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The Way Back Machine

THE FAIRY TALE ROAD

A Travel Checklist

by Sharon Hudgins

w

by Sharon Hudgins

nce upon a time in the early 
19th century, two brothers 
in Germany collected and 

published the traditional fairy tales 
of their land. This year Germany 
celebrates the 200th anniversary of 
the publication of that first volume 

of Die Kinder und 
Hausmärchen (Chil-

dren’s and Household Tales), better 
known as Grimm’s Fairy Tales (now 
classified as a UNESCO World Heri-
tage Document).

The widespread popularity of the 
folk tales chronicled by Jacob and 
Wilhelm Grimm brought tourists to 
parts of Germany where the brothers 
had traveled; to towns, villages, and 
farms, listening to old tales that had 
been passed down orally from one 
generation to the next. In 1975 the 
Deutsche Märchenstrasse (German 
Fairy Tale Route) was established 

as an official tourist route, linking 
together the places and landscapes 
where the Grimms lived and 
worked from 1785 to 1863. 

Geographically the Fairy Tale 
Route extends more than 600 kilo-
meters (375 miles) between Hanau, 
at its southern end where the broth-
ers were born, to Bremerhaven, the 
northern terminus. Historically, 
however, it reaches far back into the 
past, into the ancient origins of the 
tales, and forward to the present, 
as the stories are still being read by 
children all over the globe.

The traveler can easily spend 
two weeks or more on this long 
and meandering route, visiting all 
the sites connected with the Grimm 
family and the places associated 
with the tales. Although Germany 
has an excellent public transpor-

ove it or hate it, packing and 
preparation are essential 
components of any trip. A 

properly packed suitcase with all the 
necessary items is one less possible 
travel hassle to deal with. Forget-
ting to pack socks or underwear is 

not a big problem. 
They can easily be 

replaced (unless you’re in a remote 
area or a poor country). But few 
travelers want to spend precious 
travel time shopping for mundane 
supplies. A much bigger problem is 
forgetting to pack prescription medi-
cation, a cell phone, passport, or 
plane tickets. Or how about halfway 
through the trip suddenly wonder-
ing if the doors and windows all got 
locked or if the water in the garden 
was turned off?

Luckily, this is one part of travel 
where you can be in control by cre-
ating a detailed, organized travel 
checklist. My own is five pages 
long, with a separate page for each 
category. Sometimes I need to pack 
everything on the list, especially 
if I’m traveling to a remote part of 
the world where I need to be fairly 
self-sufficient. But when I’m travel-
ing to Europe, I don’t need to pack 
as much because so many things 
(picnic supplies, facial tissues, tote 
bags) are easily available, although 
those items still might cost more 
than the same products purchased 

Over the next three issues, as we 
approach the end of our 27th year of 
publishing Gemütlichkeit, we will re-
play a few highlights; some that have 
relevance today, and a few that are 
of interest because they demonstrate 
how European travel has change in 
the last 27 years. This very first Dear 
Subscriber column was published in the 
August, 1990, issue.

 You will be relieved to know 
that I don’t guarantee one of these 
every month. What will appear here 
may best be described by that over-
worked term used by film-folk—
self-indulgent. In this space I have 
assigned myself the right to say 
precisely (one hopes) what I please. 

By nature, newsletters offer a 
point of view. What you read here 
will be downright opinionated, 
dogmatic, pontifical, hubristic, 
pompous, self-important, obstinate, 
overweening and overbearing. 

That seems to be a fair warning.

Stand back, here we go:

A few weeks ago we returned 
from four weeks in Germany, Aus-
tria and Switzerland researching 
stories for Gemülichkeit. First stop 
Berlin.  As usual we drove in.  It 
was July 7, only a few days after 
the changeover in East Germany 
to West Germany currency.  We 
approached the Helmstedt border 
crossing with passports in hand.  
Not necessary. In fact, it is now 
easier to go from West Germany 
to East Germany than from West 
Germany to Austria or Switzerland.  
You show nothing, you do not stop.  
It was both eerie and exhilarating to 
simply drive through the deserted 
buildings and barriers of the check-
point. No more sullen East German 
border police. Never much to look 
at it, it is now a place of empty 
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Rating scale  scale

Excellent 16 - 20

Above Average 12 - 15
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Adequate  4 - 7

Unacceptable 0 - 3

Hotel Rating Criteria
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Location/Setting   15%

Guestrooms   30%
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guard towers and deserted build-
ings, a ghost town. We won.

On the East Germany Autobahn 
the speeds have risen dramatically.  
Though still posted 100 km/hour we 
maintained, as did most other cars, 
between 120 and 130. Since then we 
have found out the West Germans 
have prevailed on their soon-to-be 
countrymen to raise the limit to 130 
kilometers (81 mph).

To us, the city itself seemed little 
changed, possibly more crowded, 
a few Gypsy women and their chil-
dren begging marks, and, around 
The Wall and at the Zoo Station, 
swarthy types hawked Red Army 
hats, DDR auto plates and Lord 
knows what else.

Every hotel is full. Don’t go with-
out a reservation.

Walking the Ku’damm is still 
a great people watch. Our recom-
mended outdoor café is the Kem-
pinski Eck. There, unrushed, for 
the price of a mineralwasser, you can 
watch the passing parade, rest your 
feet, revive the spirit, and use the 
spotless rest rooms.

Please don’t take this wrong, 
but what is missing now in Berlin 
is the tension of the cold war which 
gave it a unique twist of excitement.  
Completely surrounded by the “evil 
empire,” it was a fun-loving, afflu-

ent, capitalist, in-your-face, affront to 
the drab, humorless socialists on the 
other side of The Wall.

Fun-loving, capitalist and afflu-
ent it still is, but the spy story days 
are over. Germany’s largest city has 
come in from the cold. John Le Carre 
and Len Deighton will have to find 
other locations for their novels and, 
as a tourist attraction, Berlin will 
ultimately have to survive—just like 
every other major European city 
—on its museums, history, culture, 
architecture, hotels, restaurants, 
nightlife and street life. No problem.

****
Every time we review one of 

those high-priced temples of plen-
ty—Gstaad’s Palace Hotel—we get 
complaints from folks who tell us 
they don’t travel in such style. Fair 
enough, we don’t either. But some of 
our readers do, and many others, we 
included, live moderately for most of 
the trip but occasionally check-in at 
a Palace or Wald und Schloß Fried-
richruhe or a Les Sources des Alpes 
for a couple of days and pretend to be 
poorly-dressed, eccentric millionaires. 

There also seems to the an as-
sumption that hotels such as the 
Palace, that cater to kings, movie 
stars and billionaires, give a haughty 
welcome to the likes of Lamar Gene 
Gumbody, leading insurance man of 
Dismal Seepage, Arkansas.  Those 
who make that assumption are 
mistaken. Places like the Palace are 

staffed by highly-trained Swiss hotel 
professionals. Being friendly, provid-
ing extra courtesies and remembering 
guests names is virtually an invol-
untary response. Besides that, they 
enjoy what they do, they like their 
guests —all of them. The more practi-
cal side is that, though Lamar Gene 
may dress differently, talk differently 
and eat with the wrong fork, he might 
also have more money in Swiss banks 
than the owners of the hotel and next 
time he comes to town he may want 
to rent the top two floors. Estimating 
the size of someone’s bank account 
by the way they dress, talk and eat 
is a mistake the Palace Hotels of the 
world do not make.

