Access to Oktoberfest• Easy Access to Oktoberfest• Easy Access to Oktoberfest• Easy Access to Oktoberfest• Easy Access to Oktoberfest

• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office

Hotel magnificently situated on Lakeside
surrounded by elegant villas, manor houses,
castles, and Germany's most beautiful
countryside. Friendly, English-speaking staff.
Moderate affordable rates include sumptuous
buffet breakfast, tax and service. Free
bicycles, large rooms with private outside
terraces. Complimentary beer or wine with
lunch or dinner orders in our Lakeside
Dining Room and Pub. Ask about
Gemütlichkeit senior citizen rebate.

Rapid Rail into Munich every 20 minutes.
Lake cruise ships stop at our dock, close to
Bavarian Castles and Austria.

USA Reservations OfficeUSA Reservations OfficeUSA Reservations OfficeUSA Reservations OfficeUSA Reservations Office

Toll Free: 866-833-1251Toll Free: 866-833-1251Toll Free: 866-833-1251Toll Free: 866-833-1251Toll Free: 866-833-1251

BOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFESTBOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFESTBOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFESTBOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFESTBOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFEST

800-521-6722

Book Hotels Online 
www.gemut.com
. Three-star-plus hotels from:
Baden-Baden  ................... €71 
Berlin  .............................. €49
Frankfurt Airport  ............. €53
Garmisch-Partenkirchen  ..... €75 
Munich  ............................ €41
Munich Airport ................ €59
Wiesbaden ........................ €58
Graz .................................. €59
Salzburg  .......................... €49
Steyr  ................................ €68
Vienna  ............................. €34       
Vienna Airport ................. €50
Grindelwald ..................... CHF100
Interlaken ......................... CHF120
Lucerne  ........................... CHF115
Zürich  .............................. CHF115
Zürich Airport .................. CHF149

http://www.gemut.com
http://www.hotelartnouveau.de
http://www.gemut.com


TSA-Approved , our Triple Security 
Cable Lock not only locks your bag

tight - with the longer of its two cables, 
it protects itself from clumsy TSA agents

by locking TO your bag. It’s also great
for securing luggage to stationary objects!

$12.$12.56 (Reg.$13.95)

Eagle Creek Ease - It’s the latest from
the greatest & includes both two-wheeled 

and four-wheeled uprights, rolling
duffels, a rolling tote, garment bags, 

a rolling brief case, and more - 
all with Eagle Creek’s amazing 

“No Mat“No Matter What” Warranty. 

$112.50 - $405
(Reg. $125- $450)

NEW Lightweight
& Expandable Luggage

The Lock the TSA Can’t Lose!

Wash Your
Clothes

Anywhere!
Handy packets

of Woolite laundry 
detergent so you

ccan have clean clothes 
for the whole trip! 

(10 pack)

$5.36

(Reg. $5.95)

Prevent Leg
Swelling  &
Discomfort

TravelSox offer comfortable,
yet firm compression to

protect against  blood clots
and pain on long flightand pain on long flights.

$26.95

(Reg. $29.95)

Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) chips are
becoming more commonplace in credit cards
and passports. Our collection of RFID Blocking 
wallets, pouches, passport covers and organizers 
block RFID signals and keep your personal info
safe. 

$5.35 - $26.99 (Reg. $5.95 - $29.99)

Stop Electronic
ID Theft!

$62.95

(Reg. $69.95)

    Protect Your Valuables
    The CitySafe 200 travel purse offers a host of safety 
 features, including:

Slash-proof strap
& side panels.
Tamper-proof

zipper.
Snatch-proof
anchor clip.

        Plus, all the internal organization you’ll need for 
   cameras, cell phones, umbrellas, guide books and more!.

Squeezable and packable,
GoToob travel bottles
are easy to fill and
come in three carry-on 
approved sizes. 

Three packs starting
at $16.16 (Reg. $17.95)

$6.25 - $8.55

(Reg. $6.95 - $9.50)

1.25 oz 2 oz 3 oz

Finally, a Leak-Proof
Travel Bottle!

Producing quality maps and
guide books since 1900, Michelin’s
detail and accuracy make these
maps excellent for driving the
back roads of Europe.

$11.65

((Reg. $12.95)

Lost in Europe? Not
With A Michelin Map!

(use discount code Gemut.2013)



Order rail passes and tickets online at gemut.raileuorpe.com or phone 800-521-6722 

European Rail Pass Update: Due to great variety and ever-growing number of 
European rail passes, and because those prices change so frequently, we can no lon-
ger maintain a complete list of passes and their current prices on this page.

Research & Buy Rail Passes Online: You can find the price of all passes at our 
website. Go to Gemut.com and select “Rail” from the top menu. There you can re-
search rail travel and purchase rail passes as well as point-to-point rail tickets. The 
prices will be exactly the same as at the Rail Europe website. There is no service fee 
for ordering online.

Buy Rail Passes by Phone: Call 800-521-6722. The minimum $25 service fee will 
be waived for past customers and paid subscribers to the Gemütlichkeit newsletter.

