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GEMüTLICHKEIT
The Travel Letter for Germany, Austria & Switzerland

Larry Needs Your Advice

Linz in Upper Austria

Swiss Comestibles II 

his capital city of the province of 
Upper Austria proudly accepted 
the title Cultural Capital of Eu-

rope, in 2009. That was surely a tribute 
to Linz, for in World War II it had a 
darker side. 

Adolf Hitler, who spent part of 
his childhood here, retained a lifelong 
affection for Linz and wanted it, ulti-
mately, to be the cultural and indus-
trial capital of his Reich. So it was from 
its Rathaus balcony in March, 1938, 

that he chose to 
declare the annexa-

tion of Austria to the German Empire. 
Linz was to be his retirement home 
and he planned, among other things, a 
mausoleum for his parents in a tower 
higher than Vienna’s St. Stephen’s 
cathedral. He also expected to build a 
museum in Linz where he would dis-
play the thousands of art treasures he 
had stolen throughout Europe. 

by Phyllis Meras

But the Fuhrer’s enthusiasm for 
his childhood home hardly helped it. 
Trying to make it a more important 
industrial city, he built the Hermann-
Göring Werke, a major steel mill 
on the outskirts of Linz in a village 
called St. Peter, then created the 
Mauthausen Concentration Camp a 
half-hour away to provide the plant 
with slave labor. The steel plant was a 
natural target for the Allies and al-
though the two Austrian cties of Wie-
ner Neustadt and Klagenfurt suffered 
more, Linz was pounded by 22 air 
raids that killed 1,679 people before 
the war ended. The last was in April, 
1945, just a month before the German 
surrender. Then, from 1945 until 1955, 
Linz suffered as a divided city. South 
of the Danube it was in the U.S. occu-
pation zone; north of the Danube, it 
belonged to the Soviet Union.

Today, however, Linz is the thriv-

art one of An Epicurean’s Guide 
to Switzerland viewed the 
country’s geographic regions 

as culinary destinations, each with 
distinct food and wine specialties. 
In part two (and later part three) we 

take you along spe-
cific culinary routes, 

both within those regions and across 
the entire country. Whether your in-
terest is cheese or chocolates, wine or 
beer, food museums or gastronomic 
trails, you’ll find plenty to see and 
taste in every part of Switzerland.

A Pretty Cheesy Place 
Switzerland produces 450 kinds 

of cheese, some are world famous, 
others can be tasted only in the 
specific areas where they are made. 
Every region has its own cheeses, 
most of them made from the milk of 

cows that graze on alpine pastures. 
Cheese lovers can eat their way 
around the country, visiting cheese 
producers, shops, and museums, all 
devoted to one of Switzerland’s best 
known food products. 

See www.switzerland-cheese.
com and www.myswitzerland.com/
en/cheese-1-1.html to plan your 
own route through Switzerland’s 
major cheese-producing areas, as 
well as a few places off the beaten 
path. Some of the highlights include:

• Sbrinz: This spicy, hard grat-
ing cheese has been made in central 
Switzerland near Luzern for hun-
dreds of years. Visit one or more of 

Though we live thousands of miles 
apart, my old Navy buddy Larry stays in 
touch. In fact, he’s the glue that holds our 
1962 University of Idaho NROTC (Naval 
Reserve Officer Training Corps) class 
together. We started with 22 in 1958 and 
Larry managed to get 16 of us back to the 
school last spring for a 50-year reunion. 
It’s an extraordinary group. There are war 
heroes (Silver Star, Bronze, Purple Heart, 
Distinguished Flying Cross), six pilots, 
five engineers, a nuclear submarine com-
mander, a teacher or two, a world-class 
yachtsman, and one guy who writes travel 
newsletters. Some made the Navy a career 
while others, like me, resigned their com-
mission after the required four years active 
duty. The Navy paid our way through 
school, sent us off to the fleet on cruises 
during college summers, and then asked 
us to serve for four years. For every single 
one of us it was a terrific deal and we are 
all more grateful than you can imagine.

Larry is not just a college buddy, he 
has remained a good friend; one of the 
best people I know. He flew F-8 fighter 
jets, made 243 carrier landings (53 at night) 
and later retired as a 747-400 Captain with 
United Airlines. Now he can fly anywhere 
free, a privilege also extended to his wife...
except she doesn’t fly. So Larry has to go it 
alone or find a friend.  

Last year he and another Navy friend 
toured France for two weeks. This year 
they want to start in Zürich, get a car, 
and see a bit of Switzerland and southern 
Germany, mostly Bavaria, for a couple of 
weeks in early October. He has sought my 
advice but I’d like to have your input, too. 
After all, who better to advise than savvy 
Gemütlichkeit subscribers, many with de-
cades of experience in traveling to this part 
of Europe? So, please, send me an email—
or a letter via regular post—with your own 
favorite sights, hotels and restaurants, and 
I’ll pass them along.

As a start, I asked Larry for guidance 
as to his own travel preferences. Here are 
parts of his email response:

We don’t need fancy hotels, moderate is 
good. Wi-Fi is important, as is good food, a 
friendly tavern, small towns. (Ed note: he 

by Sharon Hudgins

http://www.switzerland-cheese.com/en.html
http://www.switzerland-cheese.com/en.html
http://www.myswitzerland.com/en/cheese-1-1.html
http://www.myswitzerland.com/en/cheese-1-1.html
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Guestrooms   30%
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Using Gemütlichkeit
• Hotel prices listed are for one night. Dis-
counts are often available for longer stays.
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otherwise noted.
• Local European telephone area codes 
carry the “0” required for in-country dialing. 
To phone establishments from outside the 
country, such as from the USA, do not dial 
the first “0”.

Back Issues Website
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wants what we all want.) 
Not too interested in churches, museums, 

or castles unless they are special.

Wouldn’t mind going 130 mph without 
being in an airplane.

 Wouldn’t mind doing a little hiking or 
sightseeing in the mountains.

 Like quaint towns, but not sure where to 
find them or what to do when we get there.

Haven’t seen much of Switzerland, but 
would like to.

In a later email he floated the idea of 
using Munich as a base for daytrips by car.

I responded with the brief, off-the-top-
of-my-head thoughts below, but they need 
much refinement and to be supplemented 
by your thoughts. From my email to Larry:

• Five days of driving in and out of 
Munich every day will be a pain in the ****. 
But do spend two or three days there; see 
the big beer halls, take a long walk in the 
Englischer Garten, maybe even go to the 
Deutsches Museum (not art but transport, 
energy, technology, stuff you’ll like).  

• Arrive ZRH, pickup car, drive to 
Appenzell, Switzerland. Crash at Hotel 
Appenzell. Next day, board the little red 
train from Appenzell to the end of the line 
at Wasserauen (11 minutes), and return the 
4-5 miles on foot via the paved, mostly flat 
footpath that runs by the rail tracks and 
the Schwendibach river. Stop for lunch at 
Schwende, Weissbad, or Steinegg. For a 
shorter walk, get off the train at Weissbad. 

• Drive an hour or so to Lindau, 
Germany, and check into a hotel on the 
Bodensee (Lake Constance)—we’ll talk 

which hotel later. Then get back in the 
car and head northwest along the lake to 
Friedrichshafen for lunch and Europe’s 
1998 “Museum of the Year,” the Zepplin 
Museum. Return to Lindau and stroll this 
charming town set on a little peninsula that 
juts into the lake.

• About an hour east is the tiny town 
of Seeg, Germany, near Füssen. Stay at 
Pension Heim and have dinner at Gasthof 
Hirsch. This hilltop hamlet gets few tour-
ists but has a wonderful setting. Visit the 
small cemetery. In See you are close to the 
famed Royal Castles: Neueschwanstein, 
the ‘Disney’ castle, and Hohenschwangau, 
which offers the more interesting tour. 
About an hour east, is the extraordinary 
one-bedroom castle, Linderhof.

• If you want to see Munich, this is the 
point in the trip to do it. The drive there 
should provide your 130mph opportunity. 

• Next stop, Garmisch-Partnekirchen, 
and Gasthof Fraundorfer in Partenkirchen. 
Make sure you book a dinner reservation 
for 7pm and plan to stay until at least 10pm 
for the music and dancing. It’s a must. Visit 
the old Olympic Stadium (1936) with ski 
jump, walk the Partnachklamm, perhaps 
take a train and cable car trip to the Zug-
spitze, Germany’s highest mountain. Drive 
the area and visit towns such as Mitten-
wald, Murnau, and Oberammergau. This is 
the Alps and the scenery is spectacular. 