Look at it the way Donald Trump 
does: his morning egg is just as fresh, 
the air just as invigorating and the 
scenery is just as splendid at the Pal-
ace as at the simplest Gstaad pension.
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FAIRY TALE ROUTE 
Continued from page 1

tation system, this is a route best 
explored by car. Carry along a de-
tailed (1:200,000 or 1:150,000) road 
map, as well as the handy fold-out 
“German Fairy Tale Route” map 
available free at local tourist offices 
and online (www.deutsche-mae-
rchenstrasse.com/en). 

Here are some of the highlights, 
traveling by car from south to north.  

Although Jacob and Wilhelm 
Grimm were born in Hanau, near 
Frankfurt, the city was badly 
bombed during World War II and 
little now remains of the Grimm 
family presence there. Hanau hon-
ors the folklorists by sponsoring an 
annual festival of Brothers Grimm 
fairy tale performances at the 
Philippsruhe Castle, from May to 
July each year. 

The best place to start your 
journey is at the Brother’s Grimm 
museum (Das Museum an der 
Strasse), in the attractive medieval 
village of Steinau. The historic half-
timbered house where they spent 
happy childhood days has become 
an excellent museum of their lives, 
times, and work, including the 
creations of their brother, Ludwig 
Emil Grimm, a noted painter and 
graphic artist. Although the ex-
hibits are labeled in German, the 
museum brochure includes an QR 
Code that can be downloaded to a 
smartphone for an English transla-
tion. A must-see museum. (www.
museum-steinau.de, www.brueder-
grimm-haus.de). 

Follow the route northward 
and pass through “Little Red Rid-
ing Hood” territory, with several 
pretty towns worth seeing along 
the way. (Parts of the Fairy Tale 
Route overlap with the Deutsche 
Fachwerkstrasse, the picturesque 
Half-Timbered Houses Route.) 
One of the most attractive towns is 
Alsfeld, with its impressive Town 
Hall and hundreds of other well 

At Kassel the Fairy Tale Route 
splits into two parts. One option 
is to follow the route through Wit-
zenhausen to Göttingen, where the 
brothers were professors and librar-
ians at the prestigious university. 
Or head to the picturesque town 
of Hannoversch-Münden, with 
hundreds of half-timbered houses. 
Here the Werra and Fulda rivers 
converge to form the Weser River 
that flows into the North Sea at 
Bremerhaven. The drive northward 
along the Weser River valley is es-
pecially scenic. Visit the “Rapunzel” 
castle at Trendelburg; “Sleeping 
Beauty” castle at Sababurg; Tier-
park Sababurg, Europe’s oldest 
zoological garden, founded in 1571; 

Fairy 
Tale 
Road

Fairy 
Tale
Road

preserved centuries-old buildings, 
one of which has been turned into 
a cute “Fairy Tale House” that fea-
tures a nice collection of dolls and 
doll houses.

Marburg is the city where Jacob 
and Wilhelm attended university 
from 1802 to 1806 and developed 
their interest in collecting tradition-
al folk songs and fairy tales. Follow 
their footsteps along a Brothers 
Grimm trail to 14 locations associ-
ated with the folklorists and their 
stories, and visit the Grimm exhibi-
tion in Marburg’s imposing Land-
grave Castle.

En route to Kassel, the drive 
meanders through a pretty land-
scape of forests and fields, hills and 
valleys, castles and villages, to more 
little towns worth a stop: Schwalm-
stadt, Frankenberg, Bad Wildun-
gen, Waldeck, Wolfhagen, Fritzlar. 
Lunch in the panoramic dining 
room at Hotel Schloss Waldeck in 
Burg Waldeck (www.schloss-hotel-
waldeck.com). Take a guided tour 
of the impressive romanesque St. 
Peter’s Basilica in Fritzlar. Stop for 
excellent coffee and cakes at Cafe 
der Wache in Wolfhagen, next to 
the fountain with the bronze statue 
of a wolf and a baby goat. But 
watch out for witches and wolves: 
this is the country of “Little Red 
Riding Hood,” “Snow White,” and 
other classic Grimms’ tales, some of 
them with grim endings.

The brothers spent the longest 
and most productive part of their 
lives in Kassel, now the midpoint 
of the Fairy Tale Route and location 
of the Brothers Grimm Museum. 
The three floors of exhibits will de-
light anyone with fond memories of 
reading the illustrated tales in their 
own childhood. Although Kassel to-
day is a modern city rebuilt after the 
devastation of World War II, it of-
fers several attractions for tourists, 
including the Wilhelmshöhe Palace 
and Park, this year designated a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site.
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Key Websites for the Traveler
• www.gemut.com Gateway site for 
travelers to Germanic Europe, including car 
rental, rail passes, hotel bookings, travel tips, 
and past issues (free access to back issues for 
subscribers; see log-on info on page 2).
• www.viamichelin.com The Michelin 
database of hotels and restaurants, plus great 
interactive trip planning tools
• www.travelessentials.com Guide-
books, maps, travel accessories, luggage, all 
at 10 percent off for subscribers. Use discount 
code gemut2010.
• maps.google.com Amazing map re-
source. Driving & walking. Zoom in-out. Great 
detail city & country. Satellite & terrain views.
• bahn.hafas.de/bin/query.exe/
en German rail website, with train schedules 
throughout Europe, as well as Germany.
• www.sbb.ch/en/ Swiss and European 
rail schedules
• www.ski-europe.com Top Web re-
source for skiers with much info on Alpine resorts
• www.myswitzerland.com Website 
of Switzerland’s national tourist authority
• www.germany-tourism.de Ger-
many’s national tourist authority
• www.austria.info/us Austria’s 
national tourist authority
• www.historicgermany.com Web-
site for an alliance of historic German cities
• www.thetravelinsider.info Info on electron-
ics for travelers — cell phones, computers, etc. 

and the Urwald Sababurg, the old-
est nature reserve in the state of 
Hesse and inspiration for tales of 
enchanted forests and children lost 
in the woods. This is “Cinderella” 
country, too. And the tiny town of 
Bodenwerder is the birthplace of 
Baron Münchhausen, the notorious 
teller of tall tales.

Hameln, on the Weser River, is 
site of the famous “Pied Piper of 
Hamlin” story. Rat motifs can be 
found throughout the town, from 
brass rats embedded in the cobble-
stones to rat-shaped confections in 
candy stores. Watch performances 
of a Pied Piper play on the outdoor 
stage in the center of town, and see 
the glockenspiel rendition of the 
story. Follow the costumed Pied 
Piper on a guided tour of Hameln 
(he’s actually an American who has 
lived there for 20 years). And don’t 
miss the newest presentation of the 
legend, on stage in the city museum 
twice daily—an entirely automated 
performance using whimsical, 
modernistic, mechanical “actors.”

Finish by following the Weser 
River to Bremen, of the “Bremen 
Town Musicians” story (see the 
August 2013 issue of Gemütlichkeit) 
and on to Bremerhaven, the end of 
the route. Just don’t forget to leave 
a trail of white pebbles behind as 
you go, so you can find your way 
home.

Recommended reading: 

• Grimm’s Fairy Tales, by Broth-
ers Grimm, Edgar Taylor, Marian 
Edwardes (CreateSpace Indepen-
dent Publishing Platform, 2012, 
ISBN 10-1480270253).

• The German Fairy Tale Land-
scape: The Storied World of the 
Brothers Grimm (in English), by E. 
Michael Iba and Thomas L. John-
son (Göttingen, Germany: Klartext, 
2006, ISBN 3-9808714-8-7). Avail-
able online and at some tourist of-
fices and bookstores along the Fairy 
Tale Route.