Sample Rail Pass Prices for 2013
• Eurail Global Saver Pass (24 countries) 
 10 days: $799
 15 consecutive days: $678
• Eurail Select Pass
 5 days, 3 countries, saver pass: $428
 5 days, 4 countries, saver pass: $478
 5 days, 5 countries, saver pass: $526
• European East Pass (5 countries)
 5 days, 2nd-class: $252
• Austria Rail Pass
 3 days, saver pass, 2nd-class: $153
• Austria-Czech Eurail
 4 days, saver pass, first-class: $239
• Austria-Germany Eurail
 5 days, saver pass, first-class: $386
• Austria-Switzerland Eurail
 4 days, saver pass, first-class: $370

• German Rail Twin Pass (2 persons)
 3 days, second-class: $201
 3 days, first-class: $275
• France Rail Pass
 3 days, saver pass, second-class: $208
 3 days, saver pass, first-class: $257
• France-Germay Eurail Pass
 4 days, saver pass, second-class: $373
 4 days, saver pass, first-class: $411
• Switzerland-Germay Eurail Pass
 5 days, saver pass, first-class: $414
• Swiss Pass
 4 consec. days, saver pass, 1st-class: $419
 4 consec. days, saver pass, 2nd-class: $262
 3 days, saver pass, 1st-class: $401
 3 days, saver pass, 2nd-class: $250

Current Rail Specials and Discounts
• 20% off select Eurostar (London-Paris, London-Brussels) Standard Premier 

tickets when you book by April 1, 2013.
• Buy a Eurail Global Pass before March 29 and get 2 free additional days 

with the 15-day pass, 3 free days with the 21-day pass, and 5 free days with the 
1-month pass.

• 20% off the 5-day or 6-day German Rail Pass if purchased by March 29. Trav-
el must be completed by May 31, 2013.

• For travel through April 30, buy a first-class 5-day Swiss Pass or 5-day Swiss 
Saver Pass for the price of a 4-day pass.

2013 Rail Pass Headquarters: Gemut.com 

http://gemut.raileurope.com/index.html
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Gemütlichkeit Special OfferGemütlichkeit Special OfferGemütlichkeit Special OfferGemütlichkeit Special OfferGemütlichkeit Special Offer

Subscriber Discounts On ����Subscriber Discounts On ����Subscriber Discounts On ����Subscriber Discounts On ����Subscriber Discounts On ����

European River CruisesEuropean River CruisesEuropean River CruisesEuropean River CruisesEuropean River Cruises

Choose from dozens of itineraries and sailings� Here are just a few:

ENCHANTING DANUBEENCHANTING DANUBEENCHANTING DANUBEENCHANTING DANUBEENCHANTING DANUBE

� days� Budapest to Passau� From ����

DANUBE DISCOVERYDANUBE DISCOVERYDANUBE DISCOVERYDANUBE DISCOVERYDANUBE DISCOVERY

� days� Vienna to Nürnberg� From ����

RHINE DISCOVERYRHINE DISCOVERYRHINE DISCOVERYRHINE DISCOVERYRHINE DISCOVERY

� days� Nürnberg to Basel� From ����

CASTLES ALONG THE RHINECASTLES ALONG THE RHINECASTLES ALONG THE RHINECASTLES ALONG THE RHINECASTLES ALONG THE RHINE

� days� Basel to Amsterdam� From ����

LEGENDARY RHINE & MOSELLEGENDARY RHINE & MOSELLEGENDARY RHINE & MOSELLEGENDARY RHINE & MOSELLEGENDARY RHINE & MOSEL

�� days� Amsterdam to Basel� From ����

EUROPEAN JEWELSEUROPEAN JEWELSEUROPEAN JEWELSEUROPEAN JEWELSEUROPEAN JEWELS

�� days� Buapest to Amsterdam� From ����

EUROPEAN SERERANDEEUROPEAN SERERANDEEUROPEAN SERERANDEEUROPEAN SERERANDEEUROPEAN SERERANDE

�� days� Vienna to Amsterdam� From ����

EASTERN EUROPE EXPLOREREASTERN EUROPE EXPLOREREASTERN EUROPE EXPLOREREASTERN EUROPE EXPLOREREASTERN EUROPE EXPLORER

�� days� Vienna to Bucharest� From ����

PARIS & EUROPEAN RIVER ROMANCEPARIS & EUROPEAN RIVER ROMANCEPARIS & EUROPEAN RIVER ROMANCEPARIS & EUROPEAN RIVER ROMANCEPARIS & EUROPEAN RIVER ROMANCE

�� days� Paris to Nürnberg� From ����

PARIS & THE HEART OF EUROPEPARIS & THE HEART OF EUROPEPARIS & THE HEART OF EUROPEPARIS & THE HEART OF EUROPEPARIS & THE HEART OF EUROPE