• Berchtesgaden. See the “Eagle’s 
Nest” built for Hitler’s 50th birthday on the 
Kehlstein mountain. Take a short electric 
boat ride on the glassy Königsee, spend a 
day in Salzburg, visit the salt mines. While 
seeing this region, consider bunking with 
the best hosts in all of Austria, Eike and 
Georg von Gernerth at Schloss Haunsperg 
in Oberalm, south of Salzburg.

• Head back toward Switzerland via 
Ellmau (Austria) for the unique experience 
of upscale Austrian country hospitality at 
Hotel der Bär. Next day, 20 minutes down 
the road, stop at the Riedel factory where 
the world’s finest wine glasses are made by 
hand. Continue on to Switzerland.

• You saw a little of Switzerland at 
the start of the trip but the next stop is 
even better: the overpoweringly gorgeous 
Bernese Oberland, specifically the Lauter-
brunnen Valley and the car-free villages in 
the mountains above it. I suggest Mürren 
as it is more remote and has the best Jung-
frau and Eiger views. Wengen is another 
option, but in both you can walk your pos-
terior off and be awed by the mountains. 

• If your flight home is after 11:30am, 
on your last night come down from Mür-
ren for a night on the Brienzersee at the 
lakeside Chalet du Lac, across the lake 
from Interlaken, in tiny Iseltwald. Next 
morning, catch the 6:28am bus to the In-
terlaken East Rail Station, and from there 
you’ll be at the Zürich Aiport by 9:16am. 

Send your travel suggestions for Larry 
to bob@gemut.com.—RHB    

http://www.gemut.com/csub.html
mailto:bob%40gemut.com?subject=My%20suggestions%20for%20Larry


Gemütlichkeit 3 April 2013

www.gemut.com“Like” us at Facebook.com/Gemut.com

Linz
Continued from page 1

ums—are depicted. A homeowner can, 
indeed, walk over his own rooftop. 

An 18th-century column com-
memorating that century’s plague is 
the centerpiece of the Hauptplatz. The 
square is also the starting point for the 
Pöstlingbergbahn (Postling Mountain 
Train), an electrical railway that be-
gan in 1898 and is one of the world’s 
steepest electric adhesion railways. It 
carries sightseers 1,782 feet to the best 
overlook above the city; to the zoo and 
to the Grottenbahn (Grotto Railway) 
which has whisked children through 

a fairyland of elves and dwarves since 
the early 20th century.

A walk around the Altstadt (Old 
Town), which is very small, is easily 
made from the Hauptplatz. Today, the 
area is largely one of bars and restau-
rants, but here and there are impres-
sive Baroque facades or plaques that 
give clues to interesting events that 
have occurred inside. At 17 Altstadt 
Lane, Mozart stayed for several days 
when he was 27, visiting the Count 
of Thun. His host asked him to play a 
symphony for guests. As Mozart had 
no music with him he decided to com-
pose his 36th Symphony, the “Linz,” to 
fulfill his host’s request.

At Landhausplatz 1 is the arcaded 
Renaissance courtyard of the school 
where the German mathematician and 
astronomer Johannes Kepler taught 
for 14 years in the 17th century. In the 
courtyard’s center is a Fountain of the 
Planets as a reminder of him. In the 
Kremsmünsterhaus on the Altmarkt it 
is said that the Holy Roman Emperor 
Frederick III died after the amputation 
of his leg in 1493. 

Across the Hauptplatz from 
the Tourist Information Office, one 
can easily walk up Hofgasse to the 
Schlossberg, the site of the 17th-cen-
tury castle that overlooks the Danube 
and was restored in the 1950s. There 
are also still some remains of the for-
tress where Frederick III stayed when 
he was in Linz. In today’s spacious 
museum are items from Celtic and Ro-
man days, Gothic and Baroque altars, 
coins and costumes, and weapons and 
crafts of Upper Austria. There are also 
exhibits of nature in the area and the 
piano Beethoven played on one of his 
visits to Linz where his brother had an 
apothecary shop.

Of course, down in the city cen-
ter, the Old and the New Cathedrals 
should not be missed. The Old Cathe-
dral is just off the Hauptplatz close 
to where Landstrasse begins. The 
New Cathedral is near Landstrasse 
on Domplatz. In the Old Cathedral, 
Bruckner was a full-time organist from 
1856 to 1868 and he had the organ 
altered to fulfill his requirements. It 
has not been changed since and is still 
played.

ing: Austria’s third largest city, attrac-
tive to industrial workers, businessmen 
and tourists. It is known for its site on 
the Danube, its old and new architec-
ture, its museums, churches and mu-
sic. The 19th-century composer Anton 
Bruckner began his musical training 
at the nearby monastery in St. Florian. 
He composed his Mass in E-Minor for 
the 1869 inauguration of the choir and 
chapels of the New Cathedral (Cathe-
dral of St. Mary), which, with room for 
20,000 people, is Austria’s largest. There 
is a Bruckner University of Music, a 
Brucknerhaus concert hall, a Bruckner 
Museum in the Old Cathedral (Church 
of St. Ignatius), and even pastry shaped 
like a Bruckner music note. 

The city’s newest attraction for mu-
sic lovers, just opened this spring, is 
the Musiktheatre Linz, a monumental 
opera house of more than 1,700 seats, 
richly decorated in red and gold. It is 
less than a 10-minute walk from the 
Hauptbahnhof (railway station), the 
station Austrian railway users, year 
after year, have selected as their favor-
ite in the nation.

The station is also a good starting 
point for a trip by bus to the city’s 
botanical garden with the third larg-
est cactus collection in Europe, after 
those in Monaco and Zürich. Visitors 
arriving by train, are advised to buy 
a three-day Linz card for €25 at the 
station Information Office and find 
out which buses to take to visit the 
garden. In addition to including all 
public transportation, a Linz card cov-
ers museum and exhibition entrance 
fees, a roundtrip on the Pöstlingberg 
Railway to the highest point above 
Linz, and reductions at some cafés and 
restaurants.

For walkers, a good place to 
begin a Linz sightseeing tour is the 
Hauptplatz (Main Square). There, the 
above-mentioned Linz card is sold 
at the Tourist Information Office in 
the Altes Rathaus (Old Town Hall). A 
fascinating overview can be had inside 
on an aerial-view photographic floor 
map of the entire city. On the plastic-
covered picture, all city structures—
private houses, churches, and muse-

Population: 190,000

Elevation: 260 meters (863 feet) 

Tourist Information: Hauptplatz 1, 
4020, tel. + 43/0732/7070 2009, fax 
7070/542009, tourist.info@linz.at, 
www.linz.at/tourismus. 

Linz City Tourist Board, Hauptplatz 
1, tel. +43/0732/7070 2009, www.
linz-tours.at. Sightseeing tours March 
31-Oct. 31 daily in German at 11am, 
less frequently off-season.

Linz Guide Service Hotline, tel. 
+43/650/2009009, office@linz-tours.at  

Danube bicycle tours arranged by 
Donau Touristik at Ledergasse 4-12, 
tel. +43/70/2080 8, office@donauto-
uristik.com

Driving distances:
Frankfurt  551 km/344 mi  
Melk   101 km/63 mi 
Munich  272 km/169 mi  
Passau   81 km/56 mi
Salzburg  133 km/83 mi
Vienna   190 km/102 mi

Rail connections: Hourly service 
from Vienna and Salzburg; every two 
hours from Munich and Innsbruck

Nearest Airport: Blue Danube 
Airport, Horsching 20 km/12.4 mi

Special Events: 
• Linz Fest, May 26-28
• Anton Bruckner Choir Competition 
& Festival, May 29-June 2
• Summer Festival, June 24-30/July2-7
• International Street Art Festival, 
July 18-29 
• Bruckner Festival,  Sept.15-Oct. 6

Linz Basics

mailto:tourist.info%40linz.at?subject=
http://www.linz.at/tourismus
http://www.linz-tours.at
http://www.linz-tours.at
mailto:office%40linz-tours.at?subject=
mailto:office%40donautouristik.com?subject=
mailto:office%40donautouristik.com?subject=
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Key Websites for the Traveler
• www.gemut.com Gateway site for 
travelers to Germanic Europe, including car 
rental, rail passes, hotel bookings, travel tips, 
and past issues (free access to back issues for 
subscribers; see log-on info on page 2).
• www.viamichelin.com The Michelin 
database of hotels and restaurants, plus great 
interactive trip planning tools
• www.travelessentials.com Guide-
books, maps, travel accessories, luggage, all 
at 10 percent off for subscribers. Use discount 
code gemut2010.
• maps.google.com Amazing map re-
source. Driving & walking. Zoom in-out. Great 
detail city & country. Satellite & terrain views.
• bahn.hafas.de/bin/query.exe/
en German rail website, with train schedules 
throughout Europe, as well as Germany.
• www.sbb.ch/en/ Swiss and European 
rail schedules
• www.ski-europe.com Top Web re-
source for skiers with much info on Alpine resorts
• www.myswitzerland.com Website 
of Switzerland’s national tourist authority
• www.germany-tourism.de Ger-
many’s national tourist authority
• www.austria.info/us Austria’s 
national tourist authority
• www.historicgermany.com Web-
site for an alliance of historic German cities
• www.thetravelinsider.info Info on electron-
ics for travelers — cell phones, computers, etc. 