Hotels
There are many good places to 

stay, in a wide range of prices and 
comfort, along the lengthy Fairy 
Tale Route. Some hotels market 
their possible connection with par-
ticular Brothers Grimm fairy tales, 
such as Sleeping Beauty at Saba-
burg castle (reviewed below) and 
Rapunzel at Trendelburg (another 
romantic hotel inside a medieval 
castle, with wood-paneled walls, 
suits of armor, and great views over 
the countryside; www.burg-hotel-
trendelburg.com). For hotel recom-
mendations in Bremen and Bremer-
haven see the August 2013 issue of 
Gemütlichkeit. 

Hotel-Restaurant Brathähnchen 
Farm, Steinau

Near Steinau, just north of the 
A66 Autobahn between Frankfurt 
and Fulda, drive up a steep, nar-
row, winding road to the Hotel-
Restaurant Brathähnchen Farm, 
a modern inn nestled in the forest. 
Although this family-run, three-star 
hotel is popular for business confer-

ences and company retreats, it also 
welcomes individual travelers who 
enjoy the fresh air and tranquil set-
ting, and who like to hike and bike 
in the woods. The hotel’s 17 rooms 
are decorated in simple contempo-
rary style, with white furniture and 
modern prints on the walls; some 
rooms also have balconies. Break-
fast is served in a pleasant dining 
room where the decorations and 
the dishes continue the “poultry” 
theme of the hotel’s name. The rus-
tic restaurant on the ground floor is 
especially popular (see review this 
issue).

Contact: Hotel-Restaurant 
Brathähnchen Farm, Im Ohl 1, 
D-36396 Steinau, tel. +49/6663-
228, fax +49/6663-1579, info@
brathaehnchenfarm.de, www.
brathaehnchenfarm.de 
Daily rates: Singles €49, doubles 
€70.
Rating: Quality 12/20, Value 15/20

Hotel-Restaurant Domgarten 
Fritzlar

In the charming little town of 
Fritzlar, this hotel is a comfortable 
place to base for local sightseeing 
and day trips to other attractions 
along the southern end of the Fairy 
Tale Route, including the busy city 
of Kassel (27 km, 17 miles away). 
Rated three-star-Superior, this mod-
ernized, family-run hotel occupies a 
building dating from 1837, with 10 
spacious guest rooms. Number 1 is 
a corner room, especially large and 
bright, which can accommodate up 
to four people. All rooms have nice 
touches, such as complementary 
bottled water, thick towels, and a 
good array of toiletries in the bath-
rooms. The restaurant downstairs 
(see review) and the large beer gar-
den in back add to the attraction of 
staying at this small hotel on a quiet 
side street near the center of town.

Contact: Hotel-Restaurant 
Domgarten, Neustädterstr. 9, 
D-34560 Fritzlar, tel. +49/5622-
91760, fax +49/5622-91769, info@
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Fall airfares to Europe

Lowest Fares - Best Service

 

Best fares on Lufthansa, Delta, United, British 
Air, USAir, Air Berlin, Condor, Swiss, etc.

IMPORTANT: Fares are round trip to Germany for 
shoulder-season travel and include tax & fuel 
surcharge. Call for a to-the-penny quote or get 
an e-mail quote at www.gemut.com Cars also available in most      

European countries

• Upgrades through 12/31/2013. Discounts for longer 
rentals. All rates quoted in this ad are subject to 
change without notice but lock-in at booking. Rates 
based on one-week booking. Rates include Value 
Added Tax, unlimited mileage, 3rd party liability ins. 
but do not include CDW, theft insurance, road tax, 
and airport fees. 

Car 1-week xtra day
Opel Corsa  $198 $28
VW Golf (w/upgrade*) $216 $31
VW Golf (Auto) $250 $36
VW Passat (w/upgrade*) $239 $37
MBZ C180/GPS (Auto) $383 $55
Skoda Superb $302 $43
MBZ C180/GPS (w/upgrade*) $251 $36
Skoda Superb (auto) $332 $47
BMW 5 (Auto/GPS) $526  $75
VW Touran  $244 $39
VW Touran (Auto) $275 $39
VW Passat Wagon $253 $36
Audi A4 SW (GPS) $430 $61
MBZ C200 SW (GPS)  $379 $54      
MBZ E-Class SW (GPS) $378  $54
VW Sharan 7-pass $482 $69
VW Minibus 9-pass $833 $94

Austria
Fiat Punto $262 $37
Ford Focus $285 $41
VW Golf (Auto) $550 $79
Mercedes B-Class  $361 $52
Skoda Octavia $424 $61
Mercedes C-Class $779 $111
Nissan SUV  $509 $73
Ford Focus Wagon $370 $53
Skoda Octavia Wagon   $458 $65 
Renault Traffic 9-Pass $933 $119

Switzerland
Opel Corsa $271 $39
Opel Astra $313 $45
Ford Focus (Auto) $456 $65
Opel Vectra  $512 $73
VW Golf Plus (Auto)  $622 $89
Ford C-Max Wagon  $541 $77
VW Golf Wagon  $427 $61
Skoda Octavia SW (auto)  $632 $90 
Ford Galaxy Van $1310 $187
Renault Espace Van (auto) $1376 $197

European Auto Rental
Germany 

• Book a five-passenger van, VW Touran
 (or similar) in Germany for a week               

for $244 ($275 automatic), including 19% VAT

Best Current Deal

Travel MarT
www.gemut.com
A website for travelers to 
Germanic Europe

Atlanta ........................................$1138
Boston ..........................................$993
Chicago .........................................$903
Dallas ..........................................$1196
Denver ..........................................$962
Los Angeles ................................$1171
Miami ............................................$947
New York ......................................$884
Orlando .......................................$1116
Seattle ........................................$1179
San Francisco .............................$1181
Washington DC ..............................$924
Call Now for Fall Business Class Specials
 Fares available from all  U.S. gateways

Gemütlichkeit's
Trip Planning &  
Booking Service 

• Hotel Bookings

• Hotel/Restaurant Recommendations 

• Backroads Itineraries

• Self-Guided Auto/Rail Tours

Ask about our individually 
tailored 14-day “Great Little 
Hotels & Restaurants of 
Germany” auto tours

800-521-6722

Your Berlin Headquarters

Hotel Art Nouveau
K'Damm & Savignyplatz neighborhood 
Many fine shops & small restaurants 

Mention Gemütlichkeit for 10% discount 
Editor's choice

Tel.+49.30.3277440, Fax +49.30.32774440
Email: info@hotelartnouveau.de
web: www.hotelartnouveau.de

Travel shopping is easy at www.gemut.
com. You can now book hotels, purchase 
rail passes and point-to-point rail tickets, 
buy travel insurance, and request quotes 
on transatlantic airline tickets and rental 
cars. Secure, one-stop European travel 
shopping at www.gemut.com

Book European Travel
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800-521-6722
Low season air to Europe...

Oct. 26-Dec. 10,  Dec . 25-Mar. 25

Consolidator Air Fares
Best  fares on  Lufthansa, American, Delta, United,

British Air, LTU, Northwest, Swiss, etc.

IMPORTANT: Fares are  round trip to Germany  for
mid-week travel and do not  include tax, fees, & fuel
surcharge. Call for a to-the-penny quote or get

an email quote at www.gemut.com

800.521.6722
Cars also available in most

European countries

• Upgrades through 10/31/09. Discounts for longer rent-
als. All rates quoted in this ad are as of 8/9/09, subject
to change without notice but lock-in at booking. Rates
based on one-week booking . Rates include unlimited mile-
age, 3rd party liability ins. but do not Include vaT, CDW,
theft insurance, road tax, and airport fees.