�� days� Paris to Vienna� From ����

GRAND EUROPEAN DISCOVERYGRAND EUROPEAN DISCOVERYGRAND EUROPEAN DISCOVERYGRAND EUROPEAN DISCOVERYGRAND EUROPEAN DISCOVERY

�� days� Basel to Vienna� From ����

GRAND EUROPEAN SERERANDEGRAND EUROPEAN SERERANDEGRAND EUROPEAN SERERANDEGRAND EUROPEAN SERERANDEGRAND EUROPEAN SERERANDE

�� days� Amsterdam to Bucharest� From ����

GRAND EUROPEAN EXPLORERGRAND EUROPEAN EXPLORERGRAND EUROPEAN EXPLORERGRAND EUROPEAN EXPLORERGRAND EUROPEAN EXPLORER

�� days� Basel to Bucharest� From ����

For free video and catalog� or to book space� phone For free video and catalog� or to book space� phone For free video and catalog� or to book space� phone For free video and catalog� or to book space� phone For free video and catalog� or to book space� phone GemütlichkeitGemütlichkeitGemütlichkeitGemütlichkeitGemütlichkeit

������������� ������������� ������������� ������������� ������������� press option �press option �press option �press option �press option �

When you sail with UniworldWhen you sail with UniworldWhen you sail with UniworldWhen you sail with UniworldWhen you sail with Uniworld

• Shore excursions included

• Non�smoking ships

• English language only

• Unpack only once

• Most deluxe ships in Europe

• Europe’s youngest fleet

• Email available � stay in touch

• Small ship ambiance (��� to ��� guests)

• Hotel�style beds

• Terry cloth robes

• Satellite TV in cabins

• Fitness Center

Early booking

discounts as much

as $900 per

couple

Some 2 for 1 deals on

bookings prior to

August 31, 2009

Gemütlichkeit Special Offer   
Subscriber Discounts On  
2013/2014 River Cruises 
Choose from dozens of itineraries and sailings. Here are just a few:

save on These 2013 Cruises - space is Limited

SPLENDORS OF ITALY - New for 2013
 13 days, Venice to Rome. From $5499*

LEGENDARY RHINE & MOSEL
 13 days, Amsterdam to Basel. From $4199**

EuROPEAN SERENADE
 13 days, Vienna to Amsterdam. From $4399**

Big savings for Early Booking These 2014 Cruises

BORDEAux, VINEYARDS & CHâTEAux - New for 2014 
 8 days, Roundtrip Bordeaux. From $3099*** 
     
   DANuBE DISCOVERY & PRAGuE 
 10 days, Vienna to Prague. From $3549*** 
 
  IMPERIAL CAPITALS OF EUROPE 
 16 days, Istanbul to Vienna. From $6699****

 
 

(*  Cruise and Air Savings: Up to $1500 per couple if booked by February 28, 2013)
(**  $500 per couple in select categories if booked by February 28, 2013)
(***  $800 per couple in select categories when you pay in full at the time of booking. Expires June 30, 2013)
(****$2000 per couple in select categories when you pay in full at the time of booking. Expires June 30, 2013)

New for 2014: True all-inclusive 
when you sail with Uniworld

• Excursions included

• All gratuities onboard & onshore

• All on-board meals

• English language only

• unpack only once

• Most deluxe ships in Europe

• Europe’s youngest fleet

For free catalog or to book space phone Gemütlichkeit 

          800-521-6722 x 2

Additional Discounts 

for Gemut readers

• unlimited beverages, including beer, wine & spirits

• Small ship ambiance (100 to 138 guests)

• Hotel-style beds

• Terrycloth robes

• Satellite TV in cabins

• Fitness Center
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fortably upholstered chairs. 

Nearby is Lindenhof’s guesthouse 
with 10 apartments, each of which can 
accommodate as many as six guests. 
We especially like G6’s spacious 
double with a small sitting room that 
views nearby Jugendstil (Art Nouveau) 
homes.

Though Lindenhof is a hotel garni 
(no restaurant), light snacks are avail-
able in the evening.

Contact: Hotel Lindenhof, Lübeck, 
Lindenstrasse1a, D-23558 Lübeck, tel. 
+49/451/872 10 0, fax 872 10 66, info@
lindenhof-luebeck.de, www.linden-
hof-luebeck.de.  
Daily Rates: Singles €64-95, doubles  
€80-135, apartments €100-165. 
Rating: Quality 14/20 Value 15/20

Schloss Lütgenhof
Outside of Lübeck, is a quiet, rest-

ful, elegant retreat near the town of 
Dassow and the old border between 
East and West Germany. Situated on a 
four-acre private park and surrounded 
by woodlands, the Lütgenhof is but a 
short ferry ride across Lake Dassow 
to Lübeck (or row there yourself from 
the hotel’s own dock on the Stepen-
itz River). The handsome, privately 
owned 19th-century palace has an 
interesting history, which the current 
owner will be happy to explain in 
flawless English. 