On the stairs leading up to the or-
gan is the small Bruckner “museum” 
of memorabilia. In it are spiritual 
books, a watch he gave an admiring 
young woman, letters, photos, and a 
laurel-wreath once presented to him.

Construction of the New Cathe-
dral, which is in Neo-Gothic style, and 
whose architect had also worked on 
the Cologne Cathedral, was not begun 
until 1862 and not finished until 1924. 
But it was for the formation of its 
choir and the completion of its chapels 
in 1864 that Bruckner wrote his Mass 
in E Minor. Somewhat damaged in 
World War II, many of the New Ca-
thedral’s stained glass windows had 
to be replaced. Fifty years after war’s 
end in 1995, a German artist designed 
windows for the front of the Cathedral 
with geometric designs reminiscent of 
oriental rugs. They are meant to sym-
bolize creation and peace and invite 
contemplation by the viewer. On a 
window near the side entrance of the 
cathedral is a representation of Bruck-
ner with a sheet of music.

A great many “new” Linz high-
lights, however, are along the Dan-
ube’s banks, which city fathers have 

dubbed The Cultural Mile. It is a 
short walk from the Hauptplatz to the 
river’s south bank. A footbridge cross-
es the street below and leads to the 
Lentos (Linz’s Celtic name) Kunstmu-
seum that opened in 2003. After dark, 
its glass exterior shimmers in reds and 
blues. Inside, the works of such 19th 
and 20th-century artists as Kandinsky, 
Klimt, Schiele, Kokoschka and Warhol 
are displayed.

Beyond it are the Danube Park, 
where Linz’s outdoor festivals are 
often held and the Brucknerhaus, a 
concert hall, which is often described 
as being shaped like a portion of 
the city’s renowned Linzer Torte—a 
shortbread-like pastry with red cur-
rant jam. 

Opened in 1974, the concert hall 
affords a fine view of the green-gray 
river below. Renowned for its excep-
tional acoustics, it is the site of con-
certs year round and of the Bruckner 
Festival in the fall. Outside is an im-
pressive sculpted head of Bruckner.

On the north side of the river, 
reached by taking the Nibelungen 
Brücke over the Danube, is the Ars 
Electronica (Electronic Arts) Center 
that shimmers in many colors after 
dark from lights behind its glass sur-
face. State-of-the-art exhibits inside 
this extraordinarily modern museum 
show the latest trends in electronic 
inventions, computer sciences, and 
media technology. In one exhibit, ro-
bots provide assistance to the infirm 
elderly and even include a furry robot 
that simulates a pet.

 In earlier times, this side of the 
river, called Urfahr, was a fishing 
village. Descend to the river via the 
stairs in front of the Ars Electronica 
Center and turn right along the river, 
to reach Fischergasse, a picturesque 
street of the old village houses. Even-
tually, you will come to a riverfront 
park at Steinmetzplatz—a pleasant 
place on a sunny day, to view the 
river. Urfahr is also one of several 
locations throughout the city where 
Hitler had 1930s state-of-the-art steel 
workers’ houses constructed. They 
are still occupied.

Since steel production remains a 
major industry in Linz, at the Voestal-

pine Stahlwelt, on the site of the old 
Hermann-Göring Steel Plant is a mu-
seum. There, visitors can experience, 
through multi-media presentations, 
what life is like in a steel plant and 
how high quality steel is produced.

Hotels 

Hotel zum Schwarzen Bären
This four-star, 50-room hotel is 

centrally situated two minutes from 
the Landstrasse, Linz’s main shopping 
street, and about a 10-minute walk 
from the Hauptplatz. It is proudly 
advertised as having been the birth-
place—in pre-hotel days—of the Aus-
trian tenor, Richard Tauber. Today it 
is a modern “designer lifestyle” hotel 
with simple, but attractive rooms. 
There is a fine restaurant serving both 
local and international dishes. Hotel 
service is attentive and helpful. The 
lobby, however, is small and function-
al—not a spot for a rendezvous. 

Contact: Hotel zum Schwarzen Bären, 
Herrenstrasse 9-11, 4020 Linz, tel. +43/ 
732/772 477, fax 772-477-47, www.
wine-friends.com/hotel2009/en/in-
dex.html, baer@linz-hotel.at
Daily Rates: Singles €94, doubles €136 
Rating: Quality 16/20, Value 15/20

Hotel am Domplatz
A relatively new (2009), ultra-mod-

ern four-star property that emphasizes 
white décor throughout, the Domplatz 
was designed to cater to Linz’s busi-
ness visitors. It could appeal to any-
one, however. Its 27 business rooms 
look directly out at the New Cathedral. 
Altogether, there are 69 rooms and two 
suites, a spa, a bar and breakfast room. 

In a Baroque building next door, 
the Domviertel Relounge emphasizes 
regional fare, but offers international 
cooking, too. In summer, there is out-
door dining with a view of the cathe-
dral. Indoor parking is available for a 
fee in the Domplatz garage.

Contact: Hotel am Domplatz, Stifter-
srasse 4, 4020 Linz. tel. +43/732/773 
000, fax 773 000 155, www.hotelam-
domplatz.at, info@hotelamdomplatz.at
Daily Rates: Singles €130-140, doubles 
€160-210 
Rating: Quality 15/20, Value 12/20 

http://www.gemut.com
http://www.viamichelin.com
http://www.travelessentials.com
http://maps.google.com
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Summer airfares to Europe

Lowest Fares - Best Service

 

Best fares on Lufthansa, Delta, United, British 
Air, USAir, Air Berlin, Condor, Swiss, etc.

IMPORTANT: Fares are round trip to Germany for high-
season travel and include tax & fuel surcharge. 
Call for a to-the-penny quote or get an e-mail 
quote at www.gemut.com Cars also available in most      

European countries

• Upgrades through 9/30/2013. Discounts for longer 
rentals. All rates quoted in this ad are subject to 
change without notice but lock-in at booking. Rates 
based on one-week booking. Rates include Value 
Added Tax, unlimited mileage, 3rd party liability ins. 
but do not include CDW, theft insurance, road tax, 
and airport fees. 

Car 1-week xtra day
Opel Corsa  $195 $28
VW Golf (w/upgrade*) $207 $30
Opel Astra (Auto) $264 $38
VW Passat (w/upgrade*) $244 $35
MBZ C180/GPS (Auto) $383 $55
Skoda Superb $302 $43
MBZ C180/GPS (w/upgrade*) $263 $36
Skoda Superb (auto) $332 $47
BMW 5 (Auto/GPS) $526  $75
VW Touran  $240 $34
VW Touran (Auto) $271 $39
VW Passat Wagon $253 $36
Audi A4 SW (GPS) $430 $61
MBZ C200 SW (GPS)  $379 $54      
MBZ E-Class SW (GPS) $378  $54
VW Sharan 7-pass $482 $69
VW Minibus 9-pass $833 $94

Austria
Fiat Punto $262 $37
Ford Focus $285 $41
VW Golf (Auto) $550 $79
Mercedes B-Class  $361 $52
Skoda Octavia $424 $61
Mercedes C-Class $779 $111
Nissan SUV  $509 $73
Ford Focus Wagon $370 $53
Skoda Octavia Wagon   $458 $65 
Renault Traffic 9-Pass $933 $119

Switzerland
Opel Corsa $271 $39
Opel Astra $313 $45
Ford Focus (Auto) $456 $65
Opel Vectra  $512 $73
VW Golf Plus (Auto)  $622 $89
Ford C-Max Wagon  $541 $77
VW Golf Wagon  $427 $61
Skoda Octavia SW (auto) $632  $90 
Ford Galaxy Van $1310 $187
Renault Espace Van (auto) $1376 $197