Car 1-week xtra day
Opel Corsa with air $204 $29

VW Golf (w/upgrade*) $205 $29

Opel Astra (Auto) $344 $48

VW Passat (w/upgrade*) $246 $35

VW Passat  (Auto) $363 $52

Audi A4 $343 $49

MBZ C180 (w/upgrade*) $267 $38

MBZ C180 (auto/GPS) $378 $54

MBZ E200 (Auto/GPS) $473 $68

VW Touran $327 $47

VW Golf SW $268 $38

VW Passat SW $319 $46

Audi A4 SW (GPS) $343 $49

BMW 530 SW (Auto/GPS) $586 $84

Volvo V70 SW (GPS) $394  $56

VW Sharan 7-pass $637 $91

VW Minibus 9-pass $637 $91

European Auto Rental
Germany

(Partial Vehicle List)

800-521-6722

• Through October 31, drive a Fullsize
Mercedes C200 in germany for a week for

$317, including 19% VAT. two-weeks is $570.

Best Current Deal

TRAVEL MART
www.gemut.com
A website for travelers to
Germanic Europe

Atlanta ............................. $411
Boston .............................. $356
Chicago ............................ $412
Dallas .............................. $406
Denver ............................. $434
Los Angeles ....................... $462
Miami ............................... $412
New York .......................... $312
Orlando ............................ $412
Seattle ............................. $462
San Francisco .................... $462
Washington DC ................... $362
Business Class ........... $2700 to $4000

 Fares available from all  U.S. gateways.

l hl

Gemütlichkeit's
Trip Planning &
Booking Service

• Hotel Bookings
• Hotel/Restaurant Recommendations
• Backroads Itineraries
• Self-Guided Auto/Rail Tours

800-521-6722

Your Berlin HeadquartersYour Berlin HeadquartersYour Berlin HeadquartersYour Berlin HeadquartersYour Berlin Headquarters

Hotel Art NouveauHotel Art NouveauHotel Art NouveauHotel Art NouveauHotel Art Nouveau
✴☛✭❊◗◗�✡�✼❊�❑❘❚�❊�❘��❑�❋❙�❙❙❍
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Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440
Email: Email: Email: Email: Email: info@hotelartnouveau.deinfo@hotelartnouveau.deinfo@hotelartnouveau.deinfo@hotelartnouveau.deinfo@hotelartnouveau.de

web: web: web: web: web: www.hotelartnouveau.dewww.hotelartnouveau.dewww.hotelartnouveau.dewww.hotelartnouveau.dewww.hotelartnouveau.de

Travel shopping is easy at www.gemut.com
You can now book hotels, purchase rail
passes and point-to-point rail tickets, buy
travel insurance, and request quotes on
transatlantic airline tickets and rental
cars. Secure, one-stop European travel
shopping at www.gemut.com

Book European Travel

Hotel Schloss BergHotel Schloss BergHotel Schloss BergHotel Schloss BergHotel Schloss Berg
• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake

• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View

• Easy Access to Oktoberfest• Easy Access to Oktoberfest• Easy Access to Oktoberfest• Easy Access to Oktoberfest• Easy Access to Oktoberfest

• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office

Hotel magnificently situated on Lakeside
surrounded by elegant villas, manor houses,
castles, and Germany's most beautiful
countryside. Friendly, English-speaking staff.
Moderate affordable rates include sumptuous
buffet breakfast, tax and service. Free
bicycles, large rooms with private outside
terraces. Complimentary beer or wine with
lunch or dinner orders in our Lakeside
Dining Room and Pub. Ask about
Gemütlichkeit senior citizen rebate.

Rapid Rail into Munich every 20 minutes.
Lake cruise ships stop at our dock, close to
Bavarian Castles and Austria.

USA Reservations OfficeUSA Reservations OfficeUSA Reservations OfficeUSA Reservations OfficeUSA Reservations Office

Toll Free: 866-833-1251Toll Free: 866-833-1251Toll Free: 866-833-1251Toll Free: 866-833-1251Toll Free: 866-833-1251

BOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFESTBOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFESTBOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFESTBOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFESTBOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFEST

800-521-6722

Book Hotels Online 
www.gemut.com
. Three-star-plus hotels from:
Baden-Baden  ................... €71 
Berlin  .............................. €49
Frankfurt Airport  ............. €53
Garmisch-Partenkirchen  ..... €75 
Munich  ............................ €41
Munich Airport ................ €59
Wiesbaden ........................ €58
Graz .................................. €59
Salzburg  .......................... €49
Steyr  ................................ €68
Vienna  ............................. €34       
Vienna Airport ................. €50
Grindelwald ..................... CHF100
Interlaken ......................... CHF120
Lucerne  ........................... CHF115
Zürich  .............................. CHF115
Zürich Airport .................. CHF149



TSA-Approved , our Triple Security 
Cable Lock not only locks your bag

tight - with the longer of its two cables, 
it protects itself from clumsy TSA agents

by locking TO your bag. It’s also great
for securing luggage to stationary objects!

$12.$12.56 (Reg.$13.95)

Eagle Creek Ease - It’s the latest from
the greatest & includes both two-wheeled 

and four-wheeled uprights, rolling
duffels, a rolling tote, garment bags, 

a rolling brief case, and more - 
all with Eagle Creek’s amazing 

“No Mat“No Matter What” Warranty. 

$112.50 - $405
(Reg. $125- $450)

NEW Lightweight
& Expandable Luggage

The Lock the TSA Can’t Lose!

Wash Your
Clothes

Anywhere!
Handy packets

of Woolite laundry 
detergent so you

ccan have clean clothes 
for the whole trip! 

(10 pack)

$5.36

(Reg. $5.95)

Prevent Leg
Swelling  &
Discomfort

TravelSox offer comfortable,
yet firm compression to

protect against  blood clots
and pain on long flightand pain on long flights.

$26.95

(Reg. $29.95)

Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) chips are
becoming more commonplace in credit cards
and passports. Our collection of RFID Blocking 
wallets, pouches, passport covers and organizers 
block RFID signals and keep your personal info
safe. 

$5.35 - $26.99 (Reg. $5.95 - $29.99)

Stop Electronic
ID Theft!

$62.95

(Reg. $69.95)

    Protect Your Valuables
    The CitySafe 200 travel purse offers a host of safety 
 features, including:

Slash-proof strap
& side panels.
Tamper-proof

zipper.
Snatch-proof
anchor clip.

        Plus, all the internal organization you’ll need for 
   cameras, cell phones, umbrellas, guide books and more!.

Squeezable and packable,
GoToob travel bottles
are easy to fill and
come in three carry-on 
approved sizes. 

Three packs starting
at $16.16 (Reg. $17.95)

$6.25 - $8.55

(Reg. $6.95 - $9.50)

1.25 oz 2 oz 3 oz

Finally, a Leak-Proof
Travel Bottle!

Producing quality maps and
guide books since 1900, Michelin’s
detail and accuracy make these
maps excellent for driving the
back roads of Europe.

$11.65

((Reg. $12.95)

Lost in Europe? Not
With A Michelin Map!

(use discount code Gemut2013)



Order rail passes and tickets online at gemut.raileuorpe.com or phone 800-521-6722 

European Rail Pass Update: Due to great variety and ever-growing number of 
European rail passes, and because those prices change so frequently, we can no lon-
ger maintain a complete list of passes and their current prices on this page.