The castle was opened as a hotel in 
1999 and renovated again in 2009. The 
historic entry hall and public lounges 
on the ground floor are paneled with 
dark wood and appointed with mod-
ern furniture. A wide wooden staircase 
leads up to the 26 rooms, decorated 
with light wood furniture and pale 
textiles. The hotel’s indoor restaurant 
and terrace cafe-bistro serve dishes 
created from local, seasonal ingredi-
ents—most of which are “organic,” 
with some of the herbs from the hotel’s 
own garden. Amenities include a bar, 
sauna, and indoor pool. Reservations 
are required for both the hotel and the 
restaurant.

An annex on the hotel grounds 
houses three vacation apartments 
which can accommodate two to six 
persons and require a minimum six-
night stay.

Breakfast is €18 per person, and 
half pension (breakfast and three-
course dinner) is €56 per person. 

Contact: Schloss Lütgenhof, Ulmen-
weg 10, 23942 Dassow, tel. +49/388/26 
825 0, fax 825 22, info@schloss-luetgen-
hof.de, www.schloss-luetgenhof.de
Daily Rates:  Doubles €145-165; junior 
suites, €180. 
Rating: Quality 15/20, Value 11/20

 
Hotel Strandschlösschen
Those irresistibly drawn to the 

beach, the sea or the spa life, will find 
all three in nearby Travemünde, a 
city of sailing ships, yachts, a won-
derful promenade, five-star luxury, 
and the inevitable casino. 

The sparkling white Hotel Strand-
schlösschen (little beach castle) is 
probably the top value for those who 
must be directly on the water. 

Many of its 33 rooms offer views 
of the Baltic and a beach crowded 
in summer with the large protective 
wicker beach chairs (strandkorb) that 
Thomas Mann mentioned in his 1901 
novel Buddenbrooks in talking about 
the beach at Travemunde. 

Built in 1904, Strandschlössen 
wasn’t part of the scene Mann de-
scribed but its Jugendstil style certain-
ly evokes the period.

Take afternoon tea outdoors 
among potted palms with a view to 
the lighthouse and breakwater.

For the best water vistas try Num-
ber 19, a large corner room on the 
third floor (no elevators) with sitting 
area, balcony, and sweeping beach 
views. In Number 12A you’ll find 
a period chandelier, a 19th-century 
oil painting, and an extra large bath-
room.

Contact: Hotel Strandschlösschen,S
trandpromenade 7, D-23570 Trave-
münde, tel. +49/4502/7 50 35, fax 
7 58 22, info@hotelstrandschloess-
chen.de, www.hotel-strand-
schloesschen.de.
Daily Rates: Singles €45-99, doubles 
€83-167.
Rating: Quality 15/20 Value 15/20

REsTauRanTs
In addition to other local special-

ties, the Lübeck visitor should taste 
the city’s most famous product: mar-
zipan, the almond paste and sugar 
confection. The town has been one of 
Germany’s most important marzipan-
making centers since the Middle 
Ages. Until World War I, Germans 
customarily ate marzipan only dur-
ing the Advent-Christmas season. But 
in an effort to expand their business, 
Lübeck’s confectioners began produc-
ing marzipan candies for the New Year 
(“good-luck” pigs, chimney sweeps, 
four-leaf clovers, moneybags) and for 
Easter (colored eggs, rabbits, chick-
ens, birds in nests). Later they began 
making “seaside novelties” to sell as 
summer souvenirs (lobsters, shrimp, 
starfish, seahorses, eels, whales, jelly-
fish, sea shells).

Today, several companies produce 
the city’s famous Lübecker Marzipan. 
One of the largest is Niederegger, 
which also has an elegant Konditorei-
Café in the heart of the Altstadt (see 
review below). At Niederegger’s are 
more than 300 types of  marzipan 
creations, many of them molded into 
fanciful shapes and colored with natu-
ral vegetable dyes: marzipan fruits 
and vegetables, some of them almost 
life-size; cute little animals from pen-
guins, polar bears, and walruses to 
lions, hedgehogs, and squirrels; musi-
cal instruments; ships and submarines; 
three-dimensional models of Lübeck’s 
landmark Holstentor (medieval gate); 
and even modern marzipan cell 
phones. 

Another Lübeck shop features 
marzipan molded into the shapes 
of popular German foods: realistic-
looking Rollmops (pickled herrings) 
wrapped around a pickle; slices of 
ham and cheese on a wooden board 
with a pretzel and a spiral of white 
radish; Currywurst (sausage) and a Mc-
Donald’s-like cardboard packet full of 
French fries. And Lübeck’s Ratskeller 
restaurant underneath the Town Hall 
(see review) even serves a large slice of 
marzipan “lasagna” for dessert!  