European Auto Rental
Germany 

• Book a five-passenger van, VW Touran
 (or similar) in Germany for a week               

for $261, including 19% VAT

Best Current Deal

Travel MarT
www.gemut.com
A website for travelers to 
Germanic Europe

Atlanta ........................................$1189
Boston ........................................$1097
Chicago .......................................$1157
Dallas ..........................................$1277
Denver ........................................$1216
Los Angeles ................................$1252
Miami ..........................................$1238
New York ......................................$902
Orlando .......................................$1072
Seattle ........................................$1234
San Francisco .............................$1249
Washington DC ............................$1104
Call Now for Summer Business Class Specials
 Fares available from all  U.S. gateways

Gemütlichkeit's
Trip Planning &  
Booking Service 

• Hotel Bookings

• Hotel/Restaurant Recommendations 

• Backroads Itineraries

• Self-Guided Auto/Rail Tours

Ask about our individually 
tailored 14-day “Great Little 
Hotels & Restaurants of 
Germany” auto tours

800-521-6722

Your Berlin Headquarters

Hotel Art Nouveau
K'Damm & Savignyplatz neighborhood 
Many fine shops & small restaurants 

Mention Gemütlichkeit for 10% discount 
Editor's choice

Tel.+49.30.3277440, Fax +49.30.32774440
Email: info@hotelartnouveau.de
web: www.hotelartnouveau.de

Travel shopping is easy at www.gemut.
com. You can now book hotels, purchase 
rail passes and point-to-point rail tickets, 
buy travel insurance, and request quotes 
on transatlantic airline tickets and rental 
cars. Secure, one-stop European travel 
shopping at www.gemut.com

Book European Travel

I-1GEMÜTLICHKEIT Advertising Supplement September 2009

800-521-6722
Low season air to Europe...

Oct. 26-Dec. 10,  Dec . 25-Mar. 25

Consolidator Air Fares
Best  fares on  Lufthansa, American, Delta, United,

British Air, LTU, Northwest, Swiss, etc.

IMPORTANT: Fares are  round trip to Germany  for
mid-week travel and do not  include tax, fees, & fuel
surcharge. Call for a to-the-penny quote or get

an email quote at www.gemut.com

800.521.6722
Cars also available in most

European countries

• Upgrades through 10/31/09. Discounts for longer rent-
als. All rates quoted in this ad are as of 8/9/09, subject
to change without notice but lock-in at booking. Rates
based on one-week booking . Rates include unlimited mile-
age, 3rd party liability ins. but do not Include vaT, CDW,
theft insurance, road tax, and airport fees.

Car 1-week xtra day
Opel Corsa with air $204 $29

VW Golf (w/upgrade*) $205 $29

Opel Astra (Auto) $344 $48

VW Passat (w/upgrade*) $246 $35

VW Passat  (Auto) $363 $52

Audi A4 $343 $49

MBZ C180 (w/upgrade*) $267 $38

MBZ C180 (auto/GPS) $378 $54

MBZ E200 (Auto/GPS) $473 $68

VW Touran $327 $47

VW Golf SW $268 $38

VW Passat SW $319 $46

Audi A4 SW (GPS) $343 $49

BMW 530 SW (Auto/GPS) $586 $84

Volvo V70 SW (GPS) $394  $56

VW Sharan 7-pass $637 $91

VW Minibus 9-pass $637 $91

European Auto Rental
Germany

(Partial Vehicle List)

800-521-6722

• Through October 31, drive a Fullsize
Mercedes C200 in germany for a week for

$317, including 19% VAT. two-weeks is $570.

Best Current Deal

TRAVEL MART
www.gemut.com
A website for travelers to
Germanic Europe

Atlanta ............................. $411
Boston .............................. $356
Chicago ............................ $412
Dallas .............................. $406
Denver ............................. $434
Los Angeles ....................... $462
Miami ............................... $412
New York .......................... $312
Orlando ............................ $412
Seattle ............................. $462
San Francisco .................... $462
Washington DC ................... $362
Business Class ........... $2700 to $4000

 Fares available from all  U.S. gateways.

l hl

Gemütlichkeit's
Trip Planning &
Booking Service

• Hotel Bookings
• Hotel/Restaurant Recommendations
• Backroads Itineraries
• Self-Guided Auto/Rail Tours

800-521-6722

Your Berlin HeadquartersYour Berlin HeadquartersYour Berlin HeadquartersYour Berlin HeadquartersYour Berlin Headquarters

Hotel Art NouveauHotel Art NouveauHotel Art NouveauHotel Art NouveauHotel Art Nouveau
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Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440
Email: Email: Email: Email: Email: info@hotelartnouveau.deinfo@hotelartnouveau.deinfo@hotelartnouveau.deinfo@hotelartnouveau.deinfo@hotelartnouveau.de

web: web: web: web: web: www.hotelartnouveau.dewww.hotelartnouveau.dewww.hotelartnouveau.dewww.hotelartnouveau.dewww.hotelartnouveau.de

Travel shopping is easy at www.gemut.com
You can now book hotels, purchase rail
passes and point-to-point rail tickets, buy
travel insurance, and request quotes on
transatlantic airline tickets and rental
cars. Secure, one-stop European travel
shopping at www.gemut.com

Book European Travel

Hotel Schloss BergHotel Schloss BergHotel Schloss BergHotel Schloss BergHotel Schloss Berg
• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake

• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View

• Easy Access to Oktoberfest• Easy Access to Oktoberfest• Easy Access to Oktoberfest• Easy Access to Oktoberfest• Easy Access to Oktoberfest

• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office

Hotel magnificently situated on Lakeside
surrounded by elegant villas, manor houses,
castles, and Germany's most beautiful
countryside. Friendly, English-speaking staff.
Moderate affordable rates include sumptuous
buffet breakfast, tax and service. Free
bicycles, large rooms with private outside
terraces. Complimentary beer or wine with
lunch or dinner orders in our Lakeside
Dining Room and Pub. Ask about
Gemütlichkeit senior citizen rebate.

Rapid Rail into Munich every 20 minutes.
Lake cruise ships stop at our dock, close to
Bavarian Castles and Austria.

USA Reservations OfficeUSA Reservations OfficeUSA Reservations OfficeUSA Reservations OfficeUSA Reservations Office

Toll Free: 866-833-1251Toll Free: 866-833-1251Toll Free: 866-833-1251Toll Free: 866-833-1251Toll Free: 866-833-1251

BOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFESTBOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFESTBOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFESTBOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFESTBOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFEST

800-521-6722

Book Hotels Online 
www.gemut.com
. Three-star-plus hotels from:
Baden-Baden  ................... €71 
Berlin  .............................. €49
Frankfurt Airport  ............. €53
Garmisch-Partenkirchen  ..... €75 
Munich  ............................ €41
Munich Airport ................ €59
Wiesbaden ........................ €58
Graz .................................. €59
Salzburg  .......................... €49
Steyr  ................................ €68
Vienna  ............................. €34       
Vienna Airport ................. €50
Grindelwald ..................... CHF100
Interlaken ......................... CHF120
Lucerne  ........................... CHF115
Zürich  .............................. CHF115
Zürich Airport .................. CHF149

http://www.gemut.com
http://www.hotelartnouveau.de
http://www.gemut.com


TSA-Approved , our Triple Security 
Cable Lock not only locks your bag

tight - with the longer of its two cables, 
it protects itself from clumsy TSA agents

by locking TO your bag. It’s also great
for securing luggage to stationary objects!

$12.$12.56 (Reg.$13.95)

Eagle Creek Ease - It’s the latest from
the greatest & includes both two-wheeled 

and four-wheeled uprights, rolling
duffels, a rolling tote, garment bags, 

a rolling brief case, and more - 
all with Eagle Creek’s amazing 

“No Mat“No Matter What” Warranty. 

$112.50 - $405
(Reg. $125- $450)

NEW Lightweight
& Expandable Luggage

The Lock the TSA Can’t Lose!

Wash Your
Clothes

Anywhere!
Handy packets

of Woolite laundry 
detergent so you

ccan have clean clothes 
for the whole trip! 

(10 pack)

$5.36

(Reg. $5.95)

Prevent Leg
Swelling  &
Discomfort

TravelSox offer comfortable,
yet firm compression to

protect against  blood clots
and pain on long flightand pain on long flights.