Research & Buy Rail Passes Online: You can find the price of all passes at our 
website. Go to Gemut.com and select “Rail” from the top menu. There you can re-
search rail travel and purchase rail passes as well as point-to-point rail tickets. The 
prices will be exactly the same as at the Rail Europe website. There is no service fee 
for ordering online.

Buy Rail Passes by Phone: Call 800-521-6722. The minimum $25 service fee will 
be waived for past customers and paid subscribers to the Gemütlichkeit newsletter.

Sample Rail Pass Prices for 2013
• Eurail Global Saver Pass (24 countries) 
 10 days: $799
 15 consecutive days: $678
• Eurail Select Pass
 5 days, 3 countries, saver pass: $428
 5 days, 4 countries, saver pass: $478
 5 days, 5 countries, saver pass: $526
• European East Pass (5 countries)
 5 days, 2nd-class: $252
• Austria Rail Pass
 3 days, saver pass, 2nd-class: $153
• Austria-Czech Eurail
 4 days, saver pass, first-class: $239
• Austria-Germany Eurail
 5 days, saver pass, first-class: $386
• Austria-Switzerland Eurail
 4 days, saver pass, first-class: $370

• German Rail Twin Pass
 3 days, second-class: $392 (2 persons)
 3 days, first-class: $538 (2 persons)
• France Rail Pass
 3 days, saver pass, second-class: $208
 3 days, saver pass, first-class: $257
• France-Germay Eurail Pass
 4 days, saver pass, second-class: $373
 4 days, saver pass, first-class: $411
• Switzerland-Germay Eurail Pass
 5 days, saver pass, first-class: $414
• Swiss Pass
 4 consec. days, saver pass, 1st-class: $419
 4 consec. days, saver pass, 2nd-class: $262
 3 days, saver pass, 1st-class: $401
 3 days, saver pass, 2nd-class: $250

Rail Specials and News
• France is no longer part of Eurail’s Select Pass but remains part of the Eurail 

Global Pass. It is also possible to purchase the following passes: France-Switzer-
land, France-Italy, France-Germany, France-Spain, and France-Benelux.

• A Fly-Rail Baggage tag checks a suitcase, bag, skis, snowboard, or stroller to 
any of 50 rail stations in Switzerland from any North American airport. The cost if 
$25 per person.

• You can now buy a German Rail Pass Extension allowing travel from Germany to 
Brussels, Prague, Kufstein, Innsbruck, Bolzano, Verona, Bologna and Venice. For travel 
through Aug. 31, it’s $7 per person, 2nd class, and $14, 1st class. Restrictions apply.

2013 Rail Pass Headquarters: Gemut.com 
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The Gemut.com team can now 
meet all your cruise needs and 
offer the same great service

 
Europe’s rivers  ~ Mediterranean ~ Alaska ~ The Baltic ~ 

China ~ Caribbean ~ Vietnam & Cambodia ~ Hawaii ~ Russia 
Everywhere you want to cruise...

For free catalog from any cruise line or to book space,  

phone Gemütlichkeit: 800-521-6722 x 2

Join our friends at Nonstop Travel on their 30th Anniversary Cruise: 
Europe’s Rivers and Castles, 7 nights  (May 19 - 26, 2014) from 
Luxembourg to Nuremberg on the AMADolce. Prices start at $2745 
per person. Call us for details.

Here is a sampling of other offers: 

Uniworld Boutique river Cruise Company 
Free Air to Italy on select April 2014 Splendors of Northern Italy, Venice, 
Florence & Rome departure dates. 
 SPLEnDoRS of noRtHERn ItALy, VEnIcE, fLoREncE & RoME 
 13 days, Venice to Rome. From $6149 
Princess Cruises 
 HAwAIIAn ISLAnDS      
 15 days, Roundtrip San Francisco and Los Angeles. From $1199

 GREEk ISLES        
 12 days, Rome to Venice. From $859

regent Seven Seas Cruises  
2014 cruises with 2-for-1 fares and additional bonus savings.

 IMPERIAL VISIONS     
 7 days, Copenhagen to Stockholm. From $6299 

 ATLANTIC PROVINCES     
 16 days, Montreal to Miami. From $7549 
 

Cruise the World
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hotel-domgarten.de, www.hotel-
domgarten.de
Daily rates: Singles €50-56, doubles 
€84-88, family room €106.
Rating: Quality 13 /20, Value 15/20

Bremer Handelshaus                     
Hannoversch-Münden

In Hann.-Münden, the Restau-
rant-Pension Bremer Handelshaus 
is located in a handsome, historic, 
half-timbered house in the Old 
Town, within view of the river. 
Its 10 recently renovated, no-frills 
rooms are decorated in a simple 
contemporary style, with natural 
wood furniture and floors. Rooms 
are located on the third and fourth 
floors (US), up steep winding stairs 
(no elevator, no air condition-
ing). The restaurant on the ground 
floor serves generous portions of 
well prepared food, with an Ital-
ian emphasis, at moderate prices 
(tasty pasta dishes €7.50-8, excellent 
prosecco zabaglione for dessert €5). 
Dine in rooms accented with rustic 
furniture and old exposed wooden 
beams or in the large, pleasant, very 
popular beer garden in front. 

Contact: Restaurant-Pension 
Bremer Handelshaus, Mühlenstr. 10, 
D-34346 Hannoversch-Münden, tel. 
+49/5541-954-0811, www.bremer-
handelshaus.de 
Daily rates: Singles €45, doubles €65, 
limited parking with hotel permit 
€3/day.
Rating: Quality 10/20, Value 12/20

 
Dornröschenschloss         

(Sleeping Beauty Castle Hotel) 
Sababurg 

Dating from 1334, the massive 
“Sleeping Beauty Castle” of Saba-
burg perches solidly on a hilltop 
overlooking the ancient 
Reinhardswald forest near 
Hofgeismar, just a few kilo-
meters north of Hann.-Münden and 
west of Göttingen. Half a century 
ago the current owners, the Koseck 
family, began renovating the castle 
ruins into a 17-room romantic hotel, 

restaurant/cafe, and site for wed-
dings, which attracts tourists from 
around the world. 

The best way to approach this 
Brothers Grimm landmark is by car 
from Veckerhagen (near Reinhard-
shagen) on the Weser River, taking 
the tree-lined road up to Sababurg 
through thick, old-growth woods 
that surely inspired the writers’ 
tales of enchanted forests. Sur-
rounded by historic gardens with 
an impressive collection of roses, 
the hotel organizes performances 
of concerts, plays, art exhibits, and 
other cultural events in its vaulted 
wine cellar and on its open-air 
stage in part of the castle ruins. 
The hotel houses a collection of 
100 works of art by Ludwig Emil 
Grimm, as well as many fine oil 
paintings and pieces  of modern 
art. Roses are the main theme here, 
since the title of Sleeping Beauty’s 
story in German is “Dornröschen” 
(Little Briar Rose).

Eight rooms are located in the 
castle’s two round towers with 
thick stone walls; the remaining 
nine larger rooms, all with balco-
nies, are in the main building where 
the lobby, restaurant, and lounge 
are also housed. All rooms have 
period furniture, and tower rooms 
feature canopied beds with “star-
light” ceilings. Nice touches include 
a fresh rose and rose-scented toilet-
ries in each room, and when guests 
check out, they receive a small jar 
of rose-petal jam.