Leu’s Marzipan-Speicher (An der 
Untertrave 98) is both large confection 
store and marzipan museum. Located 

mailto:info@lindenhof-luebeck.de
mailto:info@lindenhof-luebeck.de
http://www.lindenhof-luebeck.de
http://www.lindenhof-luebeck.de
mailto:info@schloss-luetgenhof.de
mailto:info@schloss-luetgenhof.de
http://www.schloss-luetgenhof.de
mailto:info%40hotelstrandschloesschen.de?subject=
mailto:info%40hotelstrandschloesschen.de?subject=
http://www.hotel-strandschloesschen.de
http://www.hotel-strandschloesschen.de
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in an historic old warehouse on the 
waterfront, it is chock full of treats. 
Leu’s also features a “Marzipan Show” 
several times a week, where visitors 
learn about the history of marzipan-
making in Lübeck and can see all the 
stages in its manufacture, as well as 
an unusual exhibit of large marzipan 
sculptures. At the end of the show 
sample marzipan candies and Leu’s 
original marzipan cake, with coffee 
and tea, before pigging out in the shop 
itself, where you’ll be tempted to buy 
more marzipan than you should ever 
eat in one sitting. Check Leu’s website 
for details (www.marzipanland.de). 

Schiffergesellschaft 
No visit to Lübeck would be com-

plete without a meal at the Schiffer-
gesellschaft (Sea Captain’s Guild), 
surely the most “atmospheric” 
restaurant in the city. Lo-
cated in a beautiful red-brick, 
step-gabled house in the Altstadt, on 
property that has belonged to the 
guild since 1535, it was opened in 
1868 as a public restaurant and has 
been serving good food ever since. 
Long wooden tables lined with high-
backed wooden benches, sit under a 
tall ceiling hung with an impressive 
collection of ships’ models and sailing 
memorabilia, the oldest dating from 
1607.

The standard menu includes both 
local specialties and “international” 
dishes. The daily menu changes with 
the seasons, serving local and regional 
fare that is both hearty and tasty. 
And the wine list offers choices from 
France, Spain, Italy, and Germany, 
including Lübeck’s own Rotspon, red 
wine made in France, then shipped in 
wooden barrels to Lübeck where it is 
stored and aged before being bottled 
in the city, a tradition dating back 
several centuries.

It’s no surprise that fish is featured 
on the Schiffergesellschaft’s menu, 
including local Baltic fish plus salmon 
and shellfish from other waters. 

Start with cream of salmon soup 
with dill dumplings (€6), followed 
by Baltic plaice (a regional specialty) 
with bacon-garnished potatoes and 
cucumber salad à la Holstein (€19). If 

meat is your preference, try a rustic 
stew of thick-sliced bacon with green 
beans and pears (€11). For dessert 
indulge in the Lübecker Plettenpudding, 
a layered parfait of Bavarian cream, 
puréed berries, almond macaroons, 
sponge cake, and sherry, mentioned 
in Thomas Mann’s novel, Budden-
brooks.

Contact: Schiffergesellschaft, Bre-
itestrasse 2, D-23552 Lübeck, tel. 
+49/451-76770, fax 73279, restaurant@
schiffergesellschaft.com, www.schiffer-
gesellschaft.com.
Rating: Quality 16/20, Value 16/20

Ratskeller zu Lübeck
This is another popular restaurant 

that combines solid cooking with old 
North German ambience. Located 
in the cellar of the Town Hall, meals 
are served in nine different rooms, 
which seat from 12 to 200 guests. 
Vaulted ceilings, dark wooden wain-
scoting, old prints, brass chandeliers, 
and ships’ models (in the Admiral’s 
Room) complete the setting for a meal 
of local and regional specialties.

Appetizers include cream of cray-
fish soup (“from an old Lübecker rec-
ipe,” €5.50) and a Nordic fish platter 
composed of Matjes (young herring) 
fillets, North Sea shrimp, dill sauce, 
and baguette (€9.50 as a starter, or 
€13.50 as a main course with roasted 
potatoes). Main-dish fish specialties 
include Lübecker Pannfisch, pan-fried 
fish fillet on mustard sauce with mus-
sels, North Sea shrimp, cucumber, 
and roasted potatoes (€14.90). Finish 
with Marzipan-Pistachio “Lasagna” 
dessert, a colorful trompe l’oeil assem-
blage of marzipan and pistachio-paste 
layers with puréed red-fruit “tomato 
sauce” (€8).

Contact: Ratskeller zu Lübeck, 
Markt 13, D-23552 Lübeck, tel. 
+49/451/72044, fax 72052, info@
ratskeller-zu-luebeck.de, www.ratskel-
ler-zu-luebeck.de. 
Rating: Quality 14/20, Value 15/20

Kartoffel-Keller Lübeck
The Kartoffel-Keller Lübeck, or 

Lübeck Potato Cellar, is located in 
part of the brick-vaulted rooms un-
derneath the historic Heiligen-Geist-
Hospital. In good weather, meals are 

also served in a pleasant courtyard. 
Naturally the potato is the featured 
ingredient on the extensive menu, 
although non-spud dishes are of-
fered, too. Potato soups (€5.50-6.50) 
lead to steak specialties (€13.50-19.50, 
garnished with potatoes) or fish main 
courses (nine selections from €11.50-
17.90). Especially popular are the rus-
tic meat and potatoes dishes served 
in a heavy iron skillet. Then there are 
potato pancakes, potato dumplings, 
baked potatoes, and potato gratins, 
all with a variety of garnishes (€6.90-
11.90). And finally, if you still have 
room, choose one of the delicious 
desserts made with or without pota-
toes, such as the Lübecker Rode Grütt 
mit Vanillesauce, a northern Germany 
specialty of fruit pudding garnished 
with creamy vanilla sauce (€5.50).