$26.95

(Reg. $29.95)

Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) chips are
becoming more commonplace in credit cards
and passports. Our collection of RFID Blocking 
wallets, pouches, passport covers and organizers 
block RFID signals and keep your personal info
safe. 

$5.35 - $26.99 (Reg. $5.95 - $29.99)

Stop Electronic
ID Theft!

$62.95

(Reg. $69.95)

    Protect Your Valuables
    The CitySafe 200 travel purse offers a host of safety 
 features, including:

Slash-proof strap
& side panels.
Tamper-proof

zipper.
Snatch-proof
anchor clip.

        Plus, all the internal organization you’ll need for 
   cameras, cell phones, umbrellas, guide books and more!.

Squeezable and packable,
GoToob travel bottles
are easy to fill and
come in three carry-on 
approved sizes. 

Three packs starting
at $16.16 (Reg. $17.95)

$6.25 - $8.55

(Reg. $6.95 - $9.50)

1.25 oz 2 oz 3 oz

Finally, a Leak-Proof
Travel Bottle!

Producing quality maps and
guide books since 1900, Michelin’s
detail and accuracy make these
maps excellent for driving the
back roads of Europe.

$11.65

((Reg. $12.95)

Lost in Europe? Not
With A Michelin Map!

(use discount code Gemut.2013)



Order rail passes and tickets online at gemut.raileuorpe.com or phone 800-521-6722 

European Rail Pass Update: Due to great variety and ever-growing number of 
European rail passes, and because those prices change so frequently, we can no lon-
ger maintain a complete list of passes and their current prices on this page.

Research & Buy Rail Passes Online: You can find the price of all passes at our 
website. Go to Gemut.com and select “Rail” from the top menu. There you can re-
search rail travel and purchase rail passes as well as point-to-point rail tickets. The 
prices will be exactly the same as at the Rail Europe website. There is no service fee 
for ordering online.

Buy Rail Passes by Phone: Call 800-521-6722. The minimum $25 service fee will 
be waived for past customers and paid subscribers to the Gemütlichkeit newsletter.

Sample Rail Pass Prices for 2013
• Eurail Global Saver Pass (24 countries) 
 10 days: $799
 15 consecutive days: $678
• Eurail Select Pass
 5 days, 3 countries, saver pass: $428
 5 days, 4 countries, saver pass: $478
 5 days, 5 countries, saver pass: $526
• European East Pass (5 countries)
 5 days, 2nd-class: $252
• Austria Rail Pass
 3 days, saver pass, 2nd-class: $153
• Austria-Czech Eurail
 4 days, saver pass, first-class: $239
• Austria-Germany Eurail
 5 days, saver pass, first-class: $386
• Austria-Switzerland Eurail
 4 days, saver pass, first-class: $370

• German Rail Twin Pass (2 persons)
 3 days, second-class: $201
 3 days, first-class: $275
• France Rail Pass
 3 days, saver pass, second-class: $208
 3 days, saver pass, first-class: $257
• France-Germay Eurail Pass
 4 days, saver pass, second-class: $373
 4 days, saver pass, first-class: $411
• Switzerland-Germay Eurail Pass
 5 days, saver pass, first-class: $414
• Swiss Pass
 4 consec. days, saver pass, 1st-class: $419
 4 consec. days, saver pass, 2nd-class: $262
 3 days, saver pass, 1st-class: $401
 3 days, saver pass, 2nd-class: $250

Rail Specials and News
• France is no longer part of Eurail’s Select Pass but remains part of the Eurail 

Global Pass. It is also possible to purchase the following passes: France-Switzer-
land, France-Italy, France-Germany, France-Spain, and France-Benelux.

• A Fly-Rail Baggage tag checks a suitcase, bag, skis, snowboard, or stroller to 
any of 50 rail stations in Switzerland from any North American airport. The cost if 
$25 per person.

• You can now buy a German Rail Pass Extension allowing travel from Germany to 
Brussels, Prague, Kufstein, Innsbruck, Bolzano, Verona, Bologna and Venice. For travel 
through Aug. 31, it’s $7 per person, 2nd class, and $14, 1st class. Restrictions apply.

2013 Rail Pass Headquarters: Gemut.com 

http://gemut.raileurope.com/index.html
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The Gemut.com team can now 
meet all your cruise needs and 
offer the same great service

 
Europe’s rivers  ~ Mediterranean ~ Alaska ~ The Baltic ~ 

China ~ Caribbean ~ Vietnam & Cambodia ~ Hawaii ~ Russia 
Everywhere you want to cruise...

For free catalog from any cruise line or to book space,  

phone Gemütlichkeit: 800-521-6722 x 2

Here is a small sampling, call to discusss your specific needs. 

Uniworld Boutique river Cruise Company 
 DAnubE DiScovEry & PrAGuE 
 10 days, Vienna to Prague. From $3549

 
Princess Cruises 
 INSIDE PASSAGE witH GLAciEr bAy    
 7 days, Roundtrip Seattle. From $864

 GREEk ISLES        
 12 days, Rome to Venice. From $1899

regent Seven Seas Cruises

 IMPERIAL VISIONS     
 7 days, Copenhagen to Stockholm. From $6299

 ATLANTIC CROSSINGS     
 16 days, Montreal to Miami. From $7549 
 
 
Norwegian Cruise line

 SOUTHERN CARRIBEAN     
 7 days, Roundtrip Miami. From $699

Cruise the World
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Arcotel Nike
It would be hard to find a lovelier 

location than Arcotel Nike’s. Its 174 
rooms and five suites are in the Dan-
ube Park with the river below and the 
Pöstlingberg in the distance. Neigh-
bors on the south side of The Cultural 
Mile are the Brucknerhaus, the Lentos 
Museum of Moderrn Art and the Ars 
Electonica Center.

Though this stylish contemporary 
hotel, a member of the Arcotel chain, 
celebrates its 40th anniversary this 
year, it took on an entirely new look in 
2007 when it was refurbished. 

Guestrooms are straightforward, 
modern and brightened by splashes 
of vivid color. There is a café and bar, 
a restaurant, a spa, a Danube terrace, 
and business meeting rooms. 

Contact: Arcotel Nike, Untere Donau-
lande 9, 4020 Linz. Tel. +43/732/7626 
0, fax 7526 2, www.arcotelhotels.com/
de/nike_hotel_linz, nike@arcotelho-
tels.com 
Daily Rates: Singles and doubles from 
€115. Breakfast €20.
Rating: Quality 16/20, Value 16/20 

Spitz Hotel
Across the Danube on the Urfahr 

side is the stunningly modern 73-
room Spitz. Since its owner also owns 
the Spitz Company, makers of sweet 
syrups, among other items, it’s un-
derstandable that the giant-sized red 
so-called Liquid Lounge in the lobby 
is supposed to resemble a raspberry 
syrup drop. 

That’s just for starters. In case 
hotel guests don’t have time to visit 
Linz’s wealth of museums, the rooms 
on each floor are designed to provide 
a sample of what they’re missing. 
Those on the Lentos floor have a blue 
décor (including blue in the bath-
room). Red is the color for Bruckner-
haus floor guestrooms, and the Ars 
Electronica floor, of course, favors 
orange and yellow. 

Contact: Spitz Hotel. Fiedlerstrasse 6, 
4040 Linz, tel. +43/732/733 733, www.
spitz-hotel.com
Daily Rates: Singles €89-154, doubles 
€109-259 
Rating: Quality 17/20, Value 17/20 

Hotel wolfinger
Five-hundred years ago, this pleas-

ant 56-room, three-star hotel directly 
in the center of activity on the Haupt-
platz, was a nunnery, but it has been 
a hotel for 200 years and in the same 
family for the last 40. 

Guestrooms at the rear are quieter 
than those overlooking the square, 
especially in summer. All are furnished 
in Regency style. The lobby is pleasant, 
but simple and not for loitering. Staff 
is most helpful. 

Contact: Hotel Wolfinger, Hauptplatz 
19, A-4020 Linz., tel. +43/732-7732-
91-01 , fax +43/732-7732-91-35, www.
hotelwolfinger.at
Daily Rates: Singles €78-92, doubles 
€116-136.
Rating: Quality 16/20, Value 16/20

Restaurants 

Bären Stube
Traditional Austrian fare at reason-

able prices makes this pleasant res-
taurant in the Hotel Schwarzen Bären 
a good dining choice. There is hearty 
fare like roast pork, Wiener Schnitzel, 
goulash with dumplings, stuffed 
dumplings with sauerkraut, and such 
desserts as Kaiserschmarrn and nougat-
filled cream cheese dumplings. You’ll 
pay €9.30 for the Wiener Schnitzel, and 
€15.50 for goulash and dumplings. 
Open Monday-Friday 4pm-midnight. 