Its isolated location makes this 
hotel exceptionally quiet and rest-
ful (there’s no TV in the rooms, 
and WiFi is available only in the 
lounge). In addition to eating at the 
hotel’s very good restaurant (see re-
view), you can also visit the nearby 
Tierpark Sababurg (zoological park) 
and Urwald Sababurg (ancient for-
est). The hotel is still family-run, 
and the staff friendly and helpful. 
The castle’s website, outdated and 
not very useful, does not allow for 
online booking. (A more informa-

tive, but still dated, site in English 
is http://www.sababurg.de/down-
load/pdf/allgemeine_kurzinfor-
mation_sommer_2009_english.pdf)

Contact: Dornröschenschloss 
Sababurg, Im Reinhardswald, 
D-34369 Hofgeismar (Sababurg), tel. 
+49/5671-8080, fax +49/5671-808-
200, dornroeschenschloss@saba-
burg.de, www.sababurg.de
Daily rates: Doubles €170, tower 
rooms €230, breakfast €15.
Rating: Quality 16/20, Value 15/20

Hotel La Principessa     
Hameln

This three-star in Hameln is 
tucked away on a quiet street of 
historic half-timbered houses in 
the Old Town, very near the river. 
The interior looks like an Italian 
pension, with 36 rooms, one suite, 
and two holiday apartments, all 
decorated in simple Mediterranean 
rustic style (tile floors, terra cotta 
planters, wrought iron, pastel col-
ors). There’s a small Italian-modern 
bar in front, and a comfortable 
sitting room in the back. In nice 
weather, enjoy the generous break-
fast buffet, including a selection of 
tasty Mediterranean dishes, in the 
little garden out back. 

Contact: Hotel La Principessa, Kup-
ferschmiedestr. 2, D-31785 Hameln, 
tel. +49/5151-956-920, fax +49/5151-
923-667, info@laprincipessa.de, 
www.laprincipessa.de 
Daily rates: Singles €82, doubles 
€104, junior suite €135.
Rating: Quality 12/20, Value 10/20

Restaurants
There are also many places to 

eat, in a wide price range, along 
this route, including some that 
capitalize on the Brothers Grimm 
association with a particular town 
or region. Shops in Bremen sell 
chocolates shaped like “The Bre-
men Town Musicians.” In Hameln 
souvenirs of (non-edible) mice 
made out of bread dough, as well 
as edible products such as a red 
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“mouse blood” drink are avail-
able. Products made with roses 
(or tinted pink or red) are popular 
in Sleeping Beauty country. The 
award-winning Feinkostfleischerei 
Schumann (butcher shop) in Hann.-
Münden offers nicely packaged, 
special-edition Brothers Grimm 
sausages in four flavors and flip-top 
bottles of Brothers Grimm Fairy 
Tale Beer to wash them down. Cafe-
Conditorei-Confiserie Nenninger 
in Kassel sells chocolate pralines 
decorated with a portrait of the 
Grimm brothers; a special Brothers 
Grimm Torte, topped with marzi-
pan motifs of Sleeping Beauty and 
Little Red Riding Hood; and Fairy 
Tale Advent Calendars filled with 
24 theme-related chocolates. And in 
Alsfeld, where Stollen is a Christmas 
specialty, you can buy a Little Red 
Riding Hood Stollen at Konditorei 
Bäckerei Günther. 

Restaurant Brathähnchen Farm                                   
Steinau

The smoky aroma of meat cook-
ing over charcoal fires greets diners 
the minute they enter the dining 
rooms of this rustic restaurant, 
filled with heavy wooden furniture 
covered with sheepskin-padded 
seats. The specialties here are rotis-
serie chicken and skewered meats, 
cooked to order on the open grills 
in the main dining room, served 
with Portuguese-influenced side 
dishes and garnishes. Start with 
the excellent spicy goulash soup 
made with wild game (€5.50). Half-
chickens, hot from the rotating grill 
are priced at €10.50-12, depending 
on side dishes, and the very good 
Churrasco-Spiess (charcoal-grilled 
kebab of beef, turkey, pork, with 
garnishes and side dish) is €17. 
The menu offers several other grill 
options, too. For dessert, try the 
Raspberry Tiramisu (€4.50) or the 
Eisknödel (ice cream dumpling) with 
toasted almonds, hot raspberry 
sauce, and whipped cream (€5.90). 
Half-liters of dark Kellerbier are a 
good buy at €3.90. A popular and 
fun place to eat.

Contact: Restaurant Brathähnchen 
Farm, Im Ohl 1, D-36396 Steinau, 
tel. +49-(0)6663-228, fax +49-(0)6663-
1579, info@brathaehnchenfarm.de, 
www.brathaehnchenfarm.de 
Rating: Quality 14/20, Value 14/20

Restaurant Domgarten  
Fritzlar

This family-run restaurant in the 
Hotel Domgarten in Fritzlar serves 
good food in a simple Gasthaus set-
ting. In nice weather you can also 
dine in the pleasant beer garden in 
back. Soups are a recommended 
starter here (goulash, French onion, 
chili con carne, €3.50-4.50). Meat 
and fish main courses are €10.50-
19, including garnished Argentine 
steak dishes. Try the salmon filet 
fried in butter, served with black 
tagliatelle pasta, lobster sauce, 
shrimp garnish, and a mixed salad 
(€14.50); or the fried chicken breast 
filet with elderberry sauce, pasta, 
and salad (€11.20). 

Contact: Restaurant Domgarten, 
Neustädterstr. 9, D-34560 Fritzlar, tel 
+49/5622-91760, fax +49/5622-91769, 
info@hotel-domgarten.de, www.
hotel-domgarten.de
Rating: Quality 13/20, Value 14/20

Ratsbrauhaus                    
Hannoversch-Münden

Located in the basement of 
Hann.- Münden’s historic Rathaus 
(Town Hall) on the main Market 
Square, this popular microbrewery-
restaurant features four kinds of 
fresh pale and dark beer, brewed 
on the premises (€3.20 for .5 liter), 
and the city’s only all-you-can-eat 
buffet, with well cooked regional 
dishes (lunch €13.90, larger dinner 
buffet €17.50). The beer is brewed 
in a copper vat in the restaurant, 
and the crispy-skin pork is roasted 
in a stone oven next to the buffet. 
A wide range of à la carte dishes 
is available, too, including “Typi-
cal Brewhouse Dishes” such as 
schnitzels with french fries, and 
cottage-fried potatoes with eggs 
(€5.50-12.50). Fish and meat main 
dishes with generous garnishes and 

sides are priced at €12.50-19.50, and 
old-fashioned desserts like apple 
strudel and sweet dumplings with 
vanilla sauce are €4.50 each. A cozy 
place to eat indoors on a rainy day 
or to relax outside in the big beer 
garden when the weather is favor-
able.

Contact: Ratsbrauhaus, Marktplatz 
3, D-34346 Hann.-Münden, tel. 
+49/5541-957-107, fax +49/5541-
957-108, info@ratsbrauhaus.de, 
www.ratsbrauhaus.de 
Rating: Quality 13/20, Value 14/20

Restaurant Rosenkrone  
Sababurg

Located in Sababurg’s Sleeping 
Beauty Castle Hotel, this pleasant 
restaurant’s large windows 
overlook the adjacent open-
air animal park, where 
diners can watch rare horses and 
European bison roaming across the 
hillsides at sunset. The two dining 
rooms are tastefully decorated with 
oriental rugs, fine oil paintings, and 
a fireplace, and the menu is of the 
same high quality as the decor.  