Contact: Kartoffel-Keller Lübeck, 
Koberg 8, D-23558 Lübeck, tel. 
+49/451/76234, fax 75344, info@
kartoffel-keller.de, www.kartoffel-
keller.de.
Rating: Quality 12/20, Value 13/20

Konditorei-Café Niederegger
Established in 1806, the Niedereg-

ger family’s marzipan-making busi-
ness later expanded into its flagship 
bakery, confectionery store, and café 
on Lübeck’s Breitstrasse, with later 
branches at Lübeck’s Holstentor and 
under the arcades in the city’s Markt-
platz, as well as in the nearby seaside 
spa of Travemünde. When you enter 
the door of Konditorei-Café Niedereg-
ger in Lübeck, you’ll be tempted to 
stop, marvel at, and buy all the won-
derful marzipan confections on the 
counters and shelves, not to mention 
the mouth-watering cakes in the dis-
play cases. Visitors should also head 
to the back of the café, or to the floor 
above, for a sit-down experience of 
Kaffee und Kuchen in Niederegger’s 
two classically decorated salons. 

In addition to a mid-morning or 
mid-afternoon coffee or tea break, you 
can eat breakfast and lunch in Nie-
deregger’s plush salons. (The front of 
the first-floor salon has a good view 
of the Town Hall across the street.) 
Lunch offerings include soups (€4-5), 
salads (€6-8), light main dishes such 

www.marzipanland.de
mailto:restaurant@schiffergesellschaft.com
mailto:restaurant@schiffergesellschaft.com
http://www.schiffergesellschaft.com
http://www.schiffergesellschaft.com
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mailto:info@ratskeller-zu-luebeck.de
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Vienna By Design 
Continued from page 1

Lamée another new hotel, called To-
pazz, is Lamée’s “suitor.” A gentleman 
in a three-piece navy suit complete 
with a pocket scarf is the hotel muse 
depicted on its stationary. If Lamée has 
a feminine vibe with touches like tas-
sels on the window shades and a pale 
yellow quilted leather chest that hides 
the television, Topazz is masculine. 
The brown shiny exterior has round 
windows to make it look like a subma-
rine. Maybe the secret to a great vaca-
tion is to have the gentlemen stay at 
Topazz and the women stay at Lamée! 

Lamée’s Café Bar Bloom is the 
place to mix with local businesspeople 
relaxing after work. The loud two-
story bar overlooks the busy shopping 
street and a “hot dog” stand. 

Do your best to nab a comfy chair 
next to the window for great people 
watching. My dinner was an assort-
ment of appetizers in the new style of 
Vienna cuisine. 

If you are planning to have a pic-
nic either in a park or your room, a 
gleaming Merkur market is just up 

as baked potatoes with herring fillets 
and cream seasoned with fresh herbs 
(€8), veal ragout (€7), turkey steak 
with buttered rice and basil sauce 
(€9), and house-made veal paté en-
cased in flaky pastry (€10). Definitely 
try the bakery’s well known specialty, 
a slice of Niederegger Nusstorte, a rich 
hazelnut cake covered with a layer of 
marzipan, followed by a little glass 
of Niederegger’s irresistible Cuandolé 
marzipan liqueur. Then waddle up to 
the second floor above ground level 
to take a look at the company’s small 
museum on the history of marzipan. 
Finally, if you’re a nut for marzipan 
and want to stock up for the year, 
head to the factory outlet store at 
Zeiss-Strasse 1-7, D-23560 Lübeck, to 
buy in bulk at the best prices.

Contact: Konditorei-Café Niederegger, 
Breitstrasse 89, D-23552 Lübeck, tel. 
+49/451/5301-126, fax 5301-114, www.
niederegger.de.
Rating:  Quality 14/20, Value 16/20 
(meals); Quality 18/20, Value 18/20 
(confections and cakes).

the street. Those who walk upstairs 
are rewarded with a large selection of 
Austrian wines at reasonable prices.

The best part about these hotels is 
the location; within walking distance 
of all the major attractions, the State 
Opera House, the MuseumsQuartier, 
and the Imperial Palace. The Danube 
Canal is just a few blocks away where 
I discovered the delightful new res-
taurant Motto am Fluss whose design 
could be mistaken for a two-story ship. 
The first floor is a throwback to the 
1950s with a black and white tile floor 
and cozy booths. I opted for the more 
casual Motto Café on the second floor 
that has a large terrace. The menu in-
cluded bruschetta that turned out to be 
pears and caramelized cheese puffs on 
a bed of arugula. Prices are reasonable 
in this expensive city.