Contact: Bären Stube, Hotel Schwar-
zen Bären, Herrenstrasse 8-11, 4020 
Linz, tel.+43/0732/772 377, fax 772 477 
47, www.linz-hotel.at
Rating: Quality 15/20, Value 16/20

Cubus
It it hard to beat the view over the 

Danube offered by this glass-walled 
restaurant at the top of the Ars Elec-
tronica Center. Dishes are both tra-
ditional Austrian and lighter fusion 
choices, with soups and salads popu-
lar menu items. Breakfast is served 
year-round and ice cream specialties 
are a great summer attraction. Open 
Mon.-Sat. 9am-1pm, Sun. 9am-6pm

Contact: Cubus, Ars-Electronica Stras-
se 2, Urfuhr H18, tel. +43/732/944 149, 
www.cubus.at
Rating: Quality 17/20, Value 17/20

Herberstein Linz
Elegant, modern, pricey, and high-

ly ranked by Gault-Millau, Herber-
stein serves both European and fusion 
cuisine. Yellowfin tuna, pike-perch and 
top quality beef are regularly on the 
menu. Main dishes are in the €25-29 
range. The Saturday special for two 
with wine is €115. 

Open Mon.-Sat. 4pm-4am.

Contact: Altstadt 10, Inenstadt H 21, 
tel.+43/732/786 161, www.herber-
stein-linz.at
Rating: Quality 16/20, Value 15/20

Promenadenhof
Arcaded brick ceilings, brown 

and white tile floors, and cheerful 
young servers are the trademarks of 
this sprawling, moderately-priced 
restaurant. It is not, however, a place 
for cosy, intimate dining. Gnocchi and 
cheese, and red curry with chicken and 
prawns, are among the specialties. The 
gnocchi is €6.70, the curry is priced 
at €9.50, while a filet of pork with 
mashed potatoes is €17.90 and a saddle 
of veal €22. Open Mon.-Sat. 10am-1am

Contact: Promenade 39, A-4020 Linz, 
tel. +43/732/77 881, www.prom-
enadenhof.at
Rating: Quality 14/20, Value 15/20

Steiglitz klosterhof
This big, old-fashioned brew 

house with a summertime outdoor 
garden serves typical, old-fashioned 
Austrian fare—roast pork with bread 
dumplings and cabbage, Viennese 
shredded pork with potato salad, 
braised beef with roasted onions—
and plenty of beer to wash everything 
down, of course. But there are salads 
and wursts for smaller appetites. 
Roast pork with dumplings and cab-
bage is €9.60; shredded pork €9.60; 
wursts €3.50-5.80. 

Open daily 9am-midnight. 

Contact: Landstrasse 30, 4020 Linz, 
tel.+43/732/773 373, www.klosterhof-
linz.at
Rating: Quality 13/20, Value 14/20

Wagnerei
With room for only about 50 din-

ers in this 450-year-old house-turned-
pricey-gourmet-restaurant, reserva-

http://www.arcotelhotels.com/de/nike_hotel_linz
http://www.arcotelhotels.com/de/nike_hotel_linz
mailto:nike%40arcotelhotels.com?subject=
mailto:nike%40arcotelhotels.com?subject=
http://www.spitz-hotel.com/navigation/cms,id,15,nodeid,15,_language,de.html
http://www.spitz-hotel.com/navigation/cms,id,15,nodeid,15,_language,de.html
http://www.hotelwolfinger.at
http://www.hotelwolfinger.at
http://www.linz-hotel.at/
http://www.cubus.at
http://www.herberstein-linz.at/
http://www.herberstein-linz.at/
http://www.promenadenhof.at
http://www.promenadenhof.at
http://www.klosterhof-linz.at
http://www.klosterhof-linz.at
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tions are highly recommended. There 
is nothing that isn’t tasty here. The 
Gault-Millau-rated chef’s specialties 
are roast lamb dishes and risottos with 
wild mushrooms, chicken and truffles. 
The lamb is €23-27, the risotto €17-21. 
Open Tues.-Sun., 11am-3pm, 5pm-12am.

Contact: Pfarrgasse 18, Innerstadt J20, 
Linz tel. +43/0732/91 89 89, www.
wagnerei.at
Rating: Quality 17/20, Value 16/20

Cafes and Konditorei

Café Traxlmayr
Since 1847, they’ve been serving 

coffee and Linzer Torte and poppy 
seed cake at this spacious café with 
high ceilings, marble-topped tables, 
mirrors, newspapers aplenty and at-
tentive waiters. One can, of course, 
stay as long as one likes. Open Mon.-
Sat. 7:30am-11pm, Sun. and holidays 
9am-7pm

Contact: Promenade 16, 4020 Linz 
tel.+43/732/77 33 53, www.café-
traxlmayr.at
Rating: Quality 17/20, Value 18/20

Jandrak konditorei
 It was in 1653, legend has it, that 

the Linzer Torte of butter, sugar, al-
monds, flour and jam was first men-
tioned in writing, making it, Linz resi-
dents say, the oldest cake in the world. 
Jandrak Konditorei (there are several 
in the city) prides itself on being the 
first commercial baker of the Linzer 
Torte. Upstairs, in the café on Herren-
strasse, is the place to sample it among 
mirrors and antique items. Open 
Mon.-Sat. 8am-6pm, Sun. 9am-6pm.

Contact: Herrenstrasse 22-24, 4020 
Linz, tel. +43/732/77 92 58, fax 779 
585, www.linzertorte.at 
Rating: Quality 15/20, Value 16/20

K & K Hofbaeckerei
They say that this little café with 

bentwood chairs and marble–topped 
tables began as a bakery in 1371. It has 
been in its present form since 1933, 
serving Linzer Torte, of course, but Kai-
serkuchen is another of its specialties. 

Contact: Pfargasse 17, Innerstadt J201 
Linz, tel +43/732/784 110, fax 7841 10, 
www.kuk-hofbaekerei.at 
Rating: Quality 15/20, Value 16/20

Rooms With a View: 
Hotel-Restaurant Sonloup

From Montreux beside Lac Léman, the terrain rises sharply through ter-
raced vineyards, forested hills, then higher into the Vaudois Alps. Given the 
mild climate, luxuriant vegetation, dramatic mountain backdrop, and views 
across the lake to the Savoie Alps in France, it’s no surprise that this is some 
of the most prized property in all of Europe. For the last couple of centuries it 
has attracted such famous residents as Noël Coward, Igor Stravinsky, Vladi-
mir Nabokov, the opera singer Joan Sutherland, Pyotr Tchaikovsky, and Zelda 
Fitzgerald. 

Above it all, near the quiet village of Les Avants, is the Hôtel-Restaurant 
Sonloup, a surprisingly affordable and unmistakably Victorian-era mountain 
chalet. This quiet little outpost, reached in 20 minutes by twisty road or by 
rail via the “MOB” (Montreux-Oberland Bernois) to Les Avants, then the fu-
nicular to Sonloup, was built in 1912, dormant for many years, and reopened 
in 1984. The main attractions are the remote, very quiet, location and breath-
taking views. 

Guestrooms are plain but exceptionally clean with high ceilings, hard-
wood floors and simple furnishings that reflect the hotel’s Victorian heritage. 
Bathrooms are fully tiled. 

The ground floor restaurant has a warm bistro-style atmosphere. Its décor 
nicely joins modern fixtures with the old stone walls and brick floor of the 
original building. Ask for a table with a view. In good weather you will want 
to dine outdoors on the wide terrace

Set menus range from CHF 25 to CHF 62. Starters are CHF 6-15, while main 
dishes are priced CHF 24-42, not bad for Switzerland. You might begin a meal 
as we did with Fricassée de champignons et chantrelles, a rich, delicious plate of 
wild mushrooms sautéed in butter and served in puff pastry, perhaps followed 
by a tried and true veal entrée such as Emince de veau a la Zürichoise or Scaloppi-
nes de filet de au citron, served with Rösti and creamed spinach.

The Sonloup is a place where one can wind down for a day or two, walk-
ing or reading in the peaceful surroundings and not spend a great deal of 
money.