Start with a pretty pink aperitif 
of rose liqueur and sparkling wine, 
served in a beautiful glass shaped 
like a long-stemmed rose (€8.80). 
The two-course “Brother’s Grimm 
Menu,” which changes according to 
the season, consists of a soup and 
main dish, with a small carafe of 
wine and mineral water included 
(€35). The larger fixed-price menu 
offers such temptations as wild 
rabbit terrine with summer berry 
sauce; foamy soup of roses, cher-
ries, and celery, garnished with 
local trout; pink pasta in lavender 
sauce with fried artichokes; beef 
filet with truffle sauce and aspara-
gus; and a trio of chocolate desserts 
(three courses €40, four courses €48, 
five courses €57; wine by the glass, 
paired with each course, €15-20 
additional). There is also a seven-
course “Chef’s Surprise” tasting 
menu (€48). À la carte offerings, 
such as appetizers, soups, and veg-
etarian dishes are listed at €7-14.50, 
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TRAVEL CHECKLIST  
Continued from page 1

and fish and meat main courses are  
€18.5-25. Finish with a refreshing 
scoop of rose-Champagne sorbet 
garnished with a rose petal (€3.2). 
The selection of German wines is 
especially good here. Ask the wait-
ress to recommend an appropriate 
wine, in your price range, to accom-
pany your meal choices.

Contact: Restaurant Rosenk-
rone/Sababurg, Im Reinhardswald, 
D-34369 Hofgeismar (Sababurg), tel. 
+49-(0)5671-8080, fax +49-(0)5671-
808-200, dornroeschenschloss@
sababurg.de, www.sababurg.de 
Rating: Quality 16/20, Value 16/20

Pfanneküchen              
Hameln

In a historic 1620 half-timbered 
house on a side street in Hameln’s 
Old Town, this small restaurant/
coffehouse/winebar specializes in 
excellent pancake dishes, from sa-
vory to sweet. The interior rooms, 
with exposed wooden beams, are 
furnished with an eclectic collec-
tion of antiques and decorative 
items that look like they came from 
grandmother’s attic. The menu 
lists 28 varieties of plate-size pan-
cakes folded over fresh, savory 
stuffings (veal ragout with mush-
rooms; Camembert cheese with 
pears and cranberry sauce; wild 
garlic with bacon and buckwheat); 
eight kinds of pancakes made with 
Schinkenspeck (a ham-like cold-cut)
in the batter; and 13 types of dessert 
pancakes with sweet fillings, such 
as a combination of pears, walnut 
ice cream, and chocolate sauce. 
You can’t go wrong eating here, 
with these tasty, substantial dishes 
priced from €3.50-9.50.

Contact: Pfanneküchen, Hummenstr. 
12, D-31785 Hameln, tel. +49/5151-
41378, info@pfannekuchen-hameln.
de, www.pfannekuchen-hameln.de 
Rating: Quality 12/20, Value 14/20

Note: For restaurant recommen-
dations in Bremen and Bremerhav-
en on the Fairy Tale Route, see the 
August 2013 issue of Gemütlichkeit.

in the U.S. and tucked away in my 
luggage.

Although my personal travel 
checklist might seem long, I’m usu-
ally able to pack everything in one 
shoulder bag and two roll-aboard-
size bags for a four-week trip, unless 
I need special gear such as heavy 
boots or waterproof clothing. Many 
of my friends now reduce their lug-
gage weight by keeping all their 
travel information (itinerary, plane 
tickets, emergency phone numbers, 
credit card lists, etc.) stored on the 
smart phone, electronic tablet, or 
laptop computer they carry with 
them. But I’m still a believer in 
printed back-up information packed 
separately for security reasons. 
What are you going to do if your cell 
phone or computer is lost or stolen 
on the trip? 

• DO IN ADVANCE – This list 
includes reserving a rental car; re-
serving a shuttle to and from the air-
port; photocopying passport, plane 
tickets, and insurance information 
(and carried in a safe place in case 
the originals get lost); photocopying 
travel information from guidebooks 
(avoiding the necessity of carrying 
several heavy books); arranging for 
house-and-pet sitting and for lawn 
mowing; paying utility bills in ad-
vance; calling credit-card companies 
and bank about the countries (and 
dates) where I’ll be using my credit 
and debit cards. 

• TAKE (general list for all 
family members) – Includes itiner-
ary, passports, airline tickets, train 
tickets, and frequent flyer cards; 
emergency contact list (names, 
phone numbers); cell phone; digi-
tal cameras, extra memory cards, 
chargers and extra batteries; electric 
converter plugs; alarm clock and 
extra battery; language phrase book, 
small dictionary, and menu trans-
lator (or digital versions); books 
to read on the airplane (or ebook 
reader); maps; general medical kit 

(aspirin, band-aids, antibiotic cream, 
anti-diarrhea medicine); insect repel-
lent and suntan lotion; small sewing 
kit; hair dryer; tote bags (for shop-
ping during the trip and airplane 
carry-on when returning with sou-
venirs); Swiss Army knife (packed 
in checked luggage); mini flashlight; 
bathtub/sink stopper; small bottles 
of liquid soap for hand laundry and 
expandable clothes lines for drying 
clothes; hand sanitizer (individual 
packages); facial tissues; plastic bags 
(various zip-lock sizes and laundry 
bags); notebooks and pens; large 
envelopes for travel brochures and 
receipts; gifts for hosts abroad.

• PACK (each family member 
has a separate page on the travel 
checklist) – Includes cash, credit 
cards, and debit cards; insurance 
cards; business cards; personal 
make-up/shaving kit, brush, and 
comb; nightwear; underwear, socks, 
and hose; skirts, slacks, shirts, and 
blouses; dress clothes (if formal attire 
is needed); shorts and swimwear; 
walking shoes, dress shoes, and 
sandals; coat/jacket, sweater, and 
fleece vest; hat, scarf, and gloves; 
umbrella; extra pair of prescription 
eyeglasses and sunglasses; eyeglass 
repair kit, contact lenses, and con-
tact solution; costume jewelry; wrist 
watch; prescription medications; two 
photocopies of personal prescription 
list (medication names and dosages), 
eyeglass prescription, passport, 
plane tickets, and coded list of credit 
card numbers, all packed in two 
separate places in case of luggage 
loss or purse theft.

• HOUSE (just before leaving) 
– Clean out the refrigerator and give 
perishable foods to the neighbors; 
unplug the computer, television, and 
other electronic devices (to guard 
against electrical damage during 
storms); set heating/air condition-
ing at optimum level; program lawn 
sprinkler system; close and lock 
windows; lower blinds and close 
curtains; make sure all water faucets 
are turned off, indoors and out; take 
out the trash (if you don’t have a 
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This listing of good value, mid-priced hotels in popular 
destination cities is intended for fast reference. Most of these 
hotels and thousands of others can be booked at www.gemut.
com. Hotels are arranged in price order, higher to lower. 