Across the Canal you can see 
Sofitel Hotel’s “light show,” a kaleido-
scope of changing colors outside the 
building and on their roof. The Sofitel 
is sleek and the rooms are large, but it 
seemed impersonal and minimalistic. 
Do visit the top floor for a panoramic 
view of the city, but avoid the €5 
charge for sitting in the restaurant and 
opt for a drink in the bar. 

If your dream is to see the opera 
on New Year’s Eve start planning 
now. I did a last minute trip and was 
told that the traditional New Year’s 
Eve program, Die Fledermaus, at the 
Vienna State Opera was sold out. On 
my way to the MuseumsQuartier men 
in red capes and pointed hats asked if 
I wanted to buy tickets to events. The 
official looking badges around their 
necks made them seem legitimate and 
I gladly purchased an opera ticket for 
$300. Turns out, of course, that they are 
ticket scalpers so feel free to negotiate. 
In addition to the great view, my box 
seat had a small translation screen.

 Beforehand I enjoyed dinner at 
Brasserie Stadtboden just a few blocks 
from the Opera House. Couples, 
singles, and families mingled in this 
casual spot with booths, high tables, 
and wood floors. Menu items such as 
sausage, goulash, pumpkin soup, and 
chili con carne were reasonably priced 
and paired nicely with local beers and 
my new favorite wine, the St. Laurent 

Austrian red wine.

If you don’t want to spring for an 
opera ticket, join the crowds outside 
sitting on folding chairs watching a 
big screen of previous performances. 
It’s conveniently located right next to 
tables selling soup, mulled wine, and 
champagne. 

Walking back to my hotel on New 
Year’s Eve was more like being airlift-
ed. The crowds were so thick I could 
not help but be moved by the throng. 
Fortunately the Austrians are orderly 
and polite. Back in my room I sat on 
my terrace and watched fireworks 
cascading outside my window.

ViEnna By DEsiGn  
The DeTAils

Hotel Lamée 
Rotenturmstrasse 15, tel. +43/1/532 
22 40, www.hotellamee.com, book-
ing@hotellamee.com

Rates range €198 to  €1,748 for a full 
suite in high season. Breakfast is not 
included in the room price, but a 
large buffet is available for €25. 

Hotel Topazz 
Lichtensteg 3, tel. +43-/1/532 22 50, 
www.hoteltopazz.com, booking@
hoteltopazz.com

Topazz offers a free wine reception 
every evening in the downstairs 
lounge and a continental breakfast

Brasserie Stadtboden  
Krugerstrasse 8, tel. +43/1/512 16 
37, www.stadtboden.at, brasserie@
stadtboden.at     

Motto Cafe 
Schwedenplatz 2, tel. +43/1/252 55 
11, www.motto.at/mottoamfluss, 
cafe@mottoamfluss.at

MuseumsQuartier 
musuemsplatz 1/5, tel. +43/1/523 
5881, www.mqw.at, office@mqw.at

Leopold Museum 
MuseumsQuartier, Museumsplatz 
1, tel. +43/1/525 700, www.leopol-
dmuseum.org, office@leopoldmu-
seum.org

Vienna State Opera 
Opernring 2 , tel. +431/51444 7880, 
www.wiener-staatsoper.at

http://www.niederegger.de
http://www.niederegger.de
http://www.hotellamee.com
mailto:booking%40hotellamee.com?subject=
mailto:booking%40hotellamee.com?subject=
http://www.hoteltopazz.com
mailto:booking%40hoteltopazz.com?subject=
mailto:booking%40hoteltopazz.com?subject=
http://www.stadtboden.at
mailto:brasserie%40stadtboden.at?subject=
mailto:brasserie%40stadtboden.at?subject=
http://http://www.motto.at/mottoamfluss/
mailto:cafe%40mottoamfluss.at?subject=
http://www.mqw.at
mailto:office%40mqw.at?subject=
http://www.leopoldmuseum.org
http://www.leopoldmuseum.org
mailto:office%40leopoldmuseum.org?subject=
mailto:office%40leopoldmuseum.org?subject=
www.wiener-staatsoper.a
http://www.wiener-staatsoper.at
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It’s easy to spend a day in the Mu-
seumsQuartier and feel you haven’t 
made a dent. Skip the long lines and 
buy your tickets for one or all of the 
museums in the gift store at the Leo-
pold Museum. The most popular 
museum in the square has the largest 
Egon Schiele collection in the world as 
well as masterpieces by Gustav Klimt. 
A current exhibit, “Nude Men,” is also 
drawing crowds, especially those who 
want their photo taken with a huge 
wood sculpture of a man in his birth-
day suit that welcomes visitors at the 
museum entrance. 

Most museums have cafes ranging 
from traditional overflowing Austrian 
breakfasts to tiny high tables offering a 
quick strudel and an espresso. 

At the end of the day, walking back 
to your hotel you’ll feel like the horses, 
pleased with all the sights and sounds 
but ready to hit the hay.