Contact: Hotel-Restaurant Sonloup, Col de Sonloup, 1833 Les Avants, tel. 
+41/021/964 34 31, www.sonloup.com, hotel.sonloup@bluewin.ch

Daily Rates:  Singles CHF 70-120, doubles CHF 120-190

An essential element in the busi-
ness of promoting tourism is, in one 
respect at least, a bit like being a good 
husband—never miss an anniversary. 
Two hundred years ago on May 22 
the controversial composer, Richard 
Wagner, was born in Leipzig’s Jew-
ish quarter and Germany is poised to 
make the most of it.

The observance will be coun-
trywide and feature, at several ven-
ues, numerous performances of his 
sublime operas and Lieder, museum 
exhibits, and opportunities for the 
public to visits the places where he 

lived and worked.
While no one disputes Wagner’s 

musical genius the general consen-
sus is that he was an unpleasant 
anti-Semite who failed to pay debts, 
did not attend the funeral of his first 
wife, routinely used and discarded 
friends—including Bavaria’s so-called 
“Mad King” Ludwig II—and bedded 
the wives of his financial backers. 
In fact, he managed to impregnate 
one of them, Cosima von Bülow, the 
daughter of Franz Liszt and 24 years 
younger than Wagner. She finally 
married Wagner when her first hus-

Germany Remembers Richard Wagner
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the 32 dairies that produce Sbrinz 
(by appointment only, contact Sbrinz 
Käse GmbH, info@sbrinz.ch). Fol-
low the old Sbrinz Route through the 
Alps between Luzern and Domodos-
sola, on which traders used to trans-
port this cheese and other products 
strapped to the backs of mules (www.
sbrinz-route.ch).

• Emmentaler: This cheese with its 
characteristic holes gets its name from 
the valley (tal) of the Emme River in 
the canton of Bern, in central Switzer-
land, where it has been produced since 
the 13th century. Watch Emmentaler 
being made (and even make your 
own) at the Show Dairy in Affoltern, 
then dine on hearty cheese special-
ties and other regional dishes at the 
restaurant there (www.showdairy.ch). 
You can also follow Switzerland’s first 
cheese route through the scenic Emme 
Valley, on foot or by bicycle, car, pub-
lic transportation, or even horse-drawn 
carriage (www.kaesestrasse.ch).

• Appenzeller: Known as Swit-
zerland’s “spiciest cheese” because of 
the secret combination of spices used 
for washing the rind, Appenzeller is 
produced only in a strictly limited 
area: two Appenzell cantons and 
parts of St. Gallen and Thurgau can-
tons in eastern Switzerland (www.
appenzeller.ch).

The best introduction to Appen-
zeller cheese is at the Show Dairy 
in Stein, where you can learn about 
the history of cheese-making in this 
region and watch cheese being made 
with the latest industrial technology, 
eat regional specialties and cheese 
dishes at the adjacent restaurant, and 
buy cheeses and other local products 
at the souvenir shop (www.schaukae-
serei.ch). 

Nearby, the Appenzell Folklore 
Museum in Stein has three floors of 
interesting exhibits about the history 
and culture of the farming communi-
ties of Appenzell, with demonstra-
tions of traditional cheese-making 
on Wednesdays and Sundays (www.
avm-stein.ch). 

• Schabziger: This white fat-free 
cheese has been made in the canton 
of Glarus in eastern Switzerland 
for more than a thousand years. Its 
unique taste comes from the blue 
fenugreek herb added to the cheese 
(www.geska.ch). Follow the scenic 
Schabziger Höhenweg alpine hiking 
trail with its ten information boards 
telling about the history, production, 
and marketing of this cheese (www.
schabzigerhoehenweg.com). 

 • Tête de Moine: This cylindrical, 

semi-hard “monk’s head” cheese is 
sliced with a special device to make 
pretty rosettes for serving. Produced 
hundreds of years ago at Bellelay 
Abbey in the Bernese Jura region of 
northwestern Switzerland, today it is 
made by only a handful of dairies in 
that area. Dairies that can be visited 
by appointment include Fromagerie 
St. Imier (spielhofer@bluewin.ch) 
and Fromagerie de Saignelégier 
(jean-philippe.brahier@emmi.ch).

• Vacherin Mont-d’Or: Made for 
the past 100 years in the Vallée de 
Joux, in the Vaud Jura region of west-
ern Switzerland, Vacherin Mont-d’Or 
is a rich, creamy soft cheese with a 
hint of tannin from the pine box in 
which it is packaged. Learn about the 
history of this cheese at the Cave de 
Pèlerin in Les Charbonnières (www.
vacherin-le-pelerin.ch). Visit other 
cheese dairies and aging cellars in 
this region, by appointment (vacher-
inmontdor@bluewin.ch).

• L’Etivaz: Made in alpine chalets 
at high altitudes in the Lake Geneva 
region of western Switzerland, this 
cheese is showcased at Maison de 
L’Etivaz and its cheese aging cellars 
in the town of Etivaz (www.chateau-
doex.ch/en/Etivaz_Lecherette_en/
todiscover_etivaz/musee_etivaz). 
In that same region, visit Switzer-
land’s only producer of Le Maréchal 
cheese in Granges Marnand (www.
le-marechal.ch), and Fromagerie de 
Grandcour in Grandcour, producer 
of Bon Vaudois cheese (www.fro-
magerie-grandcour.ch).

• Gruyère: Ride in a vintage 1915 
Pullman car on the special Swiss 
Cheese & Chocolate Train, from 
Montreux on the Swiss Riviera to 
Gruyères, home of Switzerland’s fa-
mous Gruyère cheese, then continue 
to Broc to visit the chocolate factory 
(www.goldenpass.ch/goldenpass_
chocolate_train). Visit La Maison du 
Gruyère to learn about the history of 
this cheese, watch it being made in 
the dairy, sample cheese specialties 
in the restaurant, and buy cheese and 
other local products from the shop 
(www.lamaisondugruyere.ch). 

Other regional producers that 
welcome visitors and offer tast-
ings are the rustic Moléson Cheese 

band, Claus von Bülow, granted a di-
vorce after she had borne two children 
by Wagner. The composer remained 
married to Cosima to the end of his 
life, though historians say he cheated 
on her as well.

Somehow it’s not a surprise that 
Wagner was a Hitler favorite. One 
image frequently invoked by movie-
makers is of the “little corporal,” 
accompanied by the soaring and 
dramatic “Entry of the Gods into 
Valhalla” from  Wagner’s opera “Das 
Rheingold,”signing papers that would  
result in the death of  millions  

Wagner’s music is without ques-
tion a world treasure, but the human 
who wrote it was...well, human. 

Wagner Anniversary Notes: There 
is a special website for the 200th an-
niversary of the composer’s birth. 
Visitors can get information on special 
events during the anniversary year at 
www.germany.travel/wagner. An in-
teractive map highlights the 13 towns 
and cities in Germany most closely 
associated with Wagner, especially 
Leipzig (his birthplace), Dresden, 
Eisenach, Munich, Nürnberg, and, 
of course, Bayreuth, where the sum-
mer Bayreuther Festspiele, started by 
Wagner himself in an opera house he 
raised funds to build, has been around 
since 1876.  

All events will commemorate 
the anniversary with themed guided 
tours, exhibitions and performances 
of famous Wagner operas such as ‘Die 
Meistersinger von Nürnberg.’Among 
the year’s highlights are a Richard 
Wagner Festival in Leipzig from 16 
to 26 May, a birthday concert at the 
Dresden’s Semper Opera House, 
performances of the operas in the 
Tannhäuser cycle at Wartburg Castle, 
and, of course, the festival in Bayreuth.
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This listing of good value, mid-priced hotels in popular 
destination cities is intended for fast reference. Most of these 
hotels and thousands of others can be booked at www.gemut.
com. Hotels are arranged in price order, higher to lower. 