Berlin
Hotel Art nouveau, Leibnizstr. 59, tel. +49/030/327 7440, 
info@hotelartnouveau.de, www.hotelartnouveau.de
Hotel Domus, Uhlandstrasse 49, Germany D-10719, tel. 
+49/030/882041, fax 882 0410,  info@hotel-domus-berlin.de

Bern
Hotel Bristol, Schauplatzgasse 10, CH-3011, tel. +41/31/311 
0101, fax 311 9479, email reception@bristolbern.ch
Hotel Kreuz, Zeughausgasse 41, cH-3000, tel. +41/031/329 
9595, fax 329 95 96,  hotelkreuz@swissonline.ch

Lucerne
Hotel Wilden Mann, Bahnhofstrasse 30, CH-6000 Luzern, 
tel. +41/041/2101666, fax 2101629,  mail@wilden-mann.ch 
Hotel Cascada, Bundesplatz 18, CH-6003 Lucerne, tel: 
+41/041/226 80 88, fax 226 80 00, info@cascada.ch 

Munich
Hotel Exquisit, Pettenkoferstr. 3, tel. +49/089/ 551 99 0, fax 
551 99 499,  info@hotel-exquisit.com. 
Hotel Adria, Liebigstrasse 8a, D-80538 München, tel. 
+49/089/242 1170, e-mail: reception@adria-muenchen.de
Hotel Kraft, Schillerstr. 49, tel. +49/089/594823-24, fax 550 
3856, office@kraft-hotel.com

Rothenburg ob der Tauber
Reichs-Küchenmeister, kirchplatz 8, Rothenburg o.d. Tau-
ber, Germany D-91541, tel. +49/09861/97 00, fax 97 04 09,  
hotel@reichskuechenmeister.com
Hotel Hornburg, Hornburgweg 28, D-91541, tel. 
+049/09861/8480, fax 5570, hotelhornburg@t-online.de, 
www.hotelhornburg.de

salzburg & Environs
schloss Haunsperg , A-5411 Oberalm bei Hallein, Ham-
merstrasse 32, tel. +43/06245/80662, fax 85680,  info@
schlosshaunsperg.com
Hotel Trumer stube, Bergstrasse 6, A-5020 Salzburg
Tel: +43/0662/874776, www.trumerstube.at
Hotel Jedermann, Rupertgasse 25, Austria A-5020, tel. 
+43/0662/873241-0, jedermann@salzburginfo.or.at

Vienna
Hotel Römischer Kaiser, Annagasse 16, A-1010, tel 
+43/01/512 77 51 0, info@rkhotel.bestwestern.
Altstadt Vienna, kirchengasse 41, tel. +43/01/526 3399-0, 
fax 523 4901,  hotel@altstadt.at, www.altstadt.at 
Pension Aviano, Marco-D’Aviano-Gasse 1, tel. +43/01/512 
8330, fax 512 8330 6,  aviano@pertschy.com

Zürich
Hotel Florhof, Florhofgasse 4, Switzerland CH-8001, tel. 
41/01/261 4470, fax 261 4611,  info@florhof.ch
Hotel Arlette, Stampfenbachstrasse 26, Switzerland CH-
8001, tel. +41/01/25 20 032, fax 25 20 932,  hotel.arlette@
bluwin.ch

Frankfurt Airport
steigenberger Esprix Hotel Frankfurt Airport, Cargo 
city Süd, D-60549 , tel. +49/069/69 70 99, fax 69 70 94 44,  
frankfurt@esprix-hotels.de
Hotel Birkenhof, von-Eiff-Str 37, Hanau-Steinheim, 
D-63456, tel. +49/06181/648 80, fax 64 88 39,  info@
HotelBirkenhof.de, www.hotelbirkenhof.de (25-minutes 
from airport)
Hotel Dreieich, frankfurter Str. 49, Langen , D-63225, tel. 
+49/06103/91 50, fax 52 030. hotel-dreieich@gmx.de

Munich Airport
Daniel’s Hotel, Haupstrasse 11, Halbergmoos-Goldach, 
D-85399, tel. +49/0811/55120, fax 551213, info@hotel-
daniels.de, www.hotel-daniels.de
Hotel Hoyacker Hof, freisinger Landstrasse 9a, D-85748 
Garching b. München, tel. +49/089/326 9900, fax 320 7243,  
info@hoyackerhof.de

Zürich Airport
Mövenpick Zürich Airport, Walter-Mittelholzerstrasse 8, 
CH-8152 Glattbrugg, tel. +41/01/808 88 88, fax 808 88 77,  
hotel@movenpick-zurich-airport.ch
Hotel Fly Away, Marktgasse 19, Zürich-Kloten, cH-8302, tel. 
+41/01/804 4455, reservation@hotel-flyaway.ch

We Recommendlive-in house-sitter, you don’t want 
to return home after a three-week 
trip to find the leftovers from your 
last meal mouldering in the kitchen 
wastebasket!).

In addition, every time my hus-
band and I take a trip, we add a few 
new items to the list. And if you 
travel to very different climates—the 
northern latitudes in winter, the 
Mediterranean in summer—you 
might want to organize your list into 
“Winter” and “Summer” subsec-
tions. It’s also a good idea to orga-
nize a packing list into sections for 
“Carry-on” and “Checked Baggage.” 

Any list is only as good as you 
make it, so be thorough. Include 
even the smallest items that would 
cause a nuisance if forgotten (nail 
clippers, mustache scissors, eye 
drops, hearing aid batteries). Keep 
the list in an electronic file on your 
home computer, and add new items 
as they occur to you Then print the 
entire list when you’re ready to pack.

Finally, follow Santa’s advice: 
after making the list, check it twice. 
And never mark anything off the 
list until you’ve actually bought 
it, done it, or packed it. You might 
intend to close and lock all the 
windows in the house, so you mark 
that item off the list as you start to 
close them—but you are distracted 
by a phone call and after that start 
doing something else. Do you really 
want to be halfway across the ocean 
when you suddenly remember you 
never shut that window in the base-
ment? If you follow a good pre-trip 
checklist, one that’s detailed and 
well organized, you’ll start your 
journey with peace of mind—and 
you won’t find yourself 5,000 miles 
from home without a camera or cell 
phone, on a birding tour without 
binoculars, or on a ski trip without 
thermal underwear.

Our research trip covered much 
familiar ground. None more famil-
iar than the Gasthof Fraundorfer, 
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in Garmisch-Partenkirchen where 
we had dinner for at least the 15th 
time. I can’t accurately explain what 
it about this little inn that draws 
us, trip after trip. Unfortunately we 
don’t always get there and when that 
happens I have a feeling of some-
thing left undone. For oldest son, 
Bob, who joined us for a couple of 
days after some World Cup watch-
ing in Italy, it was a first. He seemed 
to enjoy himself but no doubt won-
dered what all the fuss is about. 

After a two-year absence we 
found the food as ever; plentiful and 
inexpensive. The hokey touches de-
signed to wow tourists—kids doing 
traditional dances then passing the 
hat, and silly little paper umbrellas 
stuck into desserts—remain. But so 
do Josef (guitar) and Freidl (accord-
ian), who, around 10pm, begin to yo-
del the bittersweet Alpen melodies 
that can put a lump in your throat 
even when you don’t understand the 
words. At around 11pm my light-
hitting companions left with the car 
for our hotel on the Garmisch side of 
town. I departed 90 minutes later on 
foot when the music stopped. 

****
Here, in no particular order, are 

10 things that impressed us most 
during our four-week trip:

1.  Driving unchecked into East 
Germany.

2.  Switzerland’s Eiger mountain 
seen from Grindelwald, Switzerland

3.  The city of Graz, Austria
4.  The Hubertushof, a country 

hotel in Alt Ausee, Austria
5.  The Palace Hotel in Gstaad, 

Switzerland
6.  Le Grand Chalet hotel in 

Gstaad, Switzerland
7.  The Rote Wand Hotel in Lech, 

Austria 
8. Dinner at the Hotel Bahnhof, 

Saanen, Switzerland
9. Dinner at Markgräflerhof, 

Freiburg, Germany
10. Lufthansa’s new 774-400  

—RHB