(Ed.Note: We are especially pleased to 
welcome Ruth Wertzberger Carlson. Ruth, 
for many years a reporter at San Francis-
co’s KCBS all-news radio station, is one of 
10 children from the extraordinary Wertz-
berger family that grew up two doors from 
us in Hayward, California. Over a span 
of 20-plus years Wertzberger kids were in 
and out of our house frequently and some 
lifelong friendships were formed. All 10 
have turned out to be successful adults —
journalist, pharmaceutical executive, Napa 
Valley winemaker, professional musician, 
family and marriage counselor, flight at-
tendant, etc. I never met a Wertzberger I 
didn’t like.—RHB.)

Franconia Memories
Your Wúrzburg to Bamberg trip 

reminded me of our three years in Sch-
weinfurt am Main from mid-1959 to 
mid-1962. (Schweinfurt is no place to 
visit.) You mentioned you were under 
the sea during your service. I was rid-
ing around in a jeep herding a couple 
of tanks, APCs, and scout jeeps some 
of the time. Many of the towns you 
mentioned have familiar names but I 
was usually too cold most of the time 
to notice. There was territory north of 
Route 22 in which we held some field 
maneuvers/training. 

 We were back in the general area 

well-covered Gasthof Fraundorfer for 
the first time. The inn is everything 
you have said it would be, and Barba-
ra Fraundorfer an exceptional hostess. 
The town was a winter wonderland, 
and dinner included an accordion 
player doing classic Bavarian Christ-
mas music. 

In Salzburg we had a predict-
ably wonderful stay at our favorite, 
Goldener Hirsch, in a junior suite 
using Starwood Points for two nights. 
I don’t know if this room was really 
a so-called “Festival Wing upgraded 
room,”as promised in my booking, 
but if that would have been an annex, 
I am certainly more than happy we 
were in the main building instead, as 
the room was exceptional. Dinner at 
s’Herzl is always a favorite.

Our last night in Munich, we 
stayed at Prinzregenten am Frie-
densengel, one of few hotels avail-
able under €250. Our junior suite was 
€205. This was a reasonable choice in 
a clean and comfortable room, but the 
real star was an excellent breakfast 
included.

The Christmas market phenom-
enon seems to be spreading by leaps 
and bounds from our first such experi-
eneces in the late 1970’s in Rothenburg 
ob Tauber, Nürnberg, Munich and 
Salzburg. Not only do more towns 
have them, they are much bigger and 
less intimate. Nevertheless, the GAP 
market was a pleasant stop for Glüh-
wein and sausage.

Lufthansa was offering its busi-
ness class at half the mileage cost, so 
my wife and I enjoyed it for the first 
time for only the cost of taxes (still 
cheaper than economy), and now 
I worry if I will ever be happy in 
economy again. The flight to Germany 
included the new lie-flat seats, and 
I think I actually was able to sleep a 
bit on the overnight for the first time 
among my 30-plus flights there over 
the years. And the food was superb 
as well. The return did not include 
the lie-flat seats, as LH gradually up-
grades its fleet, but with virtually no 
one else in our section, we felt as if we 
were on a private plane.

Rob HumbeRston

longmeadow, ma

about 3½ years ago. I still have my old 
Shell Oil map with only a couple of 
Autobahns on it. So much change from 
the Germany of that day. The road had 
been mostly repaired but not modern-
ized, so it was reminiscent of the pre-
war country. A good time to have been 
there, for many reasons. One could get 
a good meal for two or three dollars.  
The little Mercedes we bought was $1/
lb=$2,500!  Cash only.

ed watkins

Via email

Roots Along the Danube
We did a short visit to the Wachau 

this past summer to do a little ancestral 
research. We visited with the Pharrampt  
(church recorder) in the Dürnstein 
Church to view records of my wife’s 
family, but the church had already 
transferred their old records to a digi-
tal database in the Cathedral in Sankt 
Pölten. If your readers are searching for 
their Austrian forebearers, they will run 
into the same situation. All church hard 
copy records are in process of digitiza-
tion to save the paper records of the last 
500-plus years.  

We can gladly recommend Pi-
chler’s Landhotel Wachau (Best West-
ern, www.hotel-wachau.com) in the 
village of Emmersdorf-Lubberegg in 
the Wachau area. It is centrally located 
to all the beautiful attractions, and has 
a fabulous view of the Melk Monas-
tery just on the opposite shore of the 
Danube (Donau).

English descendants and histori-
ans’ probably know that Dürnstein is 
where the Archduke of Wien captured 
and imprisoned King Richard The 
Lionhearted for three years in the 12th 
century. If it were not for the Arch-
duke, we would not have tales of the 
adventures of Robin Hood!

JoHn Hill

Via email

Winter Trip Report
My wife and I had par-

ticularly good fortune last year 
with a mid-December return to 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen after a 25-
year hiatus there, and Salzburg, after a 
six-year hiatus there.

 In GAP we arrived to fresh five 
inches of snow, and stayed at your 

Readers’ Forum
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