Berlin
Hotel Art nouveau, Leibnizstr. 59, tel. +49/030/327 7440, 
info@hotelartnouveau.de, www.hotelartnouveau.de
Hotel Domus, uhlandstrasse 49, Germany D-10719, tel. 
+49/030/882041, fax 882 0410,  info@hotel-domus-berlin.de

Bern
Hotel Bristol, Schauplatzgasse 10, CH-3011, tel. +41/31/311 
0101, fax 311 9479, email reception@bristolbern.ch
Hotel Kreuz, Zeughausgasse 41, cH-3000, tel. +41/031/329 
9595, fax 329 95 96,  hotelkreuz@swissonline.ch

Lucerne
Hotel Wilden Mann, Bahnhofstrasse 30, CH-6000 Luzern, 
tel. +41/041/2101666, fax 2101629,  mail@wilden-mann.ch 
Hotel Cascada, Bundesplatz 18, CH-6003 Lucerne, tel: 
+41/041/226 80 88, fax 226 80 00, info@cascada.ch 

Munich
Hotel exquisit, Pettenkoferstr. 3, tel. +49/089/ 551 99 0, fax 
551 99 499,  info@hotel-exquisit.com. 
Hotel Adria, Liebigstrasse 8a, D-80538 München, tel. 
+49/089/242 1170, e-mail: reception@adria-muenchen.de
Hotel Kraft, Schillerstr. 49, tel. +49/089/594823-24, fax 550 
3856, office@kraft-hotel.com

Rothenburg ob der Tauber
Reichs-Küchenmeister, kirchplatz 8, Rothenburg o.d. Tau-
ber, Germany D-91541, tel. +49/09861/97 00, fax 97 04 09,  
hotel@reichskuechenmeister.com
Hotel Hornburg, Hornburgweg 28, D-91541, tel. 
+049/09861/8480, fax 5570, hotelhornburg@t-online.de, 
www.hotelhornburg.de

Salzburg & environs
Schloss Haunsperg , A-5411 Oberalm bei Hallein, Ham-
merstrasse 32, tel. +43/06245/80662, fax 85680,  info@
schlosshaunsperg.com
Hotel Trumer Stube, Bergstrasse 6, A-5020 Salzburg
Tel: +43/0662/874776, www.trumerstube.at
Hotel Jedermann, Rupertgasse 25, Austria A-5020, tel. 
+43/0662/873241-0, jedermann@salzburginfo.or.at

Vienna
Hotel Römischer Kaiser, Annagasse 16, A-1010, tel 
+43/01/512 77 51 0, info@rkhotel.bestwestern.
Altstadt Vienna, kirchengasse 41, tel. +43/01/526 3399-0, 
fax 523 4901,  hotel@altstadt.at, www.altstadt.at 
Pension Aviano, Marco-D’Aviano-Gasse 1, tel. +43/01/512 
8330, fax 512 8330 6,  aviano@pertschy.com

Zürich
Hotel Florhof, Florhofgasse 4, Switzerland CH-8001, tel. 
41/01/261 4470, fax 261 4611,  info@florhof.ch
Hotel Arlette, Stampfenbachstrasse 26, Switzerland CH-
8001, tel. +41/01/25 20 032, fax 25 20 932,  hotel.arlette@
bluwin.ch

Frankfurt Airport
Steigenberger esprix Hotel Frankfurt Airport, Cargo 
city Süd, D-60549 , tel. +49/069/69 70 99, fax 69 70 94 44,  
frankfurt@esprix-hotels.de
Hotel Birkenhof, von-Eiff-Str 37, Hanau-Steinheim, 
D-63456, tel. +49/06181/648 80, fax 64 88 39,  info@
HotelBirkenhof.de, www.hotelbirkenhof.de (25-minutes 
from airport)
Hotel Dreieich, Frankfurter Str. 49, Langen , D-63225, tel. 
+49/06103/91 50, fax 52 030. hotel-dreieich@gmx.de

Munich Airport
Daniel’s Hotel, Haupstrasse 11, Halbergmoos-Goldach, 
D-85399, tel. +49/0811/55120, fax 551213, info@hotel-
daniels.de, www.hotel-daniels.de
Hotel Hoyacker Hof, Freisinger Landstrasse 9a, D-85748 
Garching b. München, tel. +49/089/326 9900, fax 320 7243,  
info@hoyackerhof.de

Zürich Airport
Mövenpick Zürich Airport, Walter-Mittelholzerstrasse 8, 
CH-8152 Glattbrugg, tel. +41/01/808 88 88, fax 808 88 77,  
hotel@movenpick-zurich-airport.ch
Hotel Fly Away, Marktgasse 19, Zürich-Kloten, cH-8302, tel. 
+41/01/804 4455, reservation@hotel-flyaway.ch

We RecommendDairy in Moléson-Gruyères (www.
moleson.ch) and the modern Les 
Martel Cheese Dairy in Les Ponts de 
Martel (www.fromagerie-les-martel.
ch). In summer, take a two-hour hike 
through the Gruyères region between 
Pringy and Moléson-Village, visiting 
two cheese dairies en route.

chocoholics’ Dream
Solid milk chocolate was invented 

in Switzerland in the late 19th cen-
tury, greatly expanding the market 
for chocolate confections around 
the globe. Today Switzerland is the 
world’s largest consumer of this se-
ductive sweet, from light-and-creamy 
milk chocolate to the darkest-brown, 
gobbling an average of 23 pounds 
per person every year. Wherever you 
travel in Switzerland, you’re never 
far away from a chocolate factory or a 
chocolate shop selling those tempting 
treats. For more information about 
Swiss chocolates, visit www.myswit-
zerland.com/en/search/index.
cfm?phrase=chocolate. 

• Chocolate factories & mu-
seums: Although most chocolate 
factories do not offer tours because 
of safety and hygiene reasons, some 
have developed attractive public 
facilities for welcoming visitors. 

The Maison de Cailler (Nestlé) 
in Broc (Fribourg region), which 
has been producing chocolate for 
nearly 200 years, has recently opened 
a modern visitor center that tells 
the history of chocolate, the art of 
chocolate making, and commercial 
chocolate production, along with a 
chocolate tasting, of course (www.
cailler.ch). SchoggiLand in Flawil 
(eastern Switzerland, near the city of 
St. Gallen) offers an interesting and 
informative tour of the Maestrani 
chocolate company’s factory, with a 
well-stocked factory outlet store on 
site where you’ll definitely be tempt-
ed to splurge (www.maestrani.ch). 

Other companies that give fac-
tory tours on a limited basis (only on 
certain days, some by appointment) 
are Chocolat Frey in Buchs (Zürich 
region, www.chocolatfrey.ch); Fa-
varger in Versoix (Geneva region, 
www.favarger.com); and Chocolats 
Camille Bloch in Courtelary (Bern 

region, www.camillebloch.ch). 

Chocolate lovers and culinary 
historians alike will also want to visit 
the Alprose Chocolate Museum in 
Casalano-Lugano (Ticino region), 
which showcases the origins, his-
tory, and production of chocolate 
worldwide, as well as china and sil-
ver tableware for serving chocolate, 
product advertising, and antique 
molds for shaping chocolates (www.
alprose.ch). 

• Chocolate Shops: A list of all 
of Switzerland’s chocolate stores and 
artisan chocolate shops would take 
several pages of print. Some high-
lights, however: Chocolaterie Stet-
tler in Geneva, creator of traditional 
Pavé de Genève (chocolate “Geneva 
paving stones,” www.chocolaterie-
stettler.ch); prize-winning Philippe 
Pascoët, Chocolatier, in Geneva and 
Carouge, maker of unusual confec-
tions such as saffron-flavored choco-
lates (www.philippe-pascoet.ch); 
Blondel in Lausanne, known for its 
120 different chocolate assortments 
(www.chocolatsblondel.ch); L’Espace 
Chocolate in Lausanne and Yverdon-
les-Bains, where you can watch 
master confectioners at work (www.
espace-chocolate.ch); Chocolat Vil-
lars in Fribourg (www.chocolat-vil-
lars.com); Hauser’s Confectionery in 
St. Moritz (www.hotelhauser.ch/en/
confectionery/products.html); Confi-
serie Roggwiller in St. Gallen (www.
roggwiller.ch); Confiserie Sprüngli 
in Zürich (www.spruengli.ch); and 
Vollenweider Chocolatier in Zürich 
and Winterthur (www.vollenweider-
chocolatier.ch).

• Chocolate Events: Learn the 
fine art of chocolate making in cours-
es offered at Barry-Callebaut’s Choc-
olate Academy in Zürich (www.
barry-callebaut.com) and Confiserie 
Isler in Kaltbrunn (www.islertorten.
ch). Attend the annual Salon du 
Chocolate conference, exposition, 
tastings, and fashion show of choco-
late dresses in Zürich (zurich.salon-
du-chocolat.com/accueil.aspx). Enjoy 
a day trip on the Swiss Chocolate 
Train, see above (www.goldenpass.
ch/goldenpass_chocolate_train). 
And even bathe in chocolate at some 
Swiss spas!
